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EXTERNAL  CHARACTERS  OF  POULTRY,  AND 
THEIR  VALUES 

External  Characters  Enumerated 

WHETHER  we  consider  a  fowl  as  an  individual 
whole,  or  consider  it  section  by  section  and 
point  by  point,  the  various  characteristics  we 
see  impress  the  eye  by  either  form  (including  size)  or 
color,  or  both.    The  impression  in  any  particular  may 
be  favorable  or  unfavorable.    Without  attempting  to 
make  and  maintain  sharp  distinctions  as  to  their  proper 
classification,  I  enumerate  the  following  characters  vis- 
ible to  and  measured  by  the  eye  as  having  value  or 
meaning  beyond  the  mere  fact  that  in  themselves  they 
please,  or  fail  to  please,  the  beholder: — 
Size,  shape,  and  carriage  of  body. 
Size,  shape,  and  carriage  of  head,  (including  head  ap- 
purtenances— comb,  wattles,  ear  lobes,  crest,  beard). 
Size,  shape,  and  carriage  of  wings  and  tail. 
Size,  shape,  and  carriage  of  legs  and  feet. 
Color,  quantity,  and  quality  of  plumage. 
Color  and  texture  of  skin,  both  bare  parts  and  those 
covered  with  feathers. 

Even  without  any  knowledge  of  ideas  prevalent  among 
poultrymen,  a  person  would  conclude  after  reading  that 
list  that  many  of  these  points  were  of  special  importance 
only  under  special  circumstances,  and  that  in  a  great 
many  cases,  if  not  generally,  they  were  immaterial. 
And  that  would  be  a  correct  conclusion.  But,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  profitable  modern  poultry  culture  consists 
in  the  development  and  use  of  special  features  for  special 
purposes,  a  proposition  which  brings  us  back  again  to 
the  relations  of  "fancy"  and  "economic"  qualities  of 
"  beauty  "  and  "  utility,"  and  the  possibility  and  advis- 
ability of  producing  from  the  same  stock  individual 
fowls  to  satisfy  more  than  one  special  demand.  The 
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practical  ([uestion,  then,  in  each  instance  is  whether  the 
features  the  breeder  would  like  to  combine  are  compat- 
ible or  necessarily  antagonistic. 

The  Los^ical  Fallacy 

In  considering  the  possibility  of  producing  for  different 
purposes  from  the  same  stock,  a  great  many  fall  into  an 


error  which  apparently  has  its  origin  in  the  fact  tha* 
most  of  U8  are  by  nature  partisans,  inclined  to  take  ex- 
treme positions,  and  to  regard  those  who  will  not  go 
with  us  to  our  extreme  as,  therefore,  at  the  opposite  ex- 
treme, and  the  things  which  do  not  suit  our  purpose  as, 
therefore,  adapted  to  their  needs,  or  produced  by  their 
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methods.  There  is  a  very  general  disposition  also  to 
regard  everything  especially  prized  for  some  purpose  we 
do  not  appreciate  as  on  that  account  objectionable  for 
purposes  we  seek,  and  this  is  responsible  for  no  small 
part  of  the  idiocies  that  enter  into  most  discussions  of 
the  attitude  of  fanciers  to  practical  poultrymen,  and  vice 
versa. 

Such  a  statement  as  the  above,  when  put  in  the  form 
of  a  general  proposition,  always  seems  to  overstate  the 
case,  but  if  the  reader  will  note  the  literature  of  the 
never  ending  debate,  and  the  frequent  incidental  refer- 
ences to  points  in  controversy,  1  think  he  will  soon  agree 
that  the  application  of  a  little  simple  logic  to  the  situa- 
tion would  often  show  one  the  error  of  his  ideas  more 
forcibly  than  reams  of  argument  in  opposition. 

When  we  prove  a  proposition  false  we  do  not  neces- 
sarily thereby  prove  a  contrary  proposition  true.  Oftener 
we  prove  only  that  the  point  is  immaterial,  but  that 
"only"  may  mean  a  great  deal,  may,  in  fact,  be  of 
greater  importance  than  to  have  proved  what  was  de- 
sired, for  the  more  immaterial  points  we  can  establish 
the  easier  it  becomes  to  cater  to  demands  based  upon 
such  immaterial  points,  while  still  maintaining  those 
points  which  we  consider  of  first  importance,  and  for 
our  purposes  essential. 

Practical  Value  of  Fancy  Points 

Before  taking  up  the  detailed  consideration  of  the 
points  enumerated,  let  us  consider  briefly  the  practical 
value,  the  economic  or  cash  value  of  fowls  valuable  for 
"  fancy  points."  As  we  shall  see  as  our  investigation 
proceeds,  some  ' '  fancy  points  "  are  of  very  substantial 


value,  and  fanciers  are  to  be  blamed  not  for  preserving 
them,  but  for  not  giving  more  attention  to  them.  But, 
in  considering  his  own  attitude  toward  points  of  no  im- 
portance to  him  which  the  fanciers  prize,  the  so-called 
practical  poultryman  should  look  at  these  points,  not 
merely  with  reference  to  their  value  to  his  trade.  He 
should  consider  their  selling  value  to  whoever  appre- 
ciates them  and  wants  to  buy  them. 

While  it  is  true,  as  often  stated,  that  only  a  very  small 
part  of  the  poultry  produced  is  or  can  be  of  the  kind 
that  commands  high  prices  for  fancy  purposes,  it  does 
not  therefore  follow  that  it  is  better  for  a  variety  or 
breed  of  fowls,  or  better  for  most  poultry  keepers,  or  for 
the  industry  as  a  whole,  that  the  regulation  of  standards 
and  types  should  follow  the  ideas  of  the  class  containing 
the  greatest  number.  The  reasonable  position  to  take  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind  is  that,  provided  the  qualities  the 
mass  of  poultry  keepers  want  are  maintained,  every 
point  for  which  they  care  nothing  that  can  be  added  is 
so  much  prospective  gain,  for  it  opens  up  possibilities  of 
profit  beyond  what  is  possible  in  the  class  of  fowls  which 
suits  the  average  keeper. 

It  is  after  we  have  reached  this  point  that  we  come  to 
the  parting  of  the  ways  between  "fancy"  and  "prac- 
tical" ideas.  It  may,  and  often  does  happen,  that  a 
fowl,  or  the  fowls  of  a  certain  stock  generally  possess 
certain  characteristics  or  an  all  round  high  quality  from 
the  fancier's  point  of  view,  but  have  faults  which  make 
them  far  from  desirable  for  economic  purposes.  Now  as 
long  as  these  are  not  faults  which  in  time  will  also  aflect 
their  "fancy"  (juality,  the  breeder  who  can  sell  them 
all  at  fancy  prices  can  continue  to  be  indifferent  to  those 
faults.  Indeed  it  would  be  foolish  for  him  to  neglect  the 
trade  that  pays  good  prices,  and  cater  to  that  which 
halts  at  very  moderate  prices.  He  is  working  for  the 
dollars  and  cents  the  beauty  of  his  fowls  will  bring  him, 
just  as  another  is  working  for  the  dollars  and  cents  he 
can  get  for  their  eggs  and  meat.  The  end  of  each  is  the 
same — dollars  and  cents.  It  is  on  the  method  of  getting 
these  from  poultry  that  they  differ.   The  question  comes 
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how  far  the  same  kinds,  classes,  breeds,  and  varieties  of 
fowls  can  be  maintained  of  the  same  uniform  type  and 
yet  be  well  adapted  to  both  purposes. 

The  study  of  the  values  of  external  characters  of  fowls 
should  give  results  that  will  answer  this  question  as  well 
as  indicate  their  relation  to  strictly  consumptive  uses. 

Size 

It  is  evident  from  a  comparison  of  fowls  of  sizes  within 
the  ordinary  grades,  that  size  has  no  necessary  relation 
either  to  the  prolificacy  of  the  fowl,  or  the  quality  of  its 
flesh,  or  to  its  vitality.  When  we  come  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  extremes  in  size  the  conclusions  are  not  so 
plain.  In  bantams,  in  which  the  smallest  specimens  are 
preferred,  these  small  specimens  are  to  some  extent  the 
result  of  inferior  digestive  and  assimilative  power,  and 
in  such  cases  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  func- 
tional inferiority  which  brought  about  the  desired  reduc- 
tion in  the  size  of  the  fowl  would  be  a  bar  to  productive- 
ness— perhaps  not  so  much  to  sexual  activity  as  to  high 
actual  prolificacy.  However,  no  study  of  that  point  has 
been  made,  and  we  must  leave  the  question  open.  There 
have  been  instances  of  very  good  laying  by  bantams, 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  reason  to  say  that  bantams 
in  every  way  normal  and  with  digestive  power  propor- 
tionately the  same  as  that  of  medium  sized  or  large  fowls, 
should  not  lay  as  well.  In  fowls  that  are  extremely 
large  of  their  kind  it  sometimes  appears  that  their  great 
bulk  resulted  from  failure  to  develop  in  some  function — 
notably  the  sexual  function,  while  digestive  and  assim- 
ilative power  were  equal  to  all  requirements  of  the 
system.  If  at  the  age  when  sexual  activity  should  man- 
ifest itself  it  fails  to  do  so,  and  the  usual  quantities  of 
food  are  consumed  the  result  may  be  either  excessive  fat 
or  growth,  the  former  condition  being,  I  think,  by  far 
the  more  common.  Such  conditions  are  abnormal. 
That  very  large  fowls  may  be  as  prolific  as  any,  has  been 
seen  again  and  again.  The  common  opinion  that  large 
fowls  are  always  coarse  meated,  I  believe  to  be  errone- 
ous. The  coarsest  fibred  poultry  meat  I  have  ever  seen 
was  on  medium  sized  fowls,  and  I  have  seen  as  fine 
grained  meat  on  very  large  fowls  as  on  any.  The  shape 
of  the  fowl,  especially  the  character  of  the  bony  structure, 
seems  to  me  to  have  a  much  more  intimate  relation  to 
texture  of  meat  than  has  size. 

The  reasons  given  for  some  small  and  some  large  fowls 
being  poor  producers,  or  in  some  cases  barren,  explain 
how  it  might  often  appear  that  large  fowls  were  lacking 
in  productive  capacity,  when  in  reality  the  size  resulted 
from  some  interference  with  the  functional  development 
of  the  fowl. 

In  some  fowls  again  we  can  see  how  general  constitu- 
tional weakness  interfering  with  the  full  development  of 
every  function  would  bring  about  lack  of  size  and  lack 
of  reproductive  quality  at  the  same  time.  This,  how- 
ever, would  not  be  observed  once  in  ten  times  for  the 
other  case,  for  very  small  fowls  are  apt  to  be  marketed, 
while  the  best  developed  specimens  are  retained  and 
often  regarded  as  the  most  desirable  from  which  to  per- 
petuate the  race. 

But  if  we  accept  the  reasons  given  we  may  admit  that 
to  some  extent  departure  from  the  normal  or  average 
size  may  be  objectional.  That  the  objection  applies  to 
actual  size  cannot  be  maintained  in  the  face  of  results  of 
comparisons  between  fowls  of  the  same  size  from  breeds 
in  which  the  average  size  is  different. 

The  final  conclusion  in  regard  to  size  is  that  in  any 
long  established  breed  the  best  results  are  likely  to  be 
obtained  from  specimens  of  the  average  size.  To  put  it 
another  way,  a  lot  of  average  sized  fowls  of  any  breed 
taken  as  they  run,  would  be  much  more  likely  to  give 
good  uniform  results  than  an  equal  lot  either  below  or 
above  the  average  size.  But  in  making  and  maintaining 
improvements  in  poultry,  we  always  seek  to  go  a  little 
beyond  average  conditions  or  results,  and  when  we  find, 
as  we  sometimes  do,  specimens  large  or  small  of  their 
kind  with  normal  vitality,  productiveness,  and  meat 
quality,  we  can,  if  we  succeed  in  reproducing  in  its  pro- 
geny the  combinations  in  an  individual,  soon  establish  a 
stock  of  whatever  type,  including  size,  we  desire. 

Apart  from  any  possible  or  fancied  relation  between 
size  and  actual  quality  and  productive  capacity,  the 
matter  of  size  is  sometimes  of  great  importance.  Certain 
sizes  of  fowls  are  in  more  general  demand  for  certain 
purposes  than  others.  Thus  in  our  markets  generally 
consumers  call  for  fowls  dressing  four  to  five  pounds 
each.  This  size  is  what  is  most  in  demand  for  ordinary 
roasters  and  for  fowls.  The  demand  for  larger  fowls  is 
more  limited,  and  many  times  the  large  fowl  has  to  be 
sold  at  less  per  pound  than  the  smaller  one.  1  (Except  in 
localities  where  there  is  a  special^demand  for  extra  large 
roasters,  it  is  no  advantage, to  a'poultrymanjproducing 
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for  market  to  have  his  stock  run  larger  than  five  pounds 
each.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  fancier  breeding 
Asiatics  or  breeding  fowls  of  the  American  class  generally 
up  to  standerd  weights,  fowls  dressing  five  to  four  pounds 
each  are  medium  to  small  in  size.  Compared  with  the 
bulk  of  poultry  marketed  they  are  good  sized  to  large 
fowls.  Breeders  of  thoroughbred  fowls  divide  quite 
sharply  on  the  question  of  size,  especially  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  maintaining  full  standard  weights,  or,  perhaps 
exceeding  them.  In  the  hands  of  most  poultrymen  all 
breeds  deteriorate  in  size.  Hence  there  is  a  very  wide- 
spread demand  for  large  fowls  for  breeding  purposes  to 
counteract  this  tendency.  But  this  demand  is  not  merely 
a  demand  for  size.  It  calls  for  good  size  with  general 
excellence  and  vigor.  I  think  it  may  be  truthfully  said 
that  great  or  excessive  size  in  fowls  that  have  no  other 
claims  to  attention  is  not  especially  valued  by  one  poul- 
tryman  in  a  hundred. 

Taking  five  to  six  pounds  live  weight  as  the  most  de- 
sirable weights  for  the  poultry  farmer,  and  therefore  his 
standard  weights,  we  may  say  that  above  these  weights 


size  is  desirable  sometimes  in  special  markets,  and  quite 
generally  in  breeding  birds,  counteract  the  tendency  the 
other  way;  while  everything  below  these  weights  falls 
short  of  the  standard  for  general  demands,  is  a  little  less 
satisfactory  for  market,  and  to  be  used  in  breeding  only 
with  mates  large  enough  to  offset  its  deficiency. 

Shape  of  Body 

Not  as  much  now  as  some  years  ago,  but  yet  a  great 
deal,  is  eaid  of  the  shape  of  the  body  of  a  fowl  as  an  in- 
dex of  laying  capacity.  Like  many  other  theories,  the 
idea  that  a  fowl  with  a  long,  deep,  wedge  8hai)ed  body  is 
the  best  "machine"  for  the  production  of  eggs,  looks 
very  plausible.  But  it  has  not  stood  either  close  obser- 
vation or  practical  tests.  Still  there  is  a  certain  correl- 
ation between  shape  of  body  and  producing  capacity. 
There  must  be  an  appreciable  fulness  in  the  lines  of  the 
body  to  give  suitable  accommodation  to  well  developed 
internal  organs.  The  proportions  may  not  be  ideal. 
They  may  seem  objectional  according  to  accepted  stand- 
ards of  shape  for  the  breed  to  which  a  fowl  belongs,  but 
if  there  is  nothing  in  the  shape  suggestive  of  weakness  or 
deformity,  one  type  is  as  good  as  another  for  egg  pro- 
duction as  far  as  the  evidence  goes. 

In  table  quality  shape  counts  for  a  great  deal.  The 
most  desirable  carcass  is  that  which  carries  the  largest 
proportion  of  while  meat.  This  meat  is  on  the  breast, 
body,  and  wings.  It  constitutes  the  muscular  system 
for  the  wings,  and  there  is  therefore  a  very  necessary 
correlation  between  good  breast  development  and  power 
of  flight,  (or  perhaps  I  had  better  say  capacity  for  flight). 
With  power  of  flight,  as  a  rule,  we  also  find  associated 
greater  general  activity.  This  is  a.s  true  when  we  com- 
pare specimens  of  the  same  breed  as  when  we  compare 
different  breeds.  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  note  in 
handling  Light  Brahmas  that  those  with  well  developed 
breasts  were  more  energetic  and  active  than  the  others, 
and  consequently  less  liable  to  the  ills  which  result  so 
quickly  from  inactivity  in  heavy  fowls.  In  such  com- 
parisons as  this  we  must  of  course  make  allowances  for 
the  effects  of  condition  and  habit,  but  I  think  it  will  be 
found  generally  true  that  under  the  same  conditions 
fowls  with  well  developed  breasts  not  only  look  more 
robust  than  those  deficient  in  that  section,  but  are  in- 
clined to  be  more  alert  and,  as  a  class,  are  more  free 
from  disease,  and  have  a  longer  productive  life. 

The  apparent  size  of  the  breast  does  not,  however,  de- 
pend exclusively  on  wing  power  or  capacity.  Sometimes 
we  find  fowls  which,  when  carved,  yield  more  breast 
meat  than  their  appearance  indicated,  because  the  bones 
of  that  region  are  contracted,  reducing  the  space  occu- 
pied by  the  heart  and  lungs,  thus  compressing  those 
organs  within  the  space  they  normally  occupy,  or  by 
crowding  them  on  others.  Such  specimens  are  usually 
which  a  poultryman  with  an  eye  for  good  shape  discards 
on  general  principles  even  before  they  have  had  time  to 
show  what  excellence  they  might  develop. 
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Conversely,  we  find  many  specimens  much  more  defi- 
cient in  hreast  meat  than  their  appearance  as  they  stand 
in  life  would  indicate.  In  these  the  "trunk"  is  amply 
developed,  but  the  capacity  for  flight  is  small.  Natu- 
rally the  most  conspicuous  instances  are  found  in  the 
larger  breeds,  but  cases  in  plenty  may  be  found  every- 
where. It  is  a  fact  sometimes  lost  sight  of  that  in  pro- 
portions of  desirable  meat  such  breeds  as  Pohsh,  Ham- 
burgs,  and  Leghorns  excel  so-called  general  purposes  and 
table  fowls.  The  objection  to  them  for  table  purposes  is 
their  lack  of  size,  and  the  precocity  which  makes  the 
meat,  especially  in  the  males,  hard  and  dry  long  before 
they  have  reached  full  growth. 

Breadth  and  straightness  of  back  are  highly  desirable 
attributes  of  shape  in  fowls.  The  apparent  shape  of  the 
back,  (more  perhaps  than  of  any  other  part,  though  all 
are  subject  to  the  same  influence),  depends  much  on  its 
length,  on  the  general  carriage  of  the  fowl,  and  on  the 
quantity  of  the  plumage.  Close  observation  of  this  sec- 
tion in  fowls  will  soon  show  the  reader  that  it  contains 
a  great  deal  of  "character."  Apart  from  its  outward 
expressiveness  of  strength  and  vitality  which  a  good 
back  gives  in  a  fowl  as  in  man  and  other  animals,  the 
straight  wide  back  in  the  fowl  indicates  a  normally 
formed  body  cavity  in  which  the  organs  are  in  all  prob- 
ability constitutionally  and  mechanically  perfect,  while 
any  irregularity  or  narrowness  or  deformity  of  the  back 
indicates  weakness  of  structure,  possibly  malformations 
of  internal  organs,  and,  quite  certainly,  limitations  on  > 
the  operation  of  the  functions  of  those  organs. 

W^ith  good  development  of  back  and  breast  it  is  usual 
to  find  the  abdominal  region  in  keeping;  but  we  do 
sometimes  see  specimens  in  which  the  development  here 
is  conspicuously  lacking.  The  length  and  texture  of  the 
feathers  on  the  abdomen  have  much  to  do  with  its  ap- 
pearance. If  it  is  evident  that  the  deficiency  is  not  a 
superficial  one,  but  that  there  is  an  actual  lack  of  devel- 
opment here,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  a  female  so 
formed  is  either  a  poor  layer  or  a  producer  of  small  eggs, 
or  that  she  is  especially  liable  to  trouble  in  passing  eggs, 
all  of  which  faults  are  associated  with  the  fault  in  me- 
chanical structure  of  the  fowl.  The  posterior  develop- 
ment which  some  regard  as  a  sure  "sign"  of  a  good 
layer  may  lie  a  help  or  a  hindrance  in  the  production  of 
eggs,  but  it  neither  causes  nor  regulates  egg  production. 

In  males  the  abdomen  is  naturally  not  so  well  devel- 
oped as  in  females,  and  has  no  particular  significance  as 
long  as  it  does  not  suggest  deformity.  Males  from  a  line 
in  which  the  females  are  full  in  this  section  will  some- 
times be  larger  here  than  is  consistent  with  a  trim  figure 
and  pleasing  carriage  in  a  male,  but  such  a  fault  belongs 
to  the  class  known  as  good  "  faults.' '  ^ 

Shape  as  the  characteristic  of  a  bree<i,  is  simply  the 
type  which  those  interested  in  the  breed  have  decided 
upon  as  the  standard.    In  some  strains'and  stocks  of 


fowls  the  breeder  has  succeeded  in  fixing  shape  to  which 
his  fowls  conform  with  quite  as  much  accuracy  as  to  the 
standard  for  color,  but  in  most  stocks  of  all  varieties 
variations  in  shape  are  common  and  numerous.  It  is 
only  the  occasional  breeder  and  judge  that  give  breed 
shape  the  consideration  it  should  have.  While  the 
breeder  of  thoroughbred  fowls  for  sale  and  competition 
will  find  some  recognition  of  success  in  breeding  fowls 
that  are  models  in  form,  he  will  rarely  find  it  fully  ap- 
preciated unless  combined  with  a  superiority  in  super- 
ficial points  which  challenges  attention.  Then  it  is 
likely  to  get  due  recognition. 

It  is  held  by  some  that  in  each  breed  there  is  a  certain 
shape  which  represents  the  highest  utility  development 
of  the  breed.  According  to  the  same  authorities  there  is 
also  for  each  breed  a  certain  size  with  which  the  highest 
excellence  is  associated.  It  requires  but  a  very  limited 
observation  of  fowls  to  convince  an  unbiased  mind  that 
these  views  are  both  erroneous. 

Carriage 

The  carriage  of  a  fowl,  its  habitual  attitudes  and  move- 
ments, have  significance  first  of  all  as  an  expression  of 
its  degree  of  vitality  and  health.  When  sick  or  tired  the 
actions  and  attitudes  of  fowls  of  all  breeds  are  singularly 
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alike.  When  in  health  and  good  spirits  different  classes 
of  fowls  and  sometimes  to  a  lesser  degree  different  breeds 
of  the  same  class,  exhibit  peculiarities  of  carriage  which 
are  regarded  as  desirable  characteristics  of  the  breed, 
and  which  sometimes  are  a  considerable  factor  in  breed 
shape.  But  without  strict  regard  to  breed  characteristics 
many  specimens  show  a  distinctive  and  pleasing  carriage 
which  commends  them  to  a  buyer,  and  often  wins  them 
a  better  place  than  they  would  otherwise  get  in  compe- 
tition. 

(To  be  Continued) 

EFFECT  OF  KELLERSTRASS  ON  POULTRY 
BUSINESS 

GLANCING  through  the  December  number  of  the 
Reliable  Poultry  Journal  my  eye  caught  this  state- 
ment in  the  Kellerstrass  story:  "Never  in  our 
more  than  twenty  years  close  association  with  the  stand- 
ard bred  branch  of  the  poultry  business  have  we  met  a 
man  with  whom  it  was  a  greater  pleasure  or  more  profit- 
able to  discuss  poultry  problems  than  Ernest  Keller- 
strass. Ilis  only  rivals  in  this  respect  have  been  Wm. 
Barry  Owen,  deceased,  and  D.  W.  Young.  The  first 
two  were  idealists,  dreamers,  if  you  please,  while  Daniel 
Webster  Young,  in  our  opinion,  'as  proved  by  test,'  is 
the  best  informed  and  most  successful  specialty  breeder 
of  standard  bred  fowls  that  this  country  has  produced 
to  date,  bar  none.  This  is  merely  our  opinion,  but  the 
interested  'reader  is  welcome  to  it  for  whatever  it  may 
be  worth,  little  or  much." 

What  most  interested  me  in  the  above  statement  was 
the  characterization  of  Mr.  Kellerstrass  and  l\Ir.  Owen 
as  dreamers,  idealists,  and  in  this  respect  distinctly  dif- 
ferent from  Mr.  Young.  If  I  were  to  try  to  classify  any 
two  of  these  men  as  strikingly  alike  and  the  third  as 
not  like  them  in  their  attitude  on  poultry  matters,  on 
what  I  know  of  them  I  would  have  to  make  Mr.  Keller- 
strass the  odd  man.  Mr.  Owen  had  and  Mr.  Young  has 
an  inherent,  ingrained  and  abiding  interest  in  poultry, 
while  Mr.  Kellerstrass  was  of  all  the  men  engaged  in 
trading  in  standard  poultry  that  I  have  ever  met  the 
most  frankly  commercial  when  not  talking  (directly  or 
indirectly)  for  publication,  and  the  least  influenced  by 
any  sentiment  characteristic  of  poultry  fanciers.  At 
that  he  was  a  very  interesting  man  to  talk  with  on  poul- 
try matters,  for  Mr.  Kellerstrass  is  a  business  man  with 
the  ability  to  do  things,  and  had  carefully  considered 
many  poultry  problems  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
mail  order  man.  I  met  him  only  once,  but  that  was 
under  circumstances  very  favorable  to  heart  to  heart 
talk,  and  he  talked  of  the  poultry  business,  and  of  his 
interest  in  it,  and  also  of  a  number  of  others  prominent 
in  the  industry,  without  reserve  or  pretense. 

Mr.  Curtis,  in  the  article  referred  to,  says:  "The 
career  of  Ernest  Kellerstrass,  as  a  poultrymen,  should 
be  an  inspiration  to  thousands  of  successors.  What  he 
did,  in  whole  or  in  part,  others  can  do  —  can  no  doubt 
improve  upon."  Those  who  can  get  inspiration  from 
Mr.  Kellerstraws'  career  as  a  poultryman,  can  get  more 
than  he  did.  About  all  that  Mr.  Kellerstrass  got  out  of 
it  was  a  bad  case  of  nervous  breakdown,  and  some  ex- 
perience, the  real  significance  of  which  he  learned  too 
late  to  profit  by  in  his  poultry  venture.  Mr.  Curtis  says: 
"  To  hallelujah  with  the  little  two-by-four  critics  who 
have  the  presumption  to  criticise  ofl'-hand  the  Keller- 
strasses,  the  Owens,  the  Youngs,  the  Thompsons,  et  al— 
the  shore  walkers  who  claim  that  the  prices  they  asked 
and  received  were  too  high,  were  absurd,  etc.  To  the 
little  mind  that  was  born  to  make  change  forever  in 
dimes  and  nickels,  a  $100  dollar  rooster  may  sound  like 
a  crime  in  finance,  but  R.  P.  J.  will  welcome  the  day 
when  there  are  ten  thousand  flocks  of  established  strain 
fowls  in  this  country  from  which  choice  specimens  will 
sell  at  Kellerstrass  prices,  and  hatching  eggs  at  $1?  to 
s  10  apiece." 

Now  it  has  never  been  my  custom  to  publish  what  is 
'  told  nie  in  confidence,  and  in  general  when  people  get 
out  of  the  poultry  business  after  a  more  or  less  sensa- 
tional career,  I  am  disposed  to  let  by-gones  be  by-gones 
and  say  nothing  about  such  closed  careers.  But  when 
the  poultry  career  of  Ernest  Kellerstrass  is  held  up  as  a 
model  and  an  inspiration,  I  think  that  I  am  justified  in 
revealing  some  things  that  he  himself  told  me  in  confi- 
dence. Whether  justifiable  or  not,  under  the  circum- 
stances, I  will  tell  as  much  as  seems  necessary  to  let  the 
public  know  whether  he  ought  to  be  taken  as  a  model 
and  an  inspiration. 
'  When  Mr.  Kellerstrass  was  advertising  and  selling 
eggs  at  $2  apiece,  and  birds  at  correspondingly  high 
prices,  he  sometimes  secured.more  [orderB  than  he  could 
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fill.  Now  in  such  a  case  a  man  must  either  get  the 
goods  elsewhere  or  return  money.  Sometimes,  and  at 
one  time  in  particular,  he  returned  a  great  deal  of 
money.  At  this  particular  time  Mr.  Kellerstrass  not 
only  returned  much  money,  but  in  his  advertising  he 
gave  names  and  addresses  of  those  to  whom  money  had 
been  returned.  This  also  was  good  advertising  —  hy- 
pothecating a  business  misfortune.  Referring  to  this 
episode,  Mr.  Kellerstrass  said  to  me:  "I  hat«d  like  hell 
to  return  that  money,  but  there  was  nothing  else  I  could 
do.  You  see,  where  I  made  a  mistake  in  the  first  place 
was  in  taking  the  White  Orpington.  The  way  I  figured 
was  that  as  few  people  had  White  Orpingtons,  when  I 
created  a  demand  by  advertising  them  I  would  get  most 
of  the  orders.  I  did,  but  there  were  not  enough  White 
Orpingtons  in  existence  to  supply  the  demand  I  created 
by  my  advertising.  I  had  taken  White  Orpingtons 
rather  than  White  I'lymouth  Rocks,  because  Orpingtons 
were  scarce  and  Rocks  abundant.  If  I  had  had  White 
Rocks  I  never  would  have  had  to  return  any  money, 
because  I  could  always  have  gone  out  and  bought  all  I 
needed  to  fill  my  orders." 

Happening  into  the  poultry  world  in  the  palmy  days 
of  systems,  it  was  inevitable  that  Mr.  Kellerstrass  should 
appeal  to  those  in  search  of  a  poultry  system.  He  pub- 
lished a  book  called,  "  The  Kellerstrass  Way  of  Raising 
Poultry."  This  book  was  in  fact  his  catalog.  It  sold 
for  a  dollar.  Mechahically,  it  was  a  well  made  book 
with  fine  illustrations,  but  as  a  treatise  on  poultry  cul- 
ture it  was  not  impressive  to  anyone  who  knows  the 
subject.  It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  turn  from  Mr. 
Curtis'  eulogistic  comments  upon  Mr.  Kellerstrass' 
ability  as  a  breeder  and  the  merits  of  his  "  strain  "  to 
this  book  and  read  there  some  of  the  advice  and  ideas 
about  breeding  that  are  as  crude  and  impractical  as  were 
ever  put  into  print.  The  first  edition  of  this  book  was 
suppressed  because  it  was  in  parts  too  much  like  another 
copyrighted  work.  The  second  edition  was  more  char- 
acteristically Kellerstrassian.  A  copy  of  it  should  be  in 
every  poultry  library  that  makes  any  pretensions  to 
completeness.  Mr.  Kellerstrass  very  candidly  explained 
tome  how  by  a  simple  method  of  "bookkeeping"  he 
could  at  will  show  a  profit  on  either  his  poultry  or  his 
book,  though  not  on  both  at  the  same  time. 

As  to  his  own  relation  to  poultry  culture,  Mr.  Keller- 
strass did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  under  any  illusions. 
He  had  made  a  considerable  fortune  in  mail  order  busi- 
ness in  other  lines.  He  explained  that  the  profit  in 
mail  order  selling  of  a  specialty  depended  upon  the 
rapid  development  of  a  large  volume  of  business,  and 
that  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  these  lines  were  usually 
short  lived,  and  it  was  the  part  of  good  judgment  to 
recognize  when  the  harvest  was  ended ;  wind  up  the 
proposition  that  was  on  the  wane,  and  look  for  some- 
thing else.  He  is  a  very  shrewd  man,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  his  poultry  venture  did  not  realize  his  ex- 
pectations, and  at  the  time  I  talked  with  him  he  had  the 
financial  outlook  in  poultry  and  related  lines  sized  up 
better —  as  subsequent  developments  have  shown — than 
anyone  else  that  I  heard  express  opinions  of  it  at  that 
period. 

As  to  the  real  infiuence  of  Mr.  Kellerstrass  upon  poul- 
try culture,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  most  students  of 
conditions  who  think  soberly  consider  that  he  did  vastly 
more  harm  than  good.  The  extravagant  use  of  adver- 
tising space,  which  Mr.  Curtis  counts  as  a  merit,  which 
he  inaugurated  was  temporarily  profitable  to  the  poultry 
press,  but  in  the  end  bad  for  the  industry,  because  it 
brought  about  a  general  increase  in  the  use  of  display 
advertising  space  by  poultry  breeders  beyond  what  the 
volume  of  their  business  warranted,  and  what  they 
could  aflord,  and  this  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
causes  of  trouble  in  the  poultry  business  in  1912  and 
following  years. 

Mr.  Owen,  while  a  very  liberal  advertiser,  was  really 
much  more  conservative  in  the  use  of  space  than  Mr. 
Kellerstrass.  As  I  knew  him,  and  it  was  my  privilege 
to  have  at  intervals  during  the  years  he  was  in  the  busi- 
ness, a  number  of  interviews  with  him  at  which  poultry 
matters  were  discussed  at  length,  he  was,  as  Mr.  Curtis 
describes  him,  very  much  of  an  idealist  in  some  things, 
but  his  were  the  dreams  of  a  man  of  large  views  com- 
bined with  high  ideals  in  all  that  related  to  the  industry. 
I  can  readily  believe  that  had  circumstances  Ijeen  differ- 
ent, and  had  Mr.  Owen  been  dependent  upon  his  poul- 
try business,  he  might  have  gone  far  in  making  some  of 
his  rosiest  dreams  come  true.  As  it  is,  the  business  of 
Owen  Farms  in  the  hands  of  his  successor  who  was  his 
superintendent,  continues  one  of  the  most  important  in 
the  country. 
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RANGE  VS.  CONFINEMENT  FOR  LAYING  HENS 

IN  MAY,  1912,  the  Ohio  Experiment  Station  began  an 
experiment  to  compare  rate  and  economy  of  egg 
production  of  hens  kept  closely  confined  with  that 
of  hens  allowed  range  on  bluegrass  pasture. 

Housing  for  each  lot  was  alike,  consisting  of  a  pen 
20  X  26  feet  in  size  in  a  half-monitor  roof  house.  The 
confined  lot  was  given  access  to  a  yard  26  x  60  feet  in 
size  during  warm  weather.  This  yard  was  covered  with 
gravel,  and  furnished  no  green  feed.  The  lot  on  range 
had  accsea  to  approximately  two  acres  of  good  bluegrass 
pasture.  Some  other  stock,  however,  was  also  pastured 
on  this  plot. 

The  hens  used  were  S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  hatched  in 
the  spring  of  1910.  For  seventeen  months,  from  Dec. 
5,  1910,  to  May  4,  H»12,  both  lots  were  treated  alike, 
and  the  hens  later  placed  on  range  produced  4.2%  less 
eggs  than  did  those  kept  in  confinement,  indicating  that, 
so  far  as  the  hens  are  concerned,  there  may  have  been  a 
slight  advantage  in  favor  of  those  kept  in  confinement. 

The  ration  used  in  this  experiment  was  comparatively 
simple.  The  grain  mixture,  fed  twice  daily  in  the  litter, 
consisted  of  3  parts  cracked  corn,  and  1  part  wheat. 
The  mash  mixture,  fed  dry  in  hoppers  to  which  the  hens 
had  constant  access,  was  composed  of  4  parts  ground 
corn,  2  parts  wheat  bran,  2  parts  meat  scrap  (guaran- 
teed to  contain  50%  protein)  and  1  part  linseed  oil  meal. 
In  addition  to  this  the  hens  were  given  only  oyster  shells 
and  grit.  No  green  feed  was  given  the  lot  in  confine- 
ment, and  the  lot  on  range  received  only  such  as  they 
secured  from  the  range.  During  the  entire  experiment 
the  lot  on  range  consumed  4.7  lbs.  of  shells  and  4  lbs.  of 
grit;  and  the  lot  in  confinement  consumed  3.7  lbs.  of 
shells  and  .6  lbs.  of  grit  per  hen. 

Some  of  the  results  of  this  experiment  are  shown  in 
Table  I. 
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TABLE  I. 

Range  vs.  Coxfixement  for  Laying  Hens. 
E.rperimcnt  I. 

Single  Comb  White  Leghorns  hatched  Spring  of  1910. 
Experiment  began  May  5,  1912,  lasted  882  days. 
R.VTioN : 

Grain — Cracked  corn,  3  parts;  wheat,  1  part. 
Mash— Ground  corn,  4  parts;  bran,  2  parts;  meat 
scrap,  2 parts;  linseed  oilmeal,  1  part. 

Experiment  II. 
Single  Comb  White  leghorns  hatched  Spring  of  1913. 
Experiment  began  Novemlier  30,  1913,  lasted  364  days. 
Experiment  II. 
Percentage  Egg  Production  by  Four  Week  Periods 


Confined 

On  rani;e 

Nov.  30— Dec.  27,  1913, 

28.58 

50.69 

Dec.  2S— .Tan.  24,  1914, 

35.40 

4.S.62 

.Jan.  2")— Feb.  21,  " 

42.26 

(iO.46 

ieh.  21 — March  21, 

57.41 

57.-52 

iMarcn  zz — .vprii  io. 

oU.UO 

/ 1.  Iz 

April  19 — May  16,  " 

58.31 

75.87 

June  14 — July  11,  " 

47.47 

ou.oo 

July  12 — August  8,  " 

41.50 

August  9— Sept.  5,  " 

35.11 

JO  OQ 

Sept.  6— Oct.  3,  " 

25.30 

or  Oft 

Oct.  4.— Oct.  31,  " 

10.16 

OA 

iSU.OO 

Nov.  1— Nov.  28,  " 

1.67 

7  "^4 

For  entire  experiment, 

38.2 

49.8 

Experiment 

No.  I. 

Confined 

On  ranee 

Number  in  lot  May  5,  1912, 

99 

103 

Mortality  to  October  3,  1914, 

23 

16 

Loss  in  weight  per  hen,  lb.. 

.16 

.09 

Grain  consumed  per  hen. 

104.2 

98.6 

Mash  consumed  per  hen. 

42.6 

46.9 

Eggs  produced  per  hen, 

241. 

278.3 

*Cost  of  feed  per  dozen  eggs. 

9.7oc. 

8.48 

Experiment 

No.  II. 

Confined 

On  ranee 

Number  at  beginning  of  experiment,  57. 

57. 

Mortality, 

3. 

4. 

Loss  in  weight  per  hen,  lb., 

.20 

.14 

Grain  consumed  per  hen. 

45.1 

45.8 

Mash  consumed  per  hen. 

20.5 

21.3 

Eggs  produced  per  hen. 

139.2 

181.2 

*Costof  food  per  doz.  eggs  produced,     7.6c.  6.04c. 


Ground  and  cracked  corn,  $1  09 

Wheat,  1  50 

Bran,  1  40 

Meat  scraps,  2  75 

Linseed  oilmeal,  1  80 

Shells  and  grit,  75 
In  November,  1913,  a  second  experiment  along  this 
line  was  begun.  The  fowls  used  in  this  experiment  were 
similar  to  those  of  the  experiment  just  discussed.  Each 
lot  of  57  pullets  had  access  to  a  house  of  the  shed  roof 
type  10  X  24  feet  in  size.  The  plot  of  grass  occupied  by 
the  lot  on  range  contained  1.4  acres.  Other  stock  was 
also  pastured  on  (his  plot.  The  second  part  of  Table  I 
shows  the  result  of  this  experiment  for  52  weeks. 

The  egg  production  of  both  lots  was  very  satisfactory, 
indeed.  That  of  the  lot  on  range  was  especially  gratify- 
ing. Taking  the  production  for  one  year  from  the  time 
they  began  laying,  2()  of  the  53  hens  that  were  living  at 
the  end  produced  over  200  eggs  each,  their  average  pro- 
duction being  223.4.  The  highest  individual  record  was 
269.  The  percentage  egg  production  of  these  two  lots 
by  four  weeks  periods  is  shown  in  Table  II. 

Summary. 

In  Experiment  I,  the  lot  on  range  produced  15.59fc 
more  eggs,  and  consumed  .97c  less  feed  (aside  from 
grass)  than  did  the  lot  in  confinement.  Percentage 
mortality  waa  about  50%  higher  with  the  lot  in  con- 
finement. 

In  Experiment  II,  the  lot  on  range  produced  .30.9% 
more  eggs,  and  consumed  2.3%  more  feed  (aside  from 
grass)  than  did  the  lot  in  confinement.  Mortality  was 
slightly  higher  in  the  lot  on  range  during  the  period 
covereil  by  these  figures.  However,  this  experiment  has 
been  continued,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  seven  hens 
have  died  in  the  confined  lot  and  five  in  the  range  lot. 

While  these  figures  show  rather  conclusively  that 
better  results  will  be  secured  by  allowing  laying  hens  to 
have  range,  yet  the  resulta  indicate  that  where  it  is  not 
possible  to  secure  range,  hens  can  l)e  kept  at  a  profit  in 
rather  close  confinement.— W.  J.  Bit.s.s,  in  The  Journal 
of  the  American  As.sociation  of  Instructors  and  Investi- 
gators in  Poultry  Husbandry. 

•Prices  per  cwt.  forHeed*  aa  used.ln  calculations. 
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Topics  of  the  Times 

A  Hybrid  Association 

AS  A  CRITIC  of  the  American  Poultry  Association 
through  many  years,  the  writer  has  held  — even 
when  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  association  — 
that  it  was  not  good  policy  —  was  not  for  the  general 
good — for  those  not  satisfied  with  the  A.  P.  A.  to 
organize  a  rival  organization.  But  after  realizing  what 
the  A.  P.  A.  did  to  itself,  and  taking  stock  of  its  plans 
now  in  progress,  or  projected,  I  do  not  feel  so  sure  that 
it  is  best  to  try  to  reform  "the  old  association." 

The  root  of  all  the  trouble  with  the  A.  P.  A.  is  that  it 
was  established  on  a  wrong  basis  —  individual  life  mem- 
bership —  and  that  efforts  to  do  away  with  the  evils  of 
this  feature  without  destroying  "the  vested  rights  of  life 
members,"  have  made  of  it  a  hybrid  sort  of  organiza- 
tion. Its  several  last  reorganizations  were  made  on 
theories  of  combining  individual  and  other  forms  of 
membership  which  looked  well  on  paper,  but  for  one 
reason  or  another  have  not  worked  out  well  in  practice. 
The  truth  seems  to  be  that  the  plan  is  too  cumbersome 
and  that  the  different  kinds  of  membership  cannot  in 
practice  be  satisfactorily  combined.  It  might  perhaps 
be  done  by  a  president  and  secretary  who  could  and 
would  force  the  organization  into  the  form  contemplated, 
and  could  do  this  without  alienating  other  bodies  which 
should  attiliate  with  the  A.  P.  A.,  but  that  would  require 
the  services  of  two  able  men  quite  the  year  round. 

In  our  opinion  it  would  pay  the  association  to  post- 
pone most  of  its  present  program  for  work  and  devote 
its  energies  and  the  necessary  funds  to  getting  the  organ- 
ization on  a  good  working  basis;  but  the  prevailing 
opinion  seems  to  be  that  these  other  things  are  going  to 
provide  the  funds  to  properly  pay  the  kind  of  executives 
needed,  and  that  the  funds  must  be  found  before  any- 
thing more  is  done  in  the  way  of  adding  to  costs  of 
administration.  That  might  be  the  wisest  course  if 
the  association  were  on  any  sound  financial  footing 
with  surticient  assured  sources  of  revenue  to  eventually 
provide  funds  for  a  paid  president  and  a  high  salaried 
secretary,  but  at  present  it  depends  upon  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  Standards  and  upon  using  for  current  ex- 
penses life  membership  fees  that  are  too  low  and  of 
which  a  large  percentage  does  not  reach  the  treasury  but 
goes  to  the  person  who  secured  the  member.  Its  other 
publishing  plans  are  doubtful  ventures,  giving  no  assur- 
ance of  dependable  profits.  It  is  not  sound  policy  for 
an  association  to  establish  fees  and  dues  for  membership 
that  are  utterly  inadetjuateto  the  ordinary  costs  of  keep- 
ing the  association  going  and  then  look  to  proceeds  of 
business  to  make  up  the  difference.  When  I  consider 
this  and  note  how  of  late  the  A.  P.  A.  has  shown  a 
tendency  to  unduly  magnify  the  police  powers  which 


are  merely  incidental  to  the  power  of  every  organization 
to  determine  the  ([ualifications  of  its  own  members,  I 
can't  help  having  doubts  about  the  results,  and  think- 
ing that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  in  the  end  if  a  new 
organization  —  a  pure  bred  representative  association  — 
would  enter  the  field  and  make  a  fight  for  control. 

The  Meaning  of  Poorer  Attendance  at  Shows 

BECAUSE  of  the  injuries  received  in  October,  the 
writer  was  not  able  to  attend  any  poultry  show 
except  the  Boston  Show.  The  attendance  here  was 
not  as  good  as  would  be  expected  considering  that  the 
weather,  while  not  the  best,  was  at  no  time  bad  enough 
to  keep  people  who  wanted  to  come  away.  All  reports 
from  those  who  make  the  rounds  of  the  shows  agree  that 
the  attendance  has  not,  as  a  rule,  been  as  good  as  usual, 
and  that  at  many  shows  it  was  very  poor. 

At  the  same  time  reports  of  business  at  shows,  and 
especially  at  the  larger  shows,  indicate  that  the  poultry 
keepers  were  there  about  as  usual.  From  these  reports, 
and  from  observation  of  the  crowds  at  Boston,  I  judge 
that  the  falling  off  in  attendance  is  due  to  lack  of  inter- 
est among  the  sight  seeing  public,  and  to  the  superior 
drawing  power  of  counter  attractions.  Some  who  try 
to  analyze  the  situation  say  that  with  business  generally 
improved,  many  who  in  hard  times  attended  the  poultry 
shows  are  going  to  higher  priced  entertainments.  In 
many  places  it  is  said  that  the  moving  picture  shows 
get  the  crowds  of  those  looking  for  entertainment  at 
popular  prices. 

One  season  cannot  be  taken  as  showing  a  popular 
trend  away  from  poultry  shows.  The  public  may  come 
back  strong  next  year.  The  likelihood  of  that  could 
perhaps  be  increased  if  managers  would  do  more  to 
make  shows  interesting  to  those  who  do  not  know  much 
about  poultry. 

Poultrymen  and  Sunday 

DECLARING  that  something  caused  a  falling  oft'  in 
the  attendance  at  the  Madison  Square  Garden 
show  beyond  what  could  be  accounted  for  by 
general  causes  affecting  all  shows.  Editor  De  Lancey,  in 
the  Poultry  Press,  intimated  that  Providence  is  chastis- 
ing the  Garden  show  for  keeping  open  on  Sunday.  He 
also  expresses  the  opinion  that  this  sin  of  the  Garden 
show  managers  is  hurting  poultry  business  generally. 
And  you  would  think  if  you  took  all  that  he  says  about 
the  attitude  of  poultrymen  toward  Sunday  that,  as  a 
class,  they  were  Sabbatarians  of  the  strictest  sort. 

The  poultryman  who  devotes  all  his  time  to  poultry 
wants  as  much  as  he  can  get  of  Sunday  for  rest  and 
recreation.  His  attitude  toward  eliminating  all  but 
necessary  work  is  the  same  whether  he  wants  to  observe 
the  day  religiously,  or  go  automobiling,  or  go  fishing. 
But  among  those  with  whom  poultry  is  a  side  issue,  Sun- 
day is  quite  generally  a  day  either  for  doing  a  little 
extra  poultry  work,  or  for  being  with  and  enjoying  the 
fowls  and  chickens. 

Not  only  so,  but  it  is  quite  a  common  thing  for  people 
of  Sabbatarian  ideas  to  condemn  the  poultry  fancy  be- 
cause they  say  fanciers  devote  Sunday  to  their  poultry 
to  the  neglect  of  their  religious  duties. 

There  are  other  good  and  suflicient  reasons  for  not 
holding  poultry  shows  on  dates  that  include  Sunday. 
We  stated  some  of  them  about  a  year  ago,  and  many 
are  given  in  the  Press  editorial.  That  being  the  case, 
why  bring  in  Providence? 

Value  of  Poultry  Papers 

QUITE  a  number  of  people,  when  renewing  their 
subscriptions,  say  that  they  do  not  feel  right 
about  paying  only  twenty-five  cents  a  year  for 
the  paper.  Many  say  that  as  fifty  cents  is  the  common 
price  of  poultry  papers,  and  they  prefer  Farm-Poultry 
to  any  other  paper,  it  seems  to  them  that  this  paper 
should  be  at  least  fifty  cents  a  year.  One  veteran  poul- 
tryman who  has  been  a  regular  reader  of  F.-P.  since 
long  before  the  present  editor's  connection  with  it,  says 
he  thinks  he  ought  to  pay  a  dollar  a  year.  He  adds 
that  in  his  opinion  any  poultry  paper  that  is  worth 
reading  is  worth  a  dollar  a  year. 

When  poultry  papers  were  first  started  the  usual  sub- 
scrfption  prices  were  a  dollar  and  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
a  year.  This  was  for  monthlies,  which  were  compara- 
tively small  papers.  No  poultry  paper  ever  built  up  a 
large  circulation  at  a  dollar.  Some  of  the  monthlies 
that  started  at  that  price  held  to  it  for  a  long  time  but 
eventually  came  down. 

In  recent  years  a  few  papers  have  tried  to  raise  their 
price  from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar.  The  Inlund  Poultry 
Journa   tried  it,  but  soon  went  back  to  fifty  cents.  The 


American  Poultry  Journal,  several  years  ago,  announced 
its  price  as  one  dollar,  but  while  that  is  still  its  nominal 
price,  there  has  never  been  a  time  since  that  it  has  not 
been  vigorously  pushing  cut  price  combinations,  and 
now  it  offers  three  years  for  a  dollar  —  just  like  the  fifty 
cent  papers. 

The  fifty  cent  papers,  as  a  rule,  take  the  bulk  of  their 
subscriptions  at  half  price,  or  less,  and  for  a  large  pro- 
portion of  these  subscriptions  the  publisher  receives 
nothing  at  all,  the  agent  taking  subscriptions  at  half 
price  and  retaining  10<)%.  This  situation  exists  because 
there  are  too  many  poultry  papers  and  because  so  many 
of  them  are  of  little  interest  to  those  who  know  enough 
about  the  subject  to  know  what  is  worth  reading  and 
what  is  not.  With  nearly  all  papers  actually  selling  at 
a  quarter,  no  paper  can  get  many  new  subscriptions  at 
a  higher  price,  for  the  new  subscriber  buys  on  sight  and 
wants  as  much  for  his  money  as  anyone  will  oiler. 

If  any  of  our  readers  feel  that  they  ought  to  do  more 
toward  the  support  of  this  paper  than  give  a  quarter  a 
year  in  subscription,  a  very  practical  way  to  help  the 
cause  along  is  to  subscribe  for  the  paper  for  someone 
who  ought  to  have  it. 

The  A.  P.  A.  as  a  Publishing  Concern 

SUCH  success  and  profit  as  have  come  to  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association  as  publisher  of  the  Stand- 
ard of  Perfection  have  been  insured  to  it  because 
the  book  is  of  such  character  that  the  association 
monopolizes  in  its  particular  field.  As  publisher  of  the 
Standard  it  has  no  competition  and  enjoys  a  sort  of  im- 
munity from  the  natural  consequences  of  the  errors  and 
blunders  so  conspicuously  associated  with  the  produc- 
tion of  this  work.  Having  found  this  book  an  increas- 
ing source  of  revenue,  some  officials  got  the  idea  that 
the  association  could  publish  other  books  that  would 
add  greatly  to  its  income.  The  first  fruit  of  this  idea 
appears  in  the  text  book  reviewed  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.  The  association  also  has  in  preparation  a  Market, 
Poultry,  and  Y^gg  Standard,  and  a  Plymouth  Rock 
Breed  Standard,  both  of  which  have  been  under  way 
for  years,  and  have  cost  a  lot  of  money,  but  publication 
is  for  one  reason  or  another  deferred  from  year  to  year. 
In  the  case  of  the  market  standard  the  principal  cause 
of  delay  seems  to  be  that  no  one  knows  just  what  sort 
of  book  it  is  to  be  or  should  be.  This  seems  to  the 
writer  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  no  real  demand  for 
such  a  book  exists.  With  regard  to  breed  standards, 
the  members  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  Plym- 
outh Rock  book  thought  several  years  ago  that  they  had 
their  work  about  completed,  but  it  appears  that  the 
plan  enlarges  so  rapidly  that  before  work  on  any  outline 
adopted  is  completed  a  new  plan  is  formed. 

Just  now  it  is  proposed  to  push  these  breed  standards 
energetically,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
standards  is  making  arrangements  to  do  so.  The  writer 
was  asked  to  co-operate  in  this  work,  but  declined  on 
the  ground  that  other  work  required  his  attention. 
That  is  a  true  and  sufficient  reason,  yet  it  is  only  a  part 
of  the  reason.  I  am,  and  probably  always  will  be,  in 
the  position  of  not  having  time  to  do  book  work  for  the 
A.  P.  A.,  if  invited  to  do  so,  because  I  am  not  in  accord 
with  its  method  as  a  publishing  concern,  and  do  not 
care  to  work  on  book  work  for  it  under  the  conditions 
which  exist.  To  put  it  another  way,  from  my  point  of 
view  as  a  writer  and  author,  the  A.  P.  A.  is  not  a  good 
publishing  concern  to  be  connected  with.  Its  position 
in  the  publishing  field  is  peculiar  and  uncertain.  Its 
methods  of  making  books  are  irregular  and  inimical  to 
the  production  of  good  work.  It  offers  no  inducement 
to  anyone  who  can  do  good  work  that  are  at  all  attrac- 
tive in  comparison  with  the  terms  common  in  arrange- 
ments with  regular  publishing  houses.  I  think  it  will 
be  found  that  the  same  considerations  that  keep  me 
from  leaving  myself  any  time  for  book  work  for  the  A. 
I'.  A.,  if  offered,  will  deter  others  well  qualified  for  the 
work ;  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  possible  for  the  A.  P. 
A.  to  make  a  publishing  business  profitable  in  compe- 
tition with  regular  publishing  houses  under  such  con- 
ditions. 

Turkey  Growing  in  New  England 

FIRST  steps  for  the  organization  of  a  New  England 
turkey  growers'  club  were  taken  at  a  well  attended 
meeting  at  the  Boston  show.  The  writer  thinks 
that  he  knows  why  turkey  culture  in  New  England  de- 
clined and  is  not  likely  to  lie  extensively  revived.  Stated 
in  as  few  words  as  possible  the  reason  is  that  they  are 
under  most  conditions  found  here  less  profitable  than 
fowls.  That  being  the  case,  only  those  whose  interest 
in  turkeys  makes  them  willing  to  grow  them,  although 
something  else  would  pay  better,  will  continue  long  in 
turkey  growing. 
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CHOOSING  THE  BEST  LAYING 
HENS 

THE  system  of  selection  which  the 
poultryman  can  follow  so  as  to  get 
a  better  production  from  the  flock, 
may  be  divided  into  five  branches-  1. — 
Ancestry  or  production.  2. — Breeds  and 
breed  characteristics.  3. —  Type  of  con- 
formation. 4. —  Laying  maturity.  5. — 
Hen  temperament.  As  to  the  first  method, 
in  our  experiments  at  the  Oregon  station 
we  used  two  breeds :  A  light  breed  —  the 
White  Leghorn ;  and  a  heavy  or  medium 
breed  —  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  breed  or  type,  but 
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layers  in  all  breeds.  I  think  this  fact 
cannot  be  too  strongly  or  too  often  re- 
iterated. Changing  from  one  breed  to 
another  every  year  is  bad  business,  if  it  is 
eggs  that  are  sought.  However,  there 
are  some  differences  in  races  or  classes, 
though  there  are  none  in  breeds  and  vari- 
eties worth  considering.  Between  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  and  all  other  va- 
rieties of  Rocks  and  all  other  American 
breeds,  there  should  be  little  or  no  differ- 
ence. 

The  small  active  fowl,  other  things  be- 
ing equal,  is  a  a  better  or  more  econom- 
ical producer  than  the  large  fowl,  and 
where  a  farmer  is  seeking  only  after  egg 
production,  he  should  choose  a  small 


I  believe  it  to  be  undeniable  that  if  we 
breed  for  large  size,  or  if  we  increase  the 
size  of  the  fowl  of  any  breed,  we  will 
decrease  the  egg  yield  on  the  average.  It 
would  be  a  serious  mistake,  however,  to 
select  year  after  year  the  smallest  individ- 
uals for  breeding  purposes  without  regard 
to  other  considerations.  Vigor  and  health 
must  always  be  uppermost.  Continued 
selection  of  the  smallest  would,  in  the 
leghorn  breed,  for  example,  finally  evolve 
a  Bantam  type  so  far  as  weight  is  con- 
cerned. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  pick  out  the  nice  large  hens  and 
the  nice  heavy  males  and  save  them  for 
breeding,  where  eggs  are  the  object. 
Better  send  those  to  the  pot. 
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whether  hens  of  any  breed  or  type,  or  of 
no  breed,  inherited  heavy  laying  qualities. 

In  the  first  year  1908  —'09,  95  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock  pullets,  which  were  pur- 
chased from  six  different  breeders  in 
Oregon,  laid  an  average  of  84.7  eggs  in 
the  first  twelve  months  of  laying.  There 
was  one  hen,  and  only  one,  that  laid  200 
eggs  or  more,  her  record  being  218.  The 
following  year  28  pullets  hatched  from 
the  original  stock  averaged  121.2,  the 
highest  individual  record  being  183  eggs. 

The  next  year  a  flock  of  43  pullets, 
which  were  raised  from  the  original  stock 
of  95  after  a  third  of  the  poorest  layers 
had  been  discarded,  averaged  1(}4.()  eggs, 
the  highest  record  being  259  eggs.  In  the 
fifth  year  the  pullets  — 108  in  number  — 
were  all  from  pedigreed  high  producers. 
The  average  of  the  flock  was  179.2,  the 
highest  record  being  2G8  eggs.  In  the 
sixth  year  there  were  IGO  pullets  which 
averaged  17()  5,  the  highest  record  of  271. 

No  new  blood  was  introduced  during 
the  six  years,  but  inbreeding  was  avoided. 
As  a  check  on  the  conditions,  we  selected 
strains  of  poor  layers  and  bred  from 
them,  averaging  all  the  results  up  to  the 
end  of  last  year.  Where  they  were  all 
comparable  it  is  shown  that  the  pullet 
progeny  of  selected  high  layers  produced 
an  average  of  207.3  eggs,  while  the  prog- 
eny of  selected  poor  layers  averaged  138.1 
eggs.  It  should  be  remembered  that  in- 
dividual cases  do  not  prove  very  much. 
As  to  the  second  point,  is  there  any  evi- 
dence that  one  breed  excels  another  in 
egg  laying?   There  are  good  and  poor 


breed.  It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  nature  in 
the  animal  kingdom,  that  heavy  pro- 
ducers are  small  in  size,  active,  and 
nervous.  It  is  another  question  whether 
the  best  egg  producer  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  most  profitable  fowl.  The  poultry- 
man  cannot  eliminate  the  cockerels. 
These  must  be  marketed,  and  the  larger 
breeds,  of  course,  sell  for  more  than  the 
small  breeds.  Again,  the  production  of 
the  laying  hen  does  not  improve  with 
age  or  experience.  The  flock  must  be 
sold  off  at  least  every  two  years.  The 
Plymouth  Rock  or  breeds  of  that  size  will 
sell  for  about  twice  as  much  as  the  Leg- 
horn. 

Type  is  a  Relative  Consideration 

As  to  the  third  point,  type  and  con- 
formation, it  has  been  found  that  within 
the  breed  or  variety,  the  heavier  pro- 
ducers, on  the  average,  are  those  of  lighter 
weight.  Sometimes  some  of  the  heavy 
hens  are  heavy  producers,  but  this  is  not 
true  of  the  average.  At  the  Oregon  sta- 
tion a  pen  of  47  Plymouth  Rock  hens 
averaged  160. 9  eggs.  Separating  them 
according  to  weight  into  three  groups, 
we  got  this  result:  Those  having  an  av- 
erage weight  of  seven  pounds  produced 
in  the  first  year  141.1  eggs;  medium 
weight,  or  averaging  six  pounds,  103.4 
eggs,  and  the  light  weight,  averaging  five 
pounds,  173.7  eggs.  In  their  second 
year's  production  the  comparison  was 
repeated.  The  11  heaviest  layers,  those 
laying  over  200  eggs,  averaged  in  weight 
5%  pounds. 


I  do  not  think  at  present  that  much 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  shape  or  type 
as  a  method  of  identifying  the  good 
layer.  The  good  layer  is  usually  medium 
to  long  in  body,  and  rather  deep  and 
broad.  These  are  relative  terms,  and 
subject  to  breed  differences.  Hens  have 
not  been  bred  systematically  for  high  egg 
laying  long  enough  to  fix  or  develop  any 
particular  type,  as  it  relates  to  shape. 
The  same  can  be  said  of  the  angle  of  the 
tail  and  the  shape  of  comb,  though  pref- 
ence  should  be  given  to  a  rather  large 
comb  and  a  tail  carried  rather  high.  The 
hen  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  is  ragged 
in  plumage  and  wrinkled  in  face,  in  other 
words,  the  one  that  shows  the  eflects  of 
hard  work,  is  more  often  the  one  that  has 
been  doing  the  laying. 


OWEN  FARMS' 
MATINGS 

ROR  1916  IIN 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
and  S.C.WHITE  LEGHORNS 

At*e  Better  and  Stronger 
Than  Ever  Before 

EGGS  FROM  BEST  MATINGS  IN 
AMERICA,  $10  for  15  ;  $30  for 
50;  $50  for  100. 

EGGS    FROM    GRAND  GOOD 
MATINGS,  $5  for  15  ;  $15 
lor  50;  $25  for  100. 

BIG  WINNINGS  AT  THE  PALACE 
AND  GARDEN  SHOWS,  NEW 
YORK,  AND  AT  BOSTON 

Breeding:  birds  of  ail  <iualities  for  sale 
at  lower  prices  than  you  can  bay  birds 
approacliins  tliein  in  prodacing:  valne. 

UTILITY  QUALITIES  UNSURPASSED 

My  Birds  Live,  Grow,  Lay  and  Pay 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  Every  Custo- 
mer Every  Time. 

SEND  FOR  li»10  MATING  LIST. 

Ruian  Parmc     laa  wiiuam  street, 

UnCI!  rallllOi  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass. 
MAURICE  F.  DELANO,  Proprietor. 
FRANK  H.  DAVEY.  Superintendent. 


Poitanie  Poullry  Hooscs 


COOP  FOR    12  HENS,  $10.00 


10  X  ID  ALL  PURPOSE  HOUSE 

Can  be  made  Id  unite  to  any  length  desired. 
Just  right  for  brooders  or  brooder  stove. 
Equally  good  for  Krowlng  stock  (B»Qi~w  f\f\ 
or  laying  hens.     Pbick,  «IpO\7»v/\J 

Write  for  free  Itooklet  ehowine 
20  difterent  styles 

E.  C.  YOUNG  CO., 

3  Depot  St.,      Randolph,  Mass. 


Poultry  and  Pigeon  Supplies 

Q  AUAPC'C  POULTRY  FEEDS 
OHVHUL  0  ARE  UNEQUALED 

Fancy  Birds  fur  Itreedine  Purposes.  Eees 
for  Hatchine  in  season.   Sen<l  for  CataloK. 

G.  T.  SAVAGE, 

61  North  Market  St..  Boston.  Masi. 


PROGRESSIVE  STRAIN 

S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 

"  W£  HAVE  NO  OTHER  BREEDS." 

At  Boston,  the  great  quality  show  of  Reds  for  1916,  we  won  Ist  and  6th 
Pens  on  two  pens  entered. 

Hatching  Eggs  from  Prize,  Selected,  and  Utility  Matings 

PUIZE   MATED   PENS,  !.->   eet-    1*10  00 

SELECTED  MATED  PEN.S,     15      "  G  00 

50     "       la  «»o 
100     "       ao  oo 

I  TILITY'  •■  ••        100      "  8  00 

1000      •■         00  00 
EXTRA  QIIAI.ITT   DAY  OLDS,  100  CHICKS,  $30  00 
Special  prices  iiiiotcd  on  1000  lots.  Write  for  Matine  Lists 

SPRING    FARM   POULTRY  CO., 

STEPHEN  H  PARKER,  Mgr.  Box  93,  Littleton,  Mass. 
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I  believe  the  temperament  of  tlie  hen 
is  strongly  indicative  of  her  laying  capa- 
city. The  good  layer  has  an  active  dis- 
position and  nervous  temperament.  She 
moves  around  quickly  and  is  on  the  go 
more  than  the  poor  layer.  She  will  usu- 
ally be  at  work  early  in  the  morning. 
Regarding  the  question  of  laying  ma- 
turity, if  a  poultryman  has  100  puUeta 
all  hatched  about  the  same  time  in  March 
or  April,  and  they  have  been  given  good 
care  throughout  the  brooding  and  grow- 
ing periods,  he  will  find,  if  they  are  of 
average  stock,  that  a  very  few  of  them 
will  lay  at  live  months,  a  few  more  at  six, 
and  probably  half  at  seven  months,  and 
the  balance  at  eight  or  nine  months,  with 
probably  one  or  two  that  never  lay. 

Summarizing  the  results  of  our  work 
at  the  Oregon  station,  the  early  layer  is 
the  best  layer.  If  observed  carefully, 
the  poultryman  will  be  able,  very  defi- 
nitely to  pick  out  in  the  fall  from  the  100 
pullets,  a  flock  that  will  average  200  eggs 
in  the  year.  The  Oregon  records  show 
that  those  pullets  thatlbegin  to  lay  in  less 
than  200  days  from  the  date  they  were 
hatched,  laid  on  the  average  200  eggs  in 
the  year.  That  is  easy  to  remember. 
Those  pullets  that  do  not  lay  until  they 
are  300  days  of  age  lay  half  as  many 
eggs  as  the  others.  Those,  of  course, 
can  be  killed  ofl  and  sent  to  market. 
Hens  laying  in  from  20<i  to  250  days  will 
get  good  average  producers.  From  250 
to  ;;00  days  they  may  make  a  profit,  de- 
pending on  the  cost  of  feeding. 

I  believe  in  a  few  years  by  following 
this  method  the  poultryman  may  increase 
very  greatly  the  egg  yield  of  his  flock. 
A  large  red  comb  is  almost  a  certain  in- 
dication of  laying.  A  flexible  abdomen, 
good  depth  from  pelvic  bones  to  keel 
bone  and  also  width  between  the  pelvic 
bones,  are  pretty  good  indications  of  lay- 
ing maturity.  The  most  accurate  method, 
however,  is  the  trap  nest,  and  if  a  poul- 
tryman can  use  the  trap  nest  for  one 
month,  or  three  months,  he  may  at  the 
end  of  that  time  discard  them  and  be 
assured  from  the  records  during  that 
period  that  he  can  pick  out  the  good  lay- 
ers for  the  year,  as  well  as  those  that  will 
not  pay  for  their  keep. —  Ja.mes  Drvdk.v, 
of  Oregon  Agricultural  College,  in  Ameri- 
can AgriculluriH. 


WHAT  CAN  THE  AVERAGE 
READER  MAKE  OF 
PROF.  DRYDEN'S 
ADVICE? 

WE  REPRINT  the  article  above  be- 
cause it  illustrates  that  inconsist- 
ency and  inadequacy  in  state- 
ment which  was  mentioned  in  our  last 
issue  as  somewhat  characteristic  of  I'rof. 
Dryden,  and  at  the  same  time  it  affords 
texts  for  comment  upon  several  matters 
of  particular  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers.  He  begins  by  laying  down  five 
points  to  be  considered  in  selecting  for 
egg  production,  but  before  he  gets  through 


he  eliminates  the  second  and  third  of 
of  these,  gives  doubtful  value  to  the  first, 
a  rather  problematic  value  to  the  fifth, 
and  resolves  his  system  of  selection  into 
practice  based  either  upon  time  of  reach- 
ing laying  maturity  or  upon  a  trapnest 
record  for  a  very  brief  period.  The  av- 
erage reader,  after  going  through  the 
article  and  picking  up  here  and  there  an 
item  of  information  easily  detachable 
from  the  context,  is  likely  to  take  as  the 
final  advice  of  Mr.  Dryden  the  statement 
in  the  last  paragraph  that  the  use  of  the 
trap  nest  for  one  month  is  the  most  ac- 
curate method. 


PRICES 

ESPECIALLY  ATTRACTIVE 

Are  what  we  are  now  offering  in  breed- 
ing cocks,  hens,  cockerels,  and  pullets, 
both  for  exhibition  and  utility.  Extra 
nice  cockerels  at  $5  each.  Hich  col- 
ored, fine  shaped  males  at  $8  to  $10. 

At  Springfield,  Mass.:  All  firsts  on 
S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns ;  our  only  show 
thus  far  this  year. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 

Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS 

Box  666,  WALTHAM,  MASS. 


What  will  probably  make  the  next 
most  lasting  impression  upon  him  is  the 
delightfully  simple  rule  that  hens  that 
begin  to  lay  in  less  than  201)  days  will 
average  200  eggs  a  year,  while  those  that 
do  not  lay  under  :i()0  days  will  lay  only 
100  eggs  a  year.  To  complete  this  rule, 
it  should  be  stated  that  hens,  to  lay  300 
eggs  a  year,  must  begin  to  lay  within  1(K» 
days  of  the  date  of  hatching.  Mr.  Dry- 
den, in  his  treatment  of  the  subject, 
seems  blissfully  indifferent  to  the  incon- 
sistency of  using  averages  as  he  does  to 
prove  what  he  wants  to  in  matters  de- 
pendent upon  performance  and  selection. 
Those  of  us  who  work  more  with  flock 
in  breeding  and  producing  and  deal  with 
flocks  as  units,  are  entitled  to  use  aver- 
ages, (especially  if  we  eschew  trap  nests), 
but  the  poultry  investigator  who  basis  his 
conclusions  on  trap  nest  work  is  not  at 
liberty  to  switch  ott'  into  this  method  of 
using  statistics  as  Mr.  Dryden  does.  Trap 
nesting  and  pedigree  breeding  are  not 
profitable  unless  it  can  be  plainly  shown 
that  individual  lines  of  breeding  trans- 
mit desired  qualities  and  characters  with 
enough  certainty  and  regularity  to  justify 
the  additional  trouble  and  expense  of 
such  work. 

Mr.  Dryden's  story  of  the  development 
of  a  laying  strain  of  Barred  Rocks  at  the 
Oregon  station  suggests  some  pertinent 
questions.  To  me  it  is  not  credible  that 
a  presumably  expert  poultryman  got  as 
poor  results  from  so  many  hens  from  so 
many  difterent  sources  if  those  hens  ap- 
peared to  be  ordinarily  well  developed, 
vigorous,  and  thrifty,  and  any  sort  of  in- 


Mirimichi  Quality 

Sm  Cm  Rhode  Island  Reds 
White  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  White  Wyandottesm 

winners  at  New  York,  Uoeton,  Brockton,  Provi- 
dence, and  Attlcboro.  Cockerels,  Pullets, 
Cocks  and  Hens  that  will  win  for  you.  Prices 
low.   Satisfaction  Kiiaranteed.   Catiilogiie  free. 

MIRIMICHI  POULTRY  FARM. 

FOXBORO,  MASS. 

W.  H.  SAART,  ManaKer. 


Rockwood's  Buff  Wyandottes 

Will  aeaiu  "BEST  DISPLAY"  at  the 
Great  Boston  Show,  Jaiinary,  1910. 

A  few  more  cockerels  for  sale.  Kgaa  from  very 
choice  high  class  raatlngs  after  February  15th.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

FRED  ROCKWOOD, 

SOUTH   BROOKLINK.  N.  H. 

CEDARCROFT 

PEDIGREED 

Hose  and  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  and  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock  Baby  Chicks  hatched  from  eggs 
from  highest  quality,  trapnested,  bred-to-lay  stock 
with  egg  records  209.  '-'61,  257.  Also  hatching  eggs 
and  breeding  stock  at  very  low  prices  for  iiuallty. 
Catalog  No.  21  free.   Write  today. 

"CEDARCROFT,"  Madison,  Conn. 


IGEONSnAY 


Belter  Than  Chickens  I 

Young- pigfons'squab'^ibnnp  I 
40  to  60c  each  when  3  to  4  f 
weeks  old.    Big  demand  in  city  mj 
kvta.    Each  pair  of  pitreona  ean  , 
clear  $4  per  year.    Always  penned  1 
up.   Very  little  space   end  money 
needed  to  Btari.  Free  Book  explains  all,  Ha- 
jiQSTicSguABCo.,  Dept.  25     Adel.  Iowa. 


Citis  FREE 
fSt>  BOOK 


Build  on  this  Foundation 

First,  build  up  the  health  of  the  breeding  stock,  the  fathers  and  motherc  of  the  little  chicks  that  are  going  to  be 
hatched  in  the  spring.  That  is  the  way  to  make  sure  ot  fertile  eggs.  Don't  waste  time  and  incubator  heat  on  eggs  that 
cannot  hatch  out  strong,  livable  chicks.    Successful  breeders  knew  that  in  thi  pre-hatching  season  they  should  use 

pratts.  Poultry  Regulator—  and  Remedies 

Then  they  can  figure  on  a  healthy  husky  chick  for  almost  every  egg.  Chicks  will  grow^  rapidly  and  mature  early. 
Your  poultry  will  have  abounding  health,  strength  and  stamina,  and  be  kept  free  from  vermin  and  disease. 

Here  are  some  Pratts  Remedies  you  should  use: 


Pratts  Poultry  Regulator.  Unequalled  for  putting  breeding 
{tock  into  condition  and  to  produce  fertile  hatching  ego's  in 
large  quantities.    25c;  50c;  $1.00;  25  lb.  pail,  4.2.50. 

Pratts  Baby  Chick  Food.  Guaranteed  to  raise  every  livable 
chick.  25c;  50c;  14  lb.  bag,  $1.00;  25  lbs.,  $1.50;  100  lbs.,  $5.75. 

Pratts  Powdered  Lice  Killer.    Rids  the  sitting   hen  of 
lice  and  protects  the  chicks.    Sifter  top  cans,  2.5c;  50c. 

The  Pratts  Label  means  satisfaction  guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 
The  better  class  of  Feed,  Seed  and  Poultry  Supply  Dealers  all  sell  Pratts,  so  ask  for  them  and  accept  no  others 


Pratts  Poultry  Disinfectant.  A  liquid  lice  and  mite  killer. 
Germicide,  antiseptic  and  deodorant.  One  tiuart,  35c; 
one  gallon,  $1.00. 

Pratts  Roup  Remedy.  Tablets  or  powder.  The  sure,  safe, 
guaranteed  remedy  for  colds,  roup,  canker  and  similar 
diseases.    25c;  50c  and  $1.00. 


PRATT  FOOD  COMPANY 


Philadelphia,  Chicago  and  Toronto 
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telligent  effort  was  made  to  have  them  do 
their  best.  Another  question  is  when 
the  numbers  of  pullets  used  in  the  second 
and  third  years'  observations  was  so 
small,  why  was  it  necessary  to  breed  from 
so  many?  Twenty-eight  pullets  from 
ninety-five  hens  and  forty-three  pullets 
from  about  sixty  hens  indicate  either 
very  poor  success  in  growing  chicks,  or 
such  a  plan  of  operations  as  would  tend 
to  equalize  the  numbers  of  chicks  ob- 
tained from  good  and  poor  layers.  Such 
statistics  of  increase  as  Mr.  Dryden  gives 
in  this  case  appear  very  convincing  to 
those  who  take  them  at  their  face  value, 
but  not  to  anyone  who  weighs  the  facts 
carefully. 

Mr.  Dryden  is  correct  in  his  statement 
as  to  the  relative  laying  capacities  of  dif- 
ferent breeds,  but  he  apparently  does  not 
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THE  BOSTON  POULTRY  SHOW 

THE  twentieth  annual  show  of  the 
Boston  Poultry  Association  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  of  the  many 
big  and  good  shows  that  have  been  held 
at  Boston.  Its  most  remarkable  feature 
was  the  exhibit  of  waterfowl  brought  here 
in  connection  with  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Waterfowl  Club.  As  would  be  ex- 
pected under  such  conditions  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  the  exhibits  in  these 
classes  came  from  outside  of  New  Eng- 
land,— mostly  from  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Another  unusually  good  class  was  the 
exhibit  of  Dark  Cornish  (Indian  Game). 
Light  Brahmas,  Bufl'  and  Partridge  Co- 
chin classes  were  strong,  and  most  other 


gone  out  of  this  variety,  and  his  exhibits 
will  be  missed.  The  exhibit  of  turkeys 
was  good,  perhaps  better  than  usual  in 
connection  with  the  effort  to  organize  a 
New  England  Turkey  Growers'  Club. 
The  displays  of  utility  fowls,  or  fowls 
with  utility  classification,  and  of  dressed 
poultry  and  eggs,  were  also  quite  large 
and  attractive. 

Awards 

AddresaeB  given  with  the  flret  mention  of  name. 
Towns  not  otherwise  designated  are  In  Maesa- 
chusetts. 

Light  Bbahmas  —  W.  A.  Hendrlckson,  Milton,  1 
ck;  1,  4  hen;  5  pul:  1  pen.  Harvey  C.  Wood,  Bound 
Brook,  N.J. ,  2  ck;  5  hen;  1,3  pul;  2,6  pen.  Geo. 
v.  Fletcher,  Belmont,  3,  U  ck;  2,  6  hen;  4  pul;  3,  4 
pen.  WlUowbrook  Farm,  Beverly,  4,  5  ck;  5,  6  ckl; 
6pul;5pen.  Balch  &  Brown,  Manchester,  Conn.  3 
hen;  2  pul.  Dr.  yulncy  H.  Merrill.  Dudley,  1,  4  ckl. 
Frank  H.  Wildes,  Hudson,  2  eki.  F.  S.  Barton,  Nor 
wood,  3  ckl. 

Dabk  Bbahmas  — H.  C.  Lane,  Peterboro,  N.  H.  1 
ck;  1  ckl;  3  pul.  Dr.  S.  Lott,  Bellona,  N.  Y.,  2  ck;  1 
2  hen;  2  ckl;  1,  2  pul. 


A  Warm  House  for  White  Leghorns  in  Central  New  York 


see  that  his  ideas  about  the  relation  of 
laying  capacity  to  size  and  weight  are  not 
in  accord  with  this  position,  and  in  giving 
figures  to  prove  his  theory  that  small  hens 
(of  their  kind)  are  the  best  layers,  he 
trips  sadly.  After  showing  how,  when 
divided  into  groups  having  average 
weights  of  7,  6,  and  5  lbs.,  the  records  of 
a  certain  lot  of  hens  showed  decisively 
that  lb.  hens  were  the  best  layers,  he 
tells  us  that  approximately  2.")'/o  of  the 
Hock  that  laid  over  2()0  eggs  averaged  5% 
lbs.,  or  nearly  xir  pounds.  This  would 
indicate  that  the  heavy  layers  were  about 
equally  distributod  in  his  weight  classes. 
He  admits  elsewhere  in  the  article  that 
there  are  great  layers  among  fowls  of  good 
size,  but  claims  that  they  are  not  so 
numerous.  The  truth  about  this  is  that 
within  the  usual  limits  size  has  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  laying  capacity,  but 
that  it  is  easier  to  get  good  production 
from  hens  that  are  least  inclined  to  put 
on  flesh.  That  is  the  reason  that  light 
weight  breeds  and  light  weight  hens  of 
the  medium  and  heavy  breeds  are  most 
popular  among  poultry  keepers,  only  a 
small  proportion  of  whom  are  really  skil- 
ful in  the  management  of  fowls.  In  the 
hands  of  a  real  poultryman  who  is  work- 
ing for  egg  production,  the  largest  and 
best  developed  hens  in  a  stock  are  likely 
to  be  the  best  layers. 

BOSTON  SHOW,  1849 

Was  Uie  FIRST  POl  I.TRV  SHOW  IN  AM- 

KKICA.  In  order  to  make  Information  about  this 
show  av.illable  to  all  interested  In  imultry,  John  H. 
Koblnson  has  made  a  complete  account  of  It  from 
the  fragmentary  reports  publlshcil  at  the  time,  and 
Illustrated  It  with  reproductions  of  cuts  made  at  that 
time.   Price  10  cents,  postpaid. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.. 
39  Sudbarr  St.,        -         BOSTON,  MASS. 


This  House  Has  a  Straw  Loft  to  Keep  Down  Moisture 

Asiatic  varieties  were  fairly  represented. 
Classes  of  the  American  varieties  and 
Orpingtons  were  good  as  usual.  It  is 
very  rare  to  see  anything  but  good  classes 
in  these  popular  varieties  here,  though 
not  infrequently  a  few  specimens  not  of 
exhibition  type  and  quality  appear  in  a 
class.  A  notable  case  of  this  kind  was 
seen  among  the  Barred  Rock  pens.  One 
pen  of  good,  vigorous,  husky  birds  were 
in  color  and  barring  of  the  style  of  some 
of  the  early  Barred  Rocks,  not  at  all  like 
what  has  for  a  generation  been  standard. 
Perhaps  the  owner  thought  this  time  of 
division  of  opinion  about  Barred  Rock 
color  a  good  time  to  revive  an  old  style. 

Black  and  Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs 
were  among  the  large  classes  and  as 
always  here  were  fine  in  quality.  In 
Mediterraneans  the  only  large  class  was 
the  S.  C.  White  Leghorns; — many  others 
were  good  in  (|uality,  but  average  to 
small  in  numbers. 

For  the  first  time  in  my  recollection  of 
Boston  shows  there  were  no  Silver  Grey 
Dorkings.     Mr.  George  B.  Inches  has 


Buff  Bbahmas— H.  C.  Merrill,  Maiden,  1  pen. 

Buff  Coohins— Oaklind  Farm,  Taunton,  1,  2,  3,  6 
ck;  1,  2,  4,  6  hen;  1,  2,  3,  6ckl;  2,  3.  4,  G  pul;  2,  3  pen. 
A.  P.  Ingram,  West  Chester,  Pa.,  4,  6  ck;  3,  5  pen;  4, 
5  ckl;  1,  5  pul;  1  pen. 

PABTBroGE  Cochins—  Baylies  Bros.,  Taunton,  1,  5 
ck;  2,  3,  4  hen;  2,  4.  5  ckl;  2,  3,  5,  6  pul;  3  pen.  Anna 
L.  Burrall,  Union  City,  Conn.,  2,  4  ck:  1,  6  hen;  1,  3 
ckl;  1,4  pul;  2  pen.  Holly  Hill  Farm,  Sea  View,  3 
ck;  5  pul;  5  ckl;  1  pen. 

Blaok  Cochins  —  Orchard  Poultry  Farm,  Spring 
Grove,  Pa.,  1  ck;  2  hen;  1,  2  ckl;  2,  3  pul.  W.  S. 
Williams.  Whitman,  2  ck;  1  hen;  3  ckl;  1  pul. 

White  Cochins  — H.  W.  Lacy,  Wakefield,  1  ckl;  1, 
2  pul. 

Black  Langshans  — T.  Dickson  Smith,  Boston,  1, 
4  ck;  5,  6  hen;  Gckl;  3,5  pul.  J.  F.  Robinson,  So. 
Weymouth.  3,  G  ck;  2,  4  hen;  2,  3,  6  ckl;  1,  2,  6  pul. 
Ives.  Ives  &  Ives, Guilford,  Conn.,  2  ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl; 
I  pen.  Chlckatawbut  Farm,  Canton,  .5ck;  3  hen;  5 
ckl;  4  pul. 

White  Langshans— Ives,  1  pen. 

Babbed  Plymodth  Kocks  —  Plttsfleld  Poultry 
Farms  Co.,  Holllston,  2  ck;  2,  3  hen;  3  pul;  1  pen. 
Geo.  J.  Cunningham,  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y..  3  ck.  Hal- 
tile  Nicholson,  Li'omlnster,  5  ck.  W.  H.  Upliam, 
Leominster,  4  ck.  C.  II.  Latham,  Lancaster,  1.  4,  5, 
Ghen;  2  pul.  Grove  Hill  Poultry  Yards.  Waltham, 
4,5,  6  ckl;  5  pul;  2,3  pen.  l^ulmby  &  Adams.  i;ast 
Kocliester,  N.  H  ,  2  ckl.  W.  W.  Carpenter,  E.  Provl- 
dence,  K.  I.,  1,3  ckl;  4  pul.  Bear  Brook  P.  Farm, 
Wakefield,  i  pul.  Pullet  Bred  — Geo.  A.  Bowker. 
Worcester.  1  ck.  F.  W.  Proctor,  No.  Brookfleld.  2 
ck.  Natt  L.  DIvoll,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  3  ck;  2,  3  ckl. 
Plttsfleld  Farms.  5  ck:  6  ckl;  1  pen.  Bear  Brook 
Farm,  4  ckl.  Fred  E.  SImman,  Hyannis,  1  ckl. 
Cockerel  Bred  —  PIttslield  Farms.  1  hen;  2  pul;  1 
pen.  Natt  DIvoll,  2  hen;  6  pul;  2,  5  pen.  W.  W.  Car- 
penter, 3  hen;  3  pul;  4  pen.  Geo.  A.  Bower,  4  hen; 
1  pul.  Haldle  Nicholson.  5  hen.  Grove  Hill  Poultry 
Yards,  4  pul;  3  pen. 

White  Plymouth  Kookb  —  A.  H.  Harris,  Kast 
Pepperell,  1  ck.   Mlrlmlcbi  PoultryFarm,  Foxboro, 


Pebruary 
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"Blue  Hen" 

Hot-Air  Colony  Brooder 

It  weighs  90  lbs.— grate  area  2'4  times  usual 
size  — fire  can't  smother  out.  Fresh  air  with- 
out drafts  because  of  special  patented  cur- 
tain arrangements  —  warms  large  floor  area 
without  overheating  the  house.  Burns  hard  or 
Gaaranteed  _  ^  soft  coal  or  gas - 
satisfactory  on  ^"fS  an  automatic  reg 
trial  or  money 
back 


ulator  that  keeps 
right  temper- 
ature 
in  all 
weather 


Buy  Another 


,,  East  Lexington,  Mass. 

I  am  BO  well  satisfied  that  I  Intend  to  buy 
another.  I  have  chicks  five  weeks  old,  and 
some  weigh  l{  of  a  pound.  I  never  had  such 
a  small  loss  which  I  credit  to  the  brooder.  I 
have  had  no  trouble  whatever.  It  keeps  the 
temperature  very  even.  My  coal  costs  3c. 
a  day,  which  is  cheaper  than  kero- 
Wm.  M.  Hommkl. 


II 


Write  for  your  copy  of  the 

Blue  Hen"  Book 

Contains  many  valuable  poultry  Ideas 
and  suggestions. 

A  SPECIAL  PROPOSITION  to  deal- 
ers  and  agent*. 

WATSON  MFG.  CO,  Lan"=r!Va. 
Manufacturers  of  "  Blue  Hen " 
Broodera(Hot-Alr  and  Hot-Water) 
Round  Tray  Incubators  and  Mam- 
moth Incubators. 


Breed  Books 

The  Leghorns.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Drev- 

enstedt. 

Illustrated  with  color  plates  by  Sewell;  140  pages' 
9  X  12;  paper  covers.   Price  ixjstpald,  $1.00. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks.    Edited  by 
W.  C.  Denny  and  J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell,  144  pages,  9  x  12 
profusely  Illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price,  post- 
paid, Jl.OO. 

The  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Edited  by 
D.  E.  Hale. 

Color  plate  of  feathers  by  Sewell;  88  pages,  9  x  12, 
Illustrated;  paper  covers.   Postpaid,  75  cent*. 

The  Wyandottes.   Edited  by  J.  H 
Drevenstedt 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell;  160  pages,  9x  12 
lustrated;  pai>er  covers.   Price  iwstpald.  11.00. 

The   Orpingtons.   Edited  by  J.  H. 
Drevenstedt 

80  pages,  9x  12,  illustrated;  paiwr  covers.  Price 
postpaid,  76  cents. 

The  Asiatics. 

Color  plates  of  Buff  and  Partridge  Cochins  bj 
Sewell:  96  pages;  Illustrated;  paper  cover.  Price 
postpaid,  60  cents. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO., 

39  Sudbury  St.,    -    Boston,  Mass. 


AT  MADISON  SQUARE  GARDEN  1915-16 


Our  CHAMPION,  SENSATION,  and  RED  PRINCE  Strai 


ns 


Of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds  WIN  4  BLUES,  more  than  any  other  exhibitor  i  INCLUDING  Ist  HEN  SHAPE 
SPECIAL,  1st  PULLET  COLOR  SPECIAL,  2d  PEN  and  4th  COCKEREL  in  Rose  Combs  Also  2d  BEST  DISPLAY 
Ist  HEN,  SHAPE  SPECIAL,  1st  PULLET  in  Single  Combs,  L»iafL,Ai. 

AT  D^^OT^^IVI  lC\tC  the  most  coveted  win  of  1st  COCKEREL,  also  3d  COCKEREL 
i\  I       D^/O  I  ^/lll.      I^IO     COLOR  SPECIAL,  6th  COCKEREL,  1st  HEN,  SHAPE  SPECIAL, 

o,^  or,x.^T«T  ...  "^^'^  '^^^  PULLET,  2d  PEN  in  Rose  Combs,  Ist  HEN, 

SHAPE  SPECIAL,  (finest  hen  in  America  i,  4th  and  6th  COCKS,  3d  PEN  in  Single  Combs. 

ELEGANT  COCKS  AND  COCKERELS,  OF  SAME   BLOOD  LINES,  FOR  SALE 
now  ready.  Send  Stamp        RED    FEATHER    FARIVI^         TivertOn^4^CorS.,  R.I* 


1916 


PAftM-POULTRY 


2,  4  ck;  1  hen;  5ckl;  6  pul;  3  pen.   PIttsfleld  ParmB, 

3  ck;  2,  4  lien;  3  ckl;  1  pen.  Branford  Farms,  Gro- 
ton.  Conn.,  6  ck;  3  hen.  Samuel  Knowles,  South 
EaBton,fick;  2  pul;  5  pen.  W.  F.  Hayward,  West- 
boro,  S,  6  hen;  1,  4,  6  ckl:  1,  2.  3, 4  pul;  2,  4  pen. 

BuiT  Plymouth  Rocks  —  Chas.  E.  Coffin,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  1  ck.  Eben  F.  Gay,  Norwood,  2  c-k;  n 
hen.  W.  H.  Huse,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  ck.  Freler  & 
Lukens,  Merlden,  Conn.,  4  ck;  1,6  hen;  3  ckl;  4,  6 
pul  H.  S.  Blanklnshlp.  Marlon,  5  ck;  2  hen.  Sun- 
nyside  Farm,  Bristol,  Vt.,  6  ck;  4.  6  ckl.  P.  W. 
Noyes,  New  London,  Conn.,  3  hen;  3  pul.  Capt.  T. 
Kae,  Holyoke,  1  ckl.  E.  J.  Freeman,  So.  Duxbury, 
2  ckl.  E.  H.  Llchtenwalter,  Cilrard,  Pa.,  1,  2  pul. 
Fair  Acres  Farms,  Mlllis,  5  pul;  1  pen. 

Paetkidgi  Plymouth  Rocks  — Geo.  II.  Hendry, 
Mattapan,  1  ck.  Paul  KllnKhell,  Walpole,2  ck;  4  ckl; 

4  pul;  3  pen.  Glenwood  Farm,  West  Mansfield,  3  ck; 

3,  4  hen;  2,3,6  ckl;  1,3  pul;  1  pen.  J.  F.  Mackay, 
Bordlntown,  N.  J..  4,  fi  ck;  2,  6  pul;  2  pen.  L.  F. 
Howe,  Manstreld,  1  hen.  Allen  Bros.,  Sanford,  Me., 

2  hen.  Frank  O.  Shepardson,  Mansfield,  5,  6  hen;  5 
ckl. 

SiLVKR  PKNCILKD  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  —  J.  F.  Mac- 
kay,  1  ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl;  1  pul;  1  pen.   B.  P.  Crocker, 

3  ckl;  2,  3  pul. 

Columbian  Plymouth  Rocks— August  Rlenhardt, 
C^ulncy,  1  ck;  3  pul.  H.  M.  Munroe,  Lexlugton.  2 
ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl;  1  pul;  1  pen.  Crosby  &  Smith, 
Littleton,  3  ck;  2  hen;  2,  3  ckl;  2,  4,  6  pul. 

Silver  Wyandottks  —  R.  G.  Williams,  Barre,  1,  2 
ck;  1,  2,  3|hen;  1,2,  4  ckl;  1,2,  3  pul;  1  pen.  Terry 
<&  Ladd,  Brockton,  3  ck;  4  hen;  3  ckl;  4,  5  pul.  F. 
W.  Sawyer,  W'oburn,  5  ckl.  James  RluB,  Qulncy,  2 
pen. 

Golden  Wyandottks— Loren  H.  Brown,  Lunen- 
berK,  2,  4  ck;  1.  2,  3  hen;  1.  2  ckl;  1,  2,  3  pul;  1  pen. 
Albert  Fletcher,  Jr.,  Warrenton,  Va.,  I,  5  ck;  6  pul. 
O.  I*.  Chase,  Andover,  6  ck;  4  hen;  3,  4  ckl;  4,5  pul. 
Mark  E.  Johnson,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  3  ck;  5,  6  hen. 

White  Wyandottks— J.  W.  Amlrews,  Di^bton,  1, 
Bck;  1,2  hen;  1,4  ckl;  2,3,6  pul;  1  pen.  Geo.  H. 
Pollard,  Greenbush,  2  ck;  3  lien;  6  ckl.  W.  H.  Wil- 
liams, PlalnBeld,  N.  J.,  3  ck.  Fernbook  Farm,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  6ck;  6  hen;  2  pen.  The  White  Wyan- 
dotte P.  Yards,  Westboro,  4  ck;  6  hen;  1,4,  5  pul;  4 
pen.  Jos.  Johnle,  Natlck,  4  hen;  3  pen.  A.  M. 
Haven,  Mansfield,  3  ckl.   Mlrlmlchl  Farm,  2  ckl. 

BuFP  Wyandottes— Andrew  Rlddell,  Greenwich, 
N.  Y.,  1,  6  ck;  3,6  hen;  1  ckl;  3  pen.  O.  Arthur 
Cook,  Easthampton,  2,  4  ck;  4  hen;  4,  5  pul.  C.  E. 
Coflin,  3  ck:  3  ckl;  Ipul;  2  pen.  Frid  Rockwood, 
So.  Brookllne,  N.  H.,  6  ck;  1  hen;  2,4,  G  ckl;  2,  3 
pul;  1  pen.  J.  H.  Clark,  W.  Pawlet,  Vt.,  2  hen;  6  pul; 
B  pen. 

Black  Wyandottes— All  to  Jas.  L.  Austin,  Stougli- 
ton. 

Partbidgk  Wyandottes  —  Sheffield  Farm,  Glen- 
dale,  Ohio,  1,  2,  3  ck;  2,  3,  4  hen;  1,  2,  3  ckl;  1,  2,  3 
pul;  1,  2  pen.  A.  G.  Thompson.  Franklin,  X.  H.,  4 
ck;  5,  6  ckl;  6  pul.  R.  J.  Abbott,  Antrim,  N.  H.,  5 
ck;  6  hen;  4  ckl;  5  pul.  D.  S.  Strong,  Middle  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  1,  5  hen;  4  pul. 

Silver  Penciled  Wyandottes  —  Horace  Have- 
nieyer,  Stamford,  Conn.,  1  ck;  3,  4,5  hen;  1,  3,  4ckl; 

3,  4,  5  pul;  3  pen.   F.  W.  Rogers,  Montello,  1,  2  hen; 

2  ckl;  1,  2  pul;  2  pen.   A.  L.  Hathaway,  1  pen. 
Columbian  Wyandottes— R.  Woodward,  Grafton, 

1,2  ck;  2  hen;  1,2  pul;  3  pen.  C.  C.  .Smith,  Vine- 
yard Haven,  3  ck;  6  hen.  W.  W.  Welch,  MUford,  N. 
H.,  4,  5  ck.   H.  L.  Freeman,  So.  Duxbury,  1  hen;  3, 

4  pul.  E.  N.  Hunters,  PIttsfleld,  3  hen.  Jsa.  E.  Per- 
kins, West  Stoughton,  3  ckl;  2  pen.  Geo.  H.Sim- 
mons, Whitman,  1,  2.  4  ckl.  J.  P.  Keating,  Westboro, 
6  ckl.   Gilbert  P.  Farm,  Haverhill,  1  pen. 

JaVas  —  All  to  Morton  &  Gregory,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

American  Dominiques— Neal  Litchfield,  Freeport, 
Me.,  1  ck;  3  hen;  4,  5  ckl;  3,  5,  6  pul.  C.  W.  Besse, 
Jefferson,  Me.,  2,  3,  4  ck;  1,2  hen;  1,2,  3  ckl;  1,2,4 
pul;  1  pen. 

S.  C.  R.  I.  Reds  —  Rock  Ledge  Farm,  Southboro, 
1  ck.   Red  Feather  Farm,  Tiverton  4  Corners,  R.  I., 

4,  6  ck;  Ihen;  3  pen.    Elmer  F.Benson,  Whitman, 

3  ck;  1  ckl.  P.  O.  Mitchell,  Nortliboro,  2  ck.  H.  P. 
Ourney,  Whitman,  5  ck.  Wm.  C.  Stevens,  Foxboro, 
2,  3  hen;  1,  2  pul.  Owen  Farms,  4,  5  hen;  3  ck;  6  pul; 
2,6  pen.  Mlrlmlchl  Poultry  Farm,  6  hen;  4,  C  ckl. 
E.  W.  Cunningham,  Exeter,  N.  H.,  5  ckl;  4  pul.  H. 
E.  Thomas,  Milford,  2  ckl;  3  pul.  Spring  Farm 
Poultry  Co.,  Littleton,  5  pul;  1,  6  pen. 

R.  C.  R.  1.  Reds  —  Payne  Bros.,  Portland,  Conn., 
2,  4ck;  2,  6  hen;  2,  4,  5  ckl;  6  pul;  1,  3  pen.  Red 
Feather  Farm,  1,  4,  5  hen;  1,  3,  6  ckl;  4  pul;  2  pen. 
J.  S.  Diamond,  Franklin,  N.  H.,  1,  5  ck;  3  pul.  A. 
Eugene  Alden,  West  Bridgewater,  3  ck;  1,  5  pul. 
House  Rock  P.  Farm,  E.  Weymouth,  2  pul. 

R.  I.  Whites— Frank  C.  Wright,  North  Amherst,  1 
pen. 

S.  C.  Buff  Orpinotons  —  Owea  Farms,  1, 3,  5  ck; 
2,  3  hen;  1  ckl;  1,  2,  3  pul;  1,  4  pen.  A.  M.  Bardwcll, 
Westboro,  4,  6  ck;  1,4,  5  hen;  2  ckl;  4,  5  pul;  2,  3 
pen.   O.  E.  Besson,  Marlboro,  2  ck;  6  pen.   Mrs.  E. 

5,  Everett*  Son.  No.  Attleboro,  6  hen;  3  ckl. 

S.  C.  Black  Orpinotons— C.  S.  Purdy,  Stamford, 
Conn.,  1,  2  ck;  1  hen;  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  ckl;  1,  2  3,  4,  5 
pul:  1  pen.   E.  W.  Poole,  New  Bedford,  3  ck. 

BLtlE  Orpingtons  —  Haldle  Nicholson,  Leomin- 
ster, 1,  5,  6  ck;  3,  4  hen;  1,  3,6ckl;  2,  3,  4  pul;  1  pen. 
C.  P.  Sheedy,  East  Wareham,  4  ck;  1,  2  hen.  Mrs. 
Everett  &  Son,  1  pul.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Roberts,  Everett,  2 
ck.   Mrs.  L.  W.  Bridges,  Framlngham.  2,  4  ckl. 

S.  C.  White  Orpingtons  —  Eugene  Sites,  Elyra, 
O.,  1  ck;  4  hen;  5  ckl.  J.  R.  Johnson,  So.  Windham, 
Me.,  2  ck;  2  hen.  J.  H.  Hlllsgrove,  Wakefield,  3  ck; 

1  hen.  Jill  Yards,  Plalnfleld,  N.  J.,  4  ck;  5  hen;  4  ckl; 
6  pul.  I.  W.  Dillon,  Lawrence,  3  hen;  3  pen.  Glen- 
wood P.  Tarda,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  1  ckl.  G.  H.  Hen- 
dry, 3  ckl.  O.  T.  Curtis,  Woburn,  2  ckl;  1  pul.  A. 
L.  Dyer.  Brockton,  2,  3,  4  pul.  H.  E.  Chadbourn, 
N.  Berwick,  Me.,1  pen. 

R.  C.  White  Orpingtons  —  Glenwood  P.  Farm,  1 
hen;  Ickl;  Ipul;  1  pen.  W.F.Butler,  Haverhill,  2 
hen;  3  ckl. 

Dark  Cobnish  —  Frank  H.  Clement,  Hempstead, 
L.  I..lck;  2  ckl.  Prof.  J.  M.  Prlske,  Hudson,  N. 
H.,  2  hen:  2  pul.  Buttrlck  Bros.,  Fltchburg,  2  ck;  5 
hen.  J.  D  McGowan,  Watertown,  Conn.,  3  ck;  3 
hen.  Mrs.  R.  W.  Pomeroy,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  4,  il  ck;  6 
hen;  5,  6  ckl;  5  pul;  3  pen.  H.  H.  McCormlck, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  1  hen;  3,  4  ckl;  3,  4,  6  pul;  1  pen. 

White  Cornish  —  J.  W.  Tawney  Montgomery, 
Pa.,  1  ck;  2  hen.   Frank  Brown,  Marblehead,  1  hen: 

2  ckl;  3  pul.  A.  W.  Dodge,  Wenham.  1  ckl;  1  pul. 
F.  H.  Howland,  Worcester,  3,  4  ckl;  2,4  pul. 

White  Lackd  Red  Cornish  —  F.  C.  Burbank, 
Sandwich.  1  ck;  3,  4  hen;  1  ckl;  3  pul.  Bliss  & 
Wheeler,  Clinton,  Conn.,  2  ck;  1,  5  hrn.  W.  H.  Card, 
Manchester,  Conn.,  2  hen;  3,  4,  5,  (ickl;  2,  4,  .5  pul. 
M.  K.  Thomas,  WalUngford,  Conn.,  2  ckl;  1  pul. 

S.  C.  Brown  Leohorns—H.  W.  Weeks,  Frrmlng- 
ham  Center,  1,  2,  3,  4  ck:  2,  3,  4, 5  hen;  4,  5  ckl;  2,  3.  5 
pul.  C.  Sydney  Cook,  Jr.,  1  hen:  1  ckl;  1,  4  pul.  E. 
O.  Runnells,  Concord,  N.  H.,  3.  C<  ckl.  N.  B.  Hart- 
ford, Bournedale,  2  ckl. 

R.  C.  Brown  Leghorns  —  N.  B.  Hartford,  I  ckl. 
C.  P.  Jones,  Providence,  R.  I.,  1  pul. 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns  —  W.  H.  Williams,  Plaln- 
fleld. N.  J.,  1,  2  ck:  1.  2,  5,  6  hen;  3.  4,  5,  6  ckl;  1,  4, 
6  pul;  4.  5  pen.   H.  P.  McKean,  Jr.,  Beverly  Farms, 

4  ck:  3,4  hen;  2  pen.  Owen  Farms,  3,  5, 6  ck;  1,2 
ckl;  2,  3,  5  pul;  1,  3,  6  pen. 

R.  C.  White  Leghorns  —  Turtle  Point  Farm, 
Saratoga  Springs.  N.  Y.,  1  ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl:  1  pul. 
H.  D.  Newton,  Leominster,  2  ck. 

S.  C.  Buff  Leghorns  —Miss  A.  P.  Wilcox,  Mys- 
tic, Conn.,  1  ck:  1,  6  ben;  1,  2,  3  ckl;  1  pen.   Dr.  J. 


fi.  Webster,  Peabody,  2,  3,  4  ck;  2,  3,  4  hen;  4,  5,  C 
ckl;  4,  5,0  pul.    C.  I.  Davis,  Waterville,  Me.,  2  pul. 

R.  C.  Buff  Leghorns  -  J.  E.  Skellle,  Cambridge, 
N.  Y.,  1  ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl;  1  pul.  M.  H.  Willis.  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.,2ck. 

S.  0.  Black  Leghorns  —  Turtle  Point  Farm,  1  ck; 
1,  2  hen;  1.  3,  4  ckl;  1,  2,  3,  4  pul;  1  pen.  John  T. 
Kelleher,  Springfield,  2  ck;  4  hen;  fi  ckl.  John  Mac- 
Kenzie,  Milton,  5  hen;  2  ckl;  5,  6  pul. 

Blue  Leghorns  —  Copeland  &  Richards,  Dexter, 
Me.,  1  ck;  1  hen;  1  ckl;  1  pul.  M.  B.  Person,  Leo- 
minster, 2  pul. 

Silver  Leghorns  —  All  to  Turtle  Point  Farm. 

Black  Minoroas  —  Dr.  B.  J.  Hovestadt,  Boston,  1 
ck;  4,  5  hen;  5  pul.  Charles  Gould,  (iU  ncoe,  Ont., 
Canada,  4,  5  ck;  2  hen;  1,  4  ckl;  2,  4  pul;  2  pen. 
Pratt  Experiment  Station,  Morten,  Pa.,  2  ck;  1,3 
hen;  2,  3,  5  ckl;  1,  3  pul:  1  pen. 

White  Minoroas  —  Mrs.  A.  J.  Roberts,  Everett,  1 
hen. 

Blue  Andalusians — John  McKlbbln,  Wllloughby, 
Ohio,  1  ck;  1,  2,  3  hen.    E.  D.  Bird,  (ireenwlch,  Ct., 

2  ck;  4,  5  hen;  2,3  ckl;  1,  2  pul;  2  pen.  Chas.  K. 
Clement,  Wayland,  1  ckl.  W.  T.  Naylor,  Plalnsvllle, 

0.  ,  1  pen. 

Black  Spanish  —  Walter  T.  Remreur,  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  1  ckl;  1  pul.   T.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Bridgewater,  2  ckl. 

S.  C.  Anoonab  —  L.  C.  Strang,  East  Weymouth,  4 
ck;  1  hen;  4  ckl.  C.  A.  Martin,  Derry.  N.  H.,  1,  3 
ck;  2,  4  hen;  5  ckl;  3,  5  pul;  1  pen.  Chester  V. 
Dodge,  Rockport,  1,  2  ckl:  1  pul;  2,  3  pen.  Wood* 
Newman,  Mansfield,  N.  J.,  2  ck;  2  hen.  Edward 
Rich,  Springfield,  2  pul. 

R.  C.  Anconas— L.  C.  Strang,  1,  2ck;  1  hen;  2  ckl; 

3  pul.  Geo.  Burnell,  Arlington  Heights,  2  hen;  2 
ckl.  Carl  S.  Sturgls,  E.  Bridgewater,  4,  6  ckl;  3  hen; 
1,4  pul. 

White  Anconas— All  to  C.  A.  Martin. 

Mottled  Houdans  —  E.  L.  Sweetser,  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  1  ck.  Fred  L.  Woolner,  Worcester,  2 
ck.  Brldleniere  P.  Yards.  Medfleld,  3  ck;  3  hen;  1 
ckl:  1  pul;  1  pen.  H.  W.  Lacy,  Wakefield,  1,  2  hen; 
2  ckl;  2  pul. 

White  Houdans  — All  to  S.  A.  Howland,  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y. 

White  Crested  Black  Polish  —  Charlesbrook 
Farm.  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  1  ck.  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Bay- 
lies, Taunton,  2  ck;  1,  2,  hen:  1,  2  ckl;  1,  2  pul.  Dr. 
Cieo.  R.  Jenkins,  3  ck;  3,  4  pul. 

Silver  Polish  —  Orchard  Poultry  Farm,  Spring 
Grove.  Pa.,  1  ck;  2,  4  hen.  J.  F.  MacKay,  2,  3  ck;  1, 
3,  5,  6  hen. 

White  Polish  —  J.  W.  MacKay,  1  ck;  3  hen.  Ore 
Lake  Farm,  Stetlersvllle,  Pa.,  1,  2  hen;  1  pen. 
Bearded  Golden  Polish  —  J.  F.  MacKay,  1  pul. 
Bearded  Silver  Polish  — J.  F.  MacKay,  1,3  ck; 

1,  2,  4,  6  hen.   Orchard  Poultry  Farm,  2  ck;  3,  5  hen. 
Bearded  White  Polish  —Ore  Lake  Farm,  1,  2,  4, 

5  ck;  1,  2,  4  hen;  1,  2  pul;  1  pen.  J.  F.  MacKay,  3  ck; 
3,  5  hen. 

Bearded  Buff  Laced,  Blue,  and  Frizzle 
Polish— All  to  Ore  Lake  Farm. 

Black  Hamburgb— John  Lowell,  Chestnut  Hill,  6 
ck;  1,  2  hen:  6  ckl;  6  pul;  2  pen.  Lymann  &  Storer, 
Waltham,  2  ck:  4  pul;  4  pen.  Robert  C.  Morse, 
Hvde  Park,  3  ck;  1  ckl;  5  pul;  1  pen.  S.  H.  Fessen- 
den.  Chestnut  Hill,  4  ck:  G  hen;  5  ckl;  2,  3  pul.  J. 
L.  Little.  Brookllne,  1,  6  ck;  5  hen.  C.  Minot  Weld, 
Readville.  3  hen;  2,  3  ckl;  1  pul. 

CJOLDEN  Spangled  Hamburgb— John  Lowell,  1,  5 
ck;  1,2,5,  6  hen;  1,  2  ckl;  1,  2  pul;  1  pen.  S.  H. 
Fessenden,  3,  4  ck:  3  hen;  4  ckl;  4,  6  pul.  Geo.  C. 
Chaney,  Leominster,  2  ck;  6  ckl.  Edw.  Reynolds, 
Boston,  3  ckl;  3,  5  pul. 

Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs  —  John  Lowell,  3, 6 
ck;  1  pen.   Robert  Treat  Paine,  Boston,  1,  2  ck;  1,  3 

4  hen;  3,  4  ckl;  1,  5  pul.  C.  M.  Weld,  4,  5ck;  6  hen. 
ChlckatawbutFarm,  2  hen;  2,6  pul.  W.  L.  Allen, 
Hyde  Park,  1,5  ckl;  3  pul. 

Golden  Penciled  Hamburgs  —  Holly  Hill  Farm, 
Sea  View,  1  ck;  2,  4  hen;  3,  4  ckl;  2,  3  pul.  John  A. 
Gamewell,  Little  Sliver,  N.  J.,  2  ck;  1  hen;  1,  2  ckl; 
1  pul;  1  pen. 

White  Hamburgs— Holly  Inn  Farm,  1  ck;  1  hen; 
1  ckl;  1  pul.  J.  W.  Shonfleld,  East  Lynn,  2  ckl;  1 
pul;  1  pen. 

Silver  Campines  —  Homestead  Camplne  Farm, 
Wayland,  1,  2,  3,5,  6  ck;  1,  2,  3,  4  hen;  1,  3,  5  ckl;  1,  3, 
5,  6  pul;  1,  2  pen.  Warren  J.  Stokes,  W.  Roxbury,  4 
ck;  2  ckl.   W.  S.  Williams,  2  pul. 

Golden  Campines— Larchmere  Poultry  Farm,  So. 
Hamilton,  1  ck:  2  hen;  1,  2,  3,  4  ckl;  1,  2,  3  pul.  Fred 
R.  Shaw,  Adams,  2,  3  ck;  1,  3  hen;  5  ckl;  4,  5,  6  pul; 
1  pen. 

Buttercups— Dr.  C.  S.  Broulllet,  Gardner.  1  ck;  2 
hen;  Ickl;  Ipul:  1  pen.  T.  S.  Swain,  Northwood, 
N.  H.,  2  ck.  C.  S.  Cook,  Jr.,  1,  3  hen;  4  ckl.  J.  H. 
Eddy,  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  3  ck;  2  ckl. 

Salmon  Faverolles  —  F.  J.  Robinson,  Nashua, 
N.  H.,  1  ck;  1  ckl.  W.  M.  Tllttin,  West  Roxbury,  2 
ck;  1  hen:  2  ckl.  Buttonwood  Poultry  Yards,  2  hen. 
Cornelius  Scalon,  W.  Roxbury,  1  pul. 

Black  Breasted  Red  Games  — Mrs.  R.  W.  Pom- 
eroy, Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  1  ck;  3  hen;  5  ckl;  1  pul.  F.  A. 
Blanchard,  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  2  ck;  4  hen.  A.W.Del- 
ano, Attleboro,  1,  2  hen;  1,  2,  3,  4  ckl;  2,  3  pul. 

Brown  Red  Games  —  All  to  F.  A.  Blanchanl. 

Golden  Duckwino  Games —  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  1  ck; 
1  hen.   F.  A.  Blanchard,  2  ck;  2  hen. 

Red  Pyle  Games — Mrs.  Pomeroy,  1  ck;  1  hen. 

Buckeyes  —  H.  W.  &  M.  B.  Deem,  Eaton,  O.,  1  ck; 

1  hen.   E.  &  N.  Watson,  Methuen,  1,  2  ckl;  1  pul. 
Red  Sussex  —  C.  H.  Latham,  Lancaster,  1  hen;  6 

ckl;  3  pul.  Wm.  Hair,  Lancaster,  1  ckl;  5  pul.  S. 
Ayres,  Granville,  N.  Y.,  4  ckl.  Ralph  Woodward,  5 
ckl.  E.  A.  Cornforth,  Slatersvllle,  R.  I.,  2  ckl;  1,  2 
pul.   Harwood  Farm,  Littleton,  3  ckl;  4  pul. 

Speckled  Sussex  —  H.  L.  Davis,  New  Egypt,  N. 
J.,  1  ck;  1  hen:  1,2,3.  4  ckl;  1,  2,  3,  4  pul;  1  pen. 
Buttonwood  Poultry  Yards,  2ck. 

Pekin  Ducks— Pratt  Poultry  Experiment  Station, 

1,  2  old  drake:  1,4  old  duck;  1,  4  young  drake:  1,  2 
young  duck:  1  pen.  Aldham  Poultry  Farm,  Phoenlx- 
vllle.  Pa.,  2,  3  old  drake:  2  old  duck;  3,  4  young 
drake;  4,  5  young  iluck;  2  pen.  White  Birch  Poultry 
Farm,  Bridgewater,  5  old  drake;  3.  4  old  duck;  6 
young  drake;  6  young  duck.  H.  B.  Ellis,  West  Han- 
over, 2  young  drake;  3  young  duck. 

Aylesbury  Ducks  —  Eugene  Sites,  1  old  drake;  1 
old  duck.  Blue  Spring  Farm,  Springs  Grove,  Pa.,  2 
old  drake:  2  old  duck:  1  young  drake:  1  young 
duck.  Mrs.  W.  Masten,  Pleasant  Valley,  N.  Y.,  2 
young  drake;  2  young  duck. 

Rouen  Duckh— Linstead  Farm,  Robinson,  Md.,  1, 

2  old  drake;  1,2  old  duck:  1,2,3  young  drake:  1,2 
young  duck.  Shuflield  Farm,  Glendale,  O.,  3  old 
drake;  3  old  duck:/4.  6  young  drake:  3,  C  young 
duck;  1  pen.  White  Birch  Poultry  rami,  4,  5  oiu 
drake:  6,  6  ol<l  duck;  4,  5  young  duck. 

Cayuga  Ducks  —  Pastime  Farm,  Allentown,  Pa.,  1 
old  drake;  l,3old  duck:  1  young  drake;  2,  3,  5  young 
duck.    Blue  Spring  Farm,  2  old  drake;  2ol<ldurk; 

2,  3 young  drake;  1,  4  young  duck.  Mrs.  Masten,  3 
old  duck;  4,  5,  6  old  duck:  4  young  drake:  6  young 
duck. 

Gray  Call  Ducks  —  Blue  Spring  Farm,  1,  4  oUI 
drake;  1,  2  old  duck;  I  young  drake:  1,  2  young 
duck;  1  lien.  Pastime  Farm,  2  old  drake;  3  old  duck; 
2  young  drake;  3  young  duck.  Mrs.  Miisten,  3  old 
drake;  4  old  duck;  3  young  drake;  4  young  duck. 


Start  Your  Hatches  Early 

YOUR  PROFITS  depend  on 
getting:  your  chicks  out  early— 


This  Big  Book 
FREE 


Cyphers 
Poultry  Foods 

Composed  of  pure. sweet, 
wholesome  grains.  No 
belter  foods  obfainable — 
cheaper  than  you  could 
prepare  same  mixtures  at 
home.  Sold  under  guar* 
onteeofsatisfaclion.y^  rite 
for  prices  and  32-paee 
book. "Poultry  Foods  and 
Feeding"— FREE. 


early  enough  for  the  best  markets — 
early  enough  for  the  pullets  to  develop 
and  bedin  laying  in  the  fall— when 
prices  are  highest.  For  early  hatching 
you  need 

Cyphers -Built 
Incubators 

Dependable  in  any  weatlier.  Are  Self- 
Kegulating.  Self- Ventilating— practi 
Cally  aiilomatic.  Hatch  maxirauin 
number  o£  chicks  from  the  eggs  set 
— strong,  tturdy,  healthy  chicks 
that  live  artdgrow.CyvhershatvhQil 
chicks,  brooded  in  Cyphers  Brood- 
ers and  fed  on  Cyphers  Foods,  de- 
velop rapidly  in  coldest  weather  and 
are  profit-makers. 

Take  No  Chances  on  inferior 
eriuipmcnt.  Cyphers-built  Incu- 
bators are  standard  hatchers 
the  world  over. 

1916  Year-Book  FREE 

"The  Profits  in  Poultry  Keeping." 
172  pages.  Describes  complete  line 
of  Incubators, Brooders.  Foods. etc., 
also  "Cyphers  Service,"  including 
Books  and  Bulletins  that  you  get 
FREE.   Write  totJay. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.W 


Factory  and  Home  Office:  Dept.     12,  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 

BraDCh  Htores  aod  U'archouKeH: 
New  Tork,  N.Y.,  41  Barclay  8(.  KnnBBst'itT.Mo.,  I9lhand<'nniiplji>lisii 

lluslon,  MnsB.,  r2-l4  (anal  St. 
Vblcneo,  III.,  I4'2nv,  Silh  Sis. 


UuMu«,  Tel.,  8l(;-;tlMN.  I'ri-Bloll  SI. 
Oakland,  ('al.,21-2;  llr<ia'ln:i; 


Standard 
Cyphers  Incubator 

Four  Sizes 


White  Call  Ducks  —  IVIrs.  Walter  C.  Baylies, 
Taunton,  1,  2  olil  drake:  1,  3  old  duck:  1,  2  young 
drake:  1,  2  young  duck.  Pastime  Farm,  3  old  drake: 
2  old  duck. 

East  Indian  Ducks  —  Blue  Spring  Farm.  1,  2  old 
drake:  I,  2  old  duck:  1,2  young  drake:  1,  2  young 
duck.  Pastime  Farm,  3  old  drake;  3  old  duck:  3 
young  drake:  3  young  duck. 

Crested  Ducks  —  Blue  Spring  Farm,  2old  drake; 
2  old  duck:  2  young  drake:  2  young  duck.  Pastime 
Farm,  1  old  drake;  1  old  duck.  J.  B.  Woodard,  1 
young  drnke;  1  young  duck. 

Colored  Muscovy  Duoks  —  Blue  Spring  Farm,  1, 

2  old  drake:  1,4  old  duck;  1,  2  young  drake;  1,  3 
young  duck;  1  pen.  Pastime  Farm,  2  old  duck:  3 
young  drake:  2  young  duck.  Winterthur  Farms, 
Winterthur,  Del.,  3  old  drake;  3  old  duck;  5  young 
drake;  5  young  duck. 

White  Muscovy  Ducks  —  Pastime  Farm,  1  old 
drake;  3  old  duck:  1,  3,  4  young  drake:  2,  3,  5  young 
duck;  1  pen.  Winterthur  Farms,  2  old  drake;  1  old 
duck;  5  young  drake:  fi  young  duck.  Blue  Spring 
Farms,  2  old  drake;  2  old  duck;  2  young  drake:  1 
young  duck. 

Indian  Kunner  Ducks— John  Slade,  Malvern,  Pa., 

1,  2,  3  old  drake;  2,  3  old  duck;  1,  3  young  drake;  I, 
4  young  duck.  Blue  Spring  Farm,  4  old  drake;  4 
olil  duck;  4  young  drake;  5  young  duck.  H.  B. 
Kllis,  West  Hanover,  I  old  duck;  2  young  ilrake;  2 
young  duck.  C.  H.  Macomber,  Portsmouth,  K.  I.,  3 
young  duck:  1  pen. 

English  Penciled  Indian  Runner  Duoks—AU  to 
Chas.  Fraser,  Marlton,  N.  J. 

White  Indian  Runner  Ducks  —  All  to  Crockford, 
Bristol,  K.  I. 

Blue  Swedish  Ducks  —  Blue  Spring  Farm,  1  old 
<lrake;  1  old  duck:  2  young  drake;  1  young  duck. 
l':ugene  Sites,  2  old  drake;  2  old  duck;  1  young 
drake:  2  young  duck. 

Decoy  Ducks— All  to  Pastime  Farm. 

Buff  Orpington  Ducks  —  Pastim  Farm,  1  old 
drake:  2,  3  old  iluck:  1  young  drake.  Wllldum 
Duckery,  Rowley,  2  olil  drake;  1  old  iluck;  2  young 
drake:  1  young  duck.  Winterthur  Farms,  3  young 
drake;  3  young  duck,   H.  B.  Ellis,  2  young  duck. 

Bronze  Turkeys- Hood  Farm,  Lowell,  1,  2  ck:  1, 

3  hen;  2,  3,  6  ckl;  1.  3,  5  pul;  1,  2  pen.  H.  D.  Miner, 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  2  ck;  2  hen.  Margaret  Mahoney, 
Concord,  4  ck;  4  hen;  1  ckl;  2  pul. 

White  Turkeys  —  Eugene  Sites,  1,  3  ck;  1.  2  hen. 
Winterthur  Farms,  2  ck.  .1.  Anderson  Atis,  Bridge- 
water,  4  ck;  3  hen.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Stickles,  Claverack, 
N.  Y.,  1,  2  ckl. 

Toulouse  Oeese— W.  A.  Cobb,  So.  Portland,  Me., 

2,  4,  5  old  gander;  4,  5  old  goose;  1,  3,  .'5  young  gan- 
der; 1,  2,  3  young  goose.  D.  O.  Tuttle,  Londonderry, 
N.  H.,  1  olil  gander;  4,  5  young  goose.  Blue  Spring 
Farm,  3  old  gander;  2,  4  young  gander.  Pastime 
Farm,  1,  2,  3  old  goose. 

Embdbn  Geese  —  D.  O.  Tuttle,  1  old  gander.  W. 
A.  Cobb,  3  old  gander.  Eugene  Sites,  2, 4  old  gander; 

3,  4  old  goose:  1,  2  young  gander;  1,  2,  4  young 


To  get  rid  of  rats  get 


RIDOFRATS 


Non-Poisonous.  Guaranteed  to  destioy  the 
^  rat  and  mouse  pest  f  rum  corncribs. bins. poul- 
try houses,  stables,  etc.  No  results,  no  pay. 
Box  10c;  Do2.  boxes  $1  east  of  Miss. ;  $1.20 
west  of  MiBB.  If  your  dealer  can't  supply  you 
order  direct.   Write /or  eataloa.  \l  tellf  theBtory. 

Berg&BeardMfg.Co.eiFleetPL.B'klyn  .N.Y. 


THE  OLD  RELIABLE 

IAI1BERT5 

DEATH  TO  LICE 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 
.V.""u".  Clean  Fowls 

just  the  thing  for  Bitters,  as  it  doea  not  harm  esgs 
or  chicks.  Keep  your  hena  free  from  h'ce  and  they 
will  thrive  and  be  profitable.  100  oz.  $1.00;  48  oz.  50 
cts..  15  oz.  25  ct3.  Lar^e  sample  of  Powder  or  Head- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  *Secrets  of  Success  Vfitk  PouU 
try"  by  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 

THE  KLEIN-UMBERTCO.,  426Trad«-tBldo..Cliloaa« 


GHllivate  Horse  Raiiisli 

Garden,  Field,  or  Farm 

INCREASING  DEMAND.  LARGE  PROFITS 
100  Root  Sets,  with  Full  Inforfnation,  SI 

Write  for  list  of  our  $1  Friend  Makers,  consist- 
ing of  all  kinds  of  Fruit  Trees,  Berries,  and  Koses. 

ECCS  WANTED 

In  Payment  for  Nursery  Stock. 

VALLEY  FARM  CO., 
NEWBURCH,  N.  Y. 


HAYWARD'S 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

BREAK  THE  RECORD-THEY  WON 

PUI-LKX,  1,  2,  3,  4 
COCKEREL,  1.  4,  G 
HEN.  r,,  6 
PEN,  2.  4 

Also  special  tor  best  display,  four  shape  and  color  specials,  and  $100  Challenge 
cup  for  best  White  Plymouth  Kock  male  In  the  show.  This  remarkable  record, 
together  with  niy  notable  winnings  at  Boston  last  year,  proves  the  high  quality 
of  the  Hayward  strain.    Write  for  descriptive  circular  giving  matlngs  and  prices 

W.  F.  HAYWARD, 

FLANDERS  ROAD,  WESTBORO,  MASS. 
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PAftM-POULTRY 


February 


Koose.  J.  Anderson  Atls,  2  old  goose.  Pastime 
Farm,  1  old  goose;  3,  4  young  goose.  Blue  Spring 
Farm,  5  young  gander;  3  young  goose. 

Bbown  China  Geese  — Blue  Spring  Farm,  1,  2  old 
gander;  1, 3  old  goose;  2,  3  young  gander;  1,  2  young 
goose.  Mrs.  Masten,  5  old  gander;  5  old  goose;  i 
young  gander;  1.5  young  goose.  Pastime  Earm,  3 
old  gander;  4  old  goose;  2  young  gander;  4  young 
goose. 

White  Chinese  Geese  —  Blue  Spring  Farm,  1,  2 
old  gander;  2,  4  old  goose;  1  young  gander;  4  young 
goose.  Mrs.  Masten,  3  old  gander;  1,  3  old  goose; 
5  young  gander;  1  young  goose.  Pratt  Poultry  Ex- 
periment Station,  2  young  gander;  3  young  goose. 
Bay  End  Farm,  2  young  goose. 

Afkican  Geese— W.  H.  Huse,  Manchester,  N.  H., 

1,  6  old  gander;  1,  2  old  goose;  3  young  gander;  2 
young  goose.  Charles  Robinson,  Marblehead,  4  old 
gander;  4  old  goose.  Blue  Spring  Farm,  2,  5  old 
gander;  3  old  goose;  1,2  young  gander;  1,3  young 
goose.   H.  D.  Miner,  3  old  gander;  4  old  goose. 

Weld  Gkese  — Mrs.  Masten,  1  old  gander;  3  old 
goose.  Blue  Spring  Farm,  2  old  gander;  1  old  goose; 

2  young  gander;  2  young  goose.  Pastime  Farm,  3 
old  gander;  2  old  goose;  1  young  gander;  1  young 
goose.  Caleb  Loring,  Boston,  4  old  gander;  4  old 
goose. 

Live  Utility  Exhibit 

Babbed  Plymouth  Rocks  —  W.  H.  Upham,  Leo- 
minster, 1  ck.  Oskar  Hemstad,  2  ck;  1,  4  ckl.  F.  R. 
Nash,  Brookllne,  S  ck;  2  ckl;  1,  3  hen;  1,  2  pul.  W. 
Fo.\,  Brldgewater,  3  ckl;  2  hen.  Geo.  A.  Bowker,  5 
ckl;  3  pul. 

White  Plymouth  Rocks— Wm.  H.  Nobbs,  1.  4  ck; 

3  ckl;  3,  4  hen;  3  pul.  Red  ahd  White  Poultry  Farm, 
2  ck;  6  ckl;  2  hen;  4  pul.  B.  F.  Whitman,  3  ck;  I,  2, 
5  ckl;  1  hen;  1,  2  pul. 

White  Wyandottes  —  Geo.  H.  Pollard,  1,  2  ck;  2, 
3,  4  ckl;  1,2  hen;  3,  4  pul.  The  Brayman  Farm,  1 
ckl;  4  hen;  5  pul.  H.  A.Benedict,  5  ckl;  3  hen;  1, 
2  pul. 

R.  I.  Reds  —  Wm.  H.  Nobbs,  1  ck;  3  ckl.  Wm.  E. 
Wilder,  Rockland, 2  ck;  I  hen;  3,6  pul.  Spring  Farm 
Poultry  Co.,  3  ck.  Reil  and  White  Poultry  Farm,  4 
ck;  5  hen.   H.  W.  Sanborn,  1,  2.  6  ckl:  2,  3  hen;  1,  2, 

4  pul.  Hill  View  Farm,  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  5,  0  ck;  4,  6 
ben. 

Leghorns- Everlay  Farm,  1  ck;  1,  2  ckl;  1,  2  hen; 

2,  3  pul.  W.  E.  Scott,  Portland,  Me.,  4  ck;  3  ckl;  3 
hen;  4  pul.    Wm.  D.  Long,  4  hen;  1,  6  pul. 

Obpington—  Oliver  Hastings,  Norwood,  1  ck.  A 
W.  Bardwell,  2  ck;  3  ckl;  3  hen;  4  pul.  Lexmoult 
Orpington  Yards,  Lexington.  1  ckl:  2  hen;  2,  3  pul 
John  Lynch,  2  ckl;  1  hen.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Stocker,  1  pul'^ 

Dressed  Poultry  and  Eggs 

Best  Exhibit  Dressed  Poultry  —  .J.  H.  Curtiss, 
Asslnlppl,  1st,  2d,  and  3d.  Geo.  H.  Pollard,  4th  and 
5th.   R.  O.  Buxton,  Saugus,  6th. 

Best  Exhibit  Soft  Roaster  —  Geo.  H.  Pollard, 
Ist  and  3d.   3.  H.  Curtiss,  2d,  4th  and  5th. 

Best  Exhibit  Dressed  Tuekeys  —  Miss  Slotta, 
Rowley,  Ist. 

Best  Exhibit  Dressed  Capons— J.  H,  Burrill, 
W.  Barnstable,  1st.  J.  H.  Curtiss,  2(1,  3d  and  4th. 
John  OrchartI,  Chelsea,  5th.  R.  O.  Buxton,  6th. 

Best  Pair  Dressed  Capons— J.  H.  Burrill,  1st.  J. 
H.  Curtiss,  2d,  3d  and  4th.  Arthur  W.  Fletcher,  5th. 
R.  O.  Buxton.  6tli. 

Best  Pair  Dressed  Poultry  —  Geo.  H.  Pollard, 
1st  and  2d    J.  H.  Curtis,  3,  4,  5. 

Best  Ten  Dozen  Brown  Eggs  —  A.  J.  Niciiols, 
Foxboro,  Foxboro,  Ist.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Roberts,  Everett, 
2d.  Town  Farm,  Wilmington,  3d.  J.  F.  Hatch, 
Rockland,  4th.  A.  J.  Clark,  West  Haven,  Conn.,  5th. 
H.  W,  Sanborn.  Attleboro,  6th. 

Best  Ten  Dozen  White  Eggs  —  A.  J.  Clark,  1st. 
Everlay  Farms,  2d. 

Best  Dozen  Brahma  Eggs —J.  F.  Hatch,  1st. 

Best  Dozen  Cochin  Eggs— M.  J.  Cain,  Lynnfleld, 
Ist. 

Best  Dozen  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs— J.  F.  Hatch, 
1st.  A.  J.  Nichols,  2d.  Arthur  W.  Fletcher,  3d.  Wm. 
H.  Nobbs,  Hanover,  4th. 

Best  Dozen  Wyandotte  Eggs— A.  Dudgen,  Ros- 
llndale,  Ist.  C.  A.  Kohler,  Bralntrce,  2d.  Pratt  Ex- 
periment Station,  3d.  Brayman  Farms,  Westvllle, 
N.  H.,  4th. 

Best  Dozen  R.  I.  Red  Eggs- H.  W.  Sanborn,  1st 
and  3d.  A.  J.  Nichols,  2d.  James  King,  4th.  J.  S. 
Diamond,  5th. 

Best  Dozen  Orpington  Eggs  —  Geo.  E.  Bessom, 
Mansfield,  1st  and  4th.  A.  M.  Bardwell,  2d  and  3d. 
Brayman  Farm.  5th. 

Best  Dozen  Leghorn  Eggs  —  Everlay  Farm,  1st. 
Wm.  D.  Long,  2d.  Pratt  Experiment  Station,  3d  and 
5th. 

Best  Dozen  Minorca  Eggs  —  Pratt  Experiment 
Station,  Ist.   W.  Pangburn,  2d.   R.  E.  Coolldge,  3d. 

Whitest  Dozen  Eogh  —  Everlay  Farm,  1st.  Dr. 
Hovestadt,  2d.   Harry  W.  Jones,  3d. 

Dabesst  Dozen  Egos  —  Mrs.  Roberta,  Ist.  A.  R. 
Jewett,  3d  and  4tli. 

Heaviest  Dozen— H.W.  Sanborn,  Ist.  Dr.  Hove- 
stadt, 2d.   A.  J.  Nichols,  3d. 


New  Book  on  Poultry  Diseases 

"Diseases  of  I'oultry,  Their  Etiology 
Diagnosis,  Treatment  and  Prevention," 
by  Raymond  Pearl,  Frank  M.  Surface, 
and  Maynie  R.  ('urtia,  Biologists  in  the 
Maine  Experiment  Station.  The  Mac- 
Millan  Co.,  publishers;  ;542  pages;  num- 
erous illustrations.    Price  $2. 

Here  is  a  book  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
read  and  review  and  to  commend  to  all 
of  my  readers  who  want  the  most  thor- 
ough work  on  poultry  diseases  adapted  to 
general  use  that  I  have  seen  to  date.  It 
has  the  prime  merit  of  being  well  written 
in  good  English,  which  cannot  be  said  of 
a  good  deal  of  our  poultry  literature  — 
both  book  and  periodical,  and  —  aa  any- 
one ac((uainted  with  the  work  of  these 
investigators  would  anticipate — each  and 
every  topic  treated  is  thoroughly  con- 
sidered and  carefully  and  systematically 
presented.  One  may  not  always  agree 
with  their  position,  and  I  can  find  now 
and  then  passages  where  from  what  I 
know  of  the  effects  of  the  common  prac- 
tice of  hasty  reading,  I  think  that  most 
readers  will  fail  to  get  the  true  and  full 
meaning  of  the  passage ;  but  there  must 
always  be  individual  differences  of  opinion 
and  of  point  of  view,  and  books  that  can- 
not be  misinterpreted  or  misunderstood 


are  very  rare  indeed.  The  book  is  based 
on  the  extended  circular  on  poultry  dis- 
ease, by  the  same  authors,  issued  by  the 
Maine  Experiment  Station  a  few  years 
ago.  It  follows  the  same  general  lines  of 
treatment  of  the  subject  as  there  adopted 
for  a  popular  treatise ;  but  is  more  com- 
plete in  this  respect,  and  also  develops  the 
subject  along  lines  which  adapt  to  it  class 
room  instruction,  as  now  practiced.  The 
first  part  of  the  foregoing  statement  is  the 
authors' ;  the  qualification  is  mine.  I 
may  say  that  in  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
experience  in  trying  to  help  poultry  keep- 
ers I  have  found  it  the  universal  rule  that 
what  is  taught  of  poultry  diseases  makes 
no  impression  upon  the  minds  of  poultry 
keepers  until  in  their  own  practice  they 
have  to  study  particular  diseases  and 
matters  relating  to  them.  However  that 
may  be,  this  book  certainly  provides  the 
best  treatment  of  the  subject  yet  pub- 
lished, and  when  a  poultry  student  is 
ready  to  receive  and  absorb  the  informa- 
tion it  contains  it  is  at  his  service. 


its  merits  as  these  may  be  determined  by 
anyone  versed  in  the  subject,  two  things 
stand  out  conspicuously  before  the  re- 
viewer: The  first  is  the  prominence  given 
the  "  Standard  of  Perfection."  The  sec- 
ond is  the  comprehensiveness  of  the  ques- 
tions at  the  end  of  each  lesson  which  is 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  space  devoted 
to  the  topics  to  which  the  questions  refer. 
It  is  immediately  obvious  to  anyone  versed 
in  poultry  culture  that  the  text  cannot 
possibly  contain  the  information  necessary 
to  enable  a  pupil  to  give  more  than  brief 
and  perfunctory  replies  to  the  questions 
asked. 

The  "Standard  of  Perfection"  which 
should  be  secondary  and  subordinate  in 
any  general  elementary  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  poultry  culture  is  given  such 
p  rominence  that  nearly  half  of  the  book 
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THE  A.  P.  A,  TEXT  BOOK 

WE  have  received  from  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  iV:  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  for 
review,  a  copy  of  ' '  Twenty  les- 
sons on  Poultry"  which  the  title  page 
tells  us  is  an  elementary  treatise  prepared 
by  C.  T.  Patterson  under  the  direction  of 
the  American  Poultry  Association  and 
edited  by  Frank  E.  Hering.  Why  there 
should  be  occasion  for  an  editor  for  such 
a  treatise  by  a  qualified  author  we  do  not 
know.  A  circular  letter  from  the  pub- 
lishers informs  us  that  the  book  has  the 
official  indorsement  of  the  American 
Poultry  Association.  The  preface  to  which 
the  names  of  the  president  and  secretary 
of  the  association  and  of  the  author  and 
the  editor  of  the  book  are  appended  tells 
us  that  "the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion is  anxious  that  the  boys  and  girls  of 
America  be  given  some  correct  knowledge 
concerning  poultry  raising  before  they 
start  on  their  life  work."  The  inference 
is:— Therefore  this  work. 

With  such  a  statement  of  the  attitude 
of  the  Association  before  us,  and  with 
some  knowledge  of  what  has  been  done 
in  other  (juarters  both  by  public  and  pri- 
vate agencies  to  supply  elementary  in- 
struction in  poultry  culture,  the  writer  of 
this  review  takes  such  statements  as  in 
substance  a  claim  for  superior  accuracy 
and  authority  and  an  attempt  to  disparage 
instruction  prepared  under  other  auspices. 
In  this  connection  it  is  fitting  that  the 
writer  should  say  that  his  interest  in  other 
poultry  books  is  such  that  he  had  to  de- 
cline to  be  in  any  way  associated  with 
this  venture  of  the  American  Poultry  As- 
sociation. Candor  also  compels  him  to 
add  that  even  had  the  situation  been  dif- 
ferent he  would  not  have  been  identified 
in  any  way  with  an  effort  of  an  organiza- 
tion like  the  A.  P.  .\.  to  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  for  revenue  or  with  charitable 
intent,  use  such  prestige  as  it  may  have 
to  secure  the  use  of  a  text  book  in  any 
public  educational  institution  because 
that  book  has  its  special  sanction. 

Leaving  all  personal  interests  out  of  the 
question  and  considering  this  book  upon 


and  that  the  first  half  is  substantially  a 
condensation  of  the  Standard.  Were  this 
condensation  of  such  a  character  that  the 
book  could  be  used  without  the  Standard 
that  would  not  be  an  especially  serious 
fault,  but  the  queetions  asked  with  these 
lessons  require  the  use  of  the  Standard  to 
an  extent  not  at  all  consistent  with  its 
function  as  an  elementary  treatise. 

In  its  treatment  of  poultry  practice  this 
book  is  the  most  inadequate  and  super- 
ficial that  I  have  ever  seen.  And  in  its 
definitions,  and  descriptions  and  histor- 
ical statements  it  is  notable  for  vagueness, 
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failure  to  qualify  statements  requiring 
modification  and  for  errors  that  are  quite 
inexcusable.  Here  is  an  example  of  the 
last  class:  "When  men  first  crossed  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  settled  in  America, 
they  brought  with  them  both  Asiatic  and 
Mediterranean  fowls." 

There  is  absolutely  no  evidence  that 
either  Asiatic  or  Mediterranean  fowls 
were  brought  to  this  country  by  early 
settlers.  Neither  of  these  classes  was 
known  to  the  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
try. The  fowls  brought  to  this  country 
by  early  settlers  were  the  common  fowls 
of  England,  France  and  Holland.  Asiatic 
fowls  were  probably  first  brought  to 
America  by  American  sailors  a  little  over 
a  century  ago,  though  we  have  no  definite 
mentions  of  importations  until  near  the 
middle  of  the  last  century.  Mediterra- 
nean breeds  came  here  much  later. 

A  very  peculiar  inconsistency  in  this 
book  is  that  while  the  first  lesson  on 
"  The  Origin  and  History  of  Fowls"  de- 
clares that  it  is  certain  that  Wild  Aseel 
and  Jungle  fowls  were  captured  and 
tamed  by  the  tribes  of  India  many  hun- 
dreds of  years  ago,  and  tells  how  various 
races  have  been  derived  from  them,  a 
paragraph  at  the  end  of  the  chapter  on 
breeds  and  varieties  admits  that  evidence 
of  this  origin  of  fowls  is  not  so  conclusive. 

The  statement  in  regard  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  dual  purpose  type  of  fowl  is 
grotesquely  inaccurate.  After  the  sen- 
tence (juoted  above  about  the  fowls 
brought  here  by  the  early  settlers  it  is 
said  that:  "In  order  to  insure  a  supply 
of  both  meat  and  eggs,  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  both  classes  of  birds — which 
meant,  as  may  readily  be  seen,  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  inconvenience.  In 
order  to  do  away  with  some  of  this  un- 
necessary trouble  there  was  developed  in 
America  a  new  class  of  fowls  called  dual 
purpose  fowls,  because  they  combined  the 
qualities  of  the  two  original  classes  pro- 
ducing both  eggs  and  meat.  This  new 
type  of  birds  was  developed  by  crossing 
and  recrossing  Mediterranean  and  Asiatic 
breeders. ' ' 

Now  it  was  not  Mediterranean  races 
that  were  combined  with  Asiatic  races  to 
form  the  breeds  of  the  American  class  so- 
called,  except  that  some  leghorn  blood 
was  used  in  making  R.  I.  Reds.  Rocks 
and  Wyandottes  came  from  the  union  of 
Asiatic  races  with  stock  originally  from 
the  north  or  west  of  Europe,  but  in  the 
case  of  the  making  of  the  Plymouth  Rock, 


at  least,  developed  in  America  along  dual 
purpose  lines.  Nor  was  it  primarily  to 
combine  meat  and  egg  production  that 
the  American  type  was  developed.  The 
prime  object  was  to  get  fowls  more  suit- 
able for  the  average  poultry  keeper  and 
better  adapted  to  ordinary  conditions — 
medium  sized,  hardy  fowls  without  super- 
rtuous  flesh  or  feather  appendages.  The 
idea  of  keeping  one  kind  of  fowl  for  eggs 
and  another  for  meat  had  little  etl'ect 
upon  practice  until  long  after  the  Rocks 
and  Wyandottes  became  popular,  and 
then  the  most  common  combination  was 
a  breed  of  the  Mediterranean  and  one  of 
'  the  American  class. 

The  definition  given  of  the  term  strain 
is  that  it  "has  practically  the  same  mean- 
ing as  'family.'  For  instance,  if  John 
Hmith  should  grow  White  Wyandottes 
for  a  number  of  years,  we  would  classify 
his  fowls  as  American  class,  Wyandotte 
breed.  White  variety  Smith  strain."  The 
thousands  of  would  be  breeders  who  have 
stock  that  is  a  strain  according  to  that 
definition  may  approve  it,  but  no  one 
who  has  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the 
meaning  of  the  term  will. 

The  lesson  on  judging  consists  of  a  few 
paragraphs  very  briefiy  and  vaguely  ex- 
planatory of  systems  and  methods  of 
judging,  a  partial  list  of  disqualifications 
and  mention  of  a  few  of  the  specific  cuts 
given  in  the  Standard  for  the  more  com- 
mon defects.  ( )n  this  meager  information 
children  of  twelve  to  fourteen  are  expected 
to  score  birds  of  any  and  all  varieties. 
Advocates  of  comparison  judging  will 
shudder  when  they  read  in  this  book  with 
the  oflicial  endorsement  of  the  A.  P.  A. 
that  "  During  the  fall  season,  fowls  are 
usually  judged  by  comparison,"  the  nat- 
ural inference  being  that  the  comparison 
method  is  not  used  at  other  times. 

The  lessons  on  housing  equipment, 
yards,  feeding,  incubation,  etc.,  are  for 
the  most  part  short  collections  of  trite 
generalities  upon  those  subjects.  The 
feeding  of  fowls  is  discussed  only  from  the 
"scientific"  point  of  view  and  the  pupil 
is  expected  to  make  "  balanced  rations" 
from  a  table  given  him,  showing  the 
chemical  composition  of  various  foods. 
He  is  told  that  a  ration  having  a  nutritive 
ratio  of  1 :5  is  a  properly  balanced  ration, 
that  a  ration  with  ratio  1:4  is  a  narrow 
ration,  and  one  with  a  ratio  of  1  :G  is  a 
wide  ration,  from  all  of  which  he  will 
infer  much  that  is  not  so  and  learn  little 


Your  Little  Chicks  Will  Like  It 

They'll  take  to  it  quickly  and  look  eagerly  for  you  at  feeding 
time  because  buttermilk  tastes  good  to  them.  Practical 
poultrymen  regard  it  as  an  ideal  baby  chick  food  because  it 
is  an  aid  to  digestion  and  helps  to  make  robust  chicks. 

The  Buttermilk  portion  of  100  pounds  of 

BUTTERMILK  STARTING  FOOD 

:  Cet  a  sample  from  ymir  dialer,  or  send  4c  in  stamps  ami 

'     ynur  dealer's  luime  for  contains  m  a  sanitary  con- 

venient form  the  digestive 
and  food  elements  of  50 
pounds  of  good  buttermilk. 
The  water,  about  90^^  of  the 
buttermilk,  has  been  remov- 
ed. The  buttermilk  elements 
have  been  mixed  with  a  bal- 
anced combination  of  clean, 
wholesome  grains,  just  right 
lor  the  digestive  tract  of  the 
growing  chick.  That's  why 
Conkey's  Buttermilk  Start- 
ing Food  is  the  only  tood 
needed  for  the  first  three  weeks. 


Packages  10c;  25c;  50c;  14-lb. 
bag  $1.00;  25-lb.  bag  $1.65;  50-lb.  bag 
$3.00;  100-lb.  bag  $5.75,  and  larger 
sizes. 

CONKEY'S  POULTRY  REMEDIES 

A  specific  Remedy  for  each  poultry  disease. 
Conkey's   White    Diarrhea    Remedy  — 
conquers  the  springtime  terror, 

THE  G.  E.  CONKEY  CO.  lowconkey  uuie.  Cleveland,  O.. 


or  nothing  of  the  practical  feeding  of 
poultry. 

The  book  exclusive  of  the  appendix 
contains  82  pages.  So  small  a  book  does 
not  usually  require  an  appendix.  Of  the 
82  pages,  8  pages  are  devoted  to  the  ene- 
mies and  diseases  of  poultry.  These  8 
pages  are  "solid"  text.  The  other  74 
contain  many  illustrations,  so  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  proportion  of  the  book 
devoted  to  enemies  and  diseases  is  much 
more  than  one-tenth — and  at  that  the 
author  does  not  say  very  much  about 
either.  He  tells  us  that  rats  do  more 
damage  to  poultry  than  any  other  enemy 
excepting  lice,  yet,  he  has  not  a  word 
about  how  to  prevent  such  damage  ex- 
cept the  general  suggestion  to  build  houses 
and  coop  so  that  these  and  other  enemies 
cannot  get  in.  A  poultryman  who  defers 
to  rats  in  this  fashion  will  always  have 
trouble  with  them. 

In  the  chapter  on  diseases  we  are  told 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

A  Few  Cine  Cockerels  for  sale  at  $3  to  $5 
All  from  Hieh  Prodncinir  UaiUH 

Day  old  chicks  from  my  own  stock  exclusively, 
after  March  1st,  1916.  All  my  birds  are  bred  for 
egg  production  and  standard  requrements. 

LEROY  E.  SANDS  POULTRY  FARM, 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 


MAKING  POULTRY  PAY 

depends  more  on  the  knowledge  you 
have  of  Poultry  Culture  than  on  expeo' 
eive  equipment  or  extensive  space. 

Let  Director  Qulsenberry  teach  you  how  to 
make  a  ffood  Ifvinir  and  •  nice  profit  from  • 
dock  of  thrifty  bena. 

If  you  want  to  save  money  and  make  money 
to  the  poultry  buBiness  write  ua  today  for  our 
taree  illijatrated  Fvm  Book,  "Dollars  and  S«nM 
In  the  Poultry  Busineaa." 

AMERICAN  SCHOOL  OF  POULTRY  HUSBANDNV 
Box  69  Mountain  Grovo,  MlaaourL 


MAGENTA  POULTRY  FARM 

ESTAI5LISHEIJ  I8<)8 

S.  C.  and  R.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Eggs  by  sittings  or  hundreds.  My  1916  iiiatlngs 
contain  winners  from  Madison  Square  Garden,  New 
Haven,  Conn,,  and  Sprlng&eld,  Mass.,  shows.  Fine 
Single  Comb  breeding  males,  $10  each.  Will  send 
them  on  your  approval.  Free  circular. 
F.  E.  WOODARD,  £.  Lonenieadow,  Mass. 


BROWN 

POUliTRY 

FEPiGE 


Cost- 


"If  as  much  I 


nettiriK.  lasts  5  times  as  long. 
Get  book  of  f  reiKht  prepaid  prices. 
Direct  from  factory.  150styles  of  fence, 
gates  and  Btccl  posts.    Samnle  also  free. 
^'^^Brown  Fence  i  Wire  Co.,  Depl.  27  OerelMiJ.O. 


'first  Aid  to  Poultry  Keeper^ 

Written  by  man  who  has  devoted  his  life 
to  poultry — book  teems  with  pointers 
and  real  secrets  on  how  to  raise 
more  and  better  chicks,  pet  lOO^ 
hatches,  produce  prize  winners. 

Tells  how  to  save  money  on  incuba- 
tora  a>i.l  bru.»l.T«--iltuHtraU-B  many 
wiOi  very  lBt*-f*t  imi.rovementa.  Need- 
ed by  beirinrn  rH.  f.irrnera  and  others. 
A'nte  today-  edition  limite.l.  Model 

Incubator  Co  Henry  St..  Buffalo, 

N.  V.  Also  39  Barclay  Street,  N.  V 


Adjustable  Clinch 

POULTRY  BANDS 

No  belter  made.  25,  iOc:  50. 
3.5c.;  IIW.  65c.;  'iOO.  tl;  500,  $2.25. 
Numbered  as  desired.  Samples 
free. 

FRANK  CROSS,  Box 503  MoDtague.  Mass. 


When  Writing  Advertisers  Please 
Mention  Farm-Poultry 
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that  roup  is  of  all  diseases  the  least  un- 
derstood and  the  hardest  to  handle.  On 
the  contrary  there  is  no  disease  common 
among  poultry  the  causes  of  which  are  as 
plain  and  as  easily  avoided  as  the  causes 
of  roupy  troubles. 

The  explanation  of  double  mating  given 
in  the  chapter  on  mating  reads  like  the 
answers  of  a  student  who  utterly  failed  to 
comprehend  the  matter  to  the  question — 
What  is  double  mating?  Here  it  is :  "It 
is  the  tendency  among  fowls  of  the  parti- 
colored varieties  for  the  males  to  become 
lighter  and  the  females  darker  in  color 
through  breeding.  In  order  to  produce 
males  and  females  of  the  same  color,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  two  breeding  pens. 
One  of  these  pens  should  be  used  for 
fowls  lighter  in  color  than  wanted,  and 
the  other  for  darker  fowls.  The  lirst  pen 
will  produce  females  of  the  desired  color, 
and  the  second  will  produce  males  of  the 
desired  color.  This  method,  which  is 
called  double  mating  is  practised  by  some 
fanciers  to  produce  exhibition  fowls." 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  comment 
on  that  for  readers  who  understand  breed- 
ing. To  explain  its  absurdities  to  those 
who  do  not  would  require  more  space 
than  can  be  given  it  here. 

The  faults  that  have  been  cited  are  not 
exceptional,  but  are  characteristic  of  the 
book.  It  is  a  well  made  book  mechan- 
ically with  many  good  illustrations,  but 
it  lacks  much  of  meeting  the  specifica- 
tions for  correct  and  definite  knowledge 
adapted  to  boys  and  girls. 


T  O  P  FARM  NOTES      Big  Egg  Getting  Secret 


THE  injury  to  my  arm  kept  me  away 
from  the  farm  for  two  months  and 
then  I  found  it  necessary  when  at 
the  farm  to  give  my  attention  mostly  to 
some  matters  which  it  would  be  prema- 
ture to  report  at  this  time.  On  my  visit 
to  the  farm  early  in  January,  we  handled 
and  sorted  out  all  the  stock  and  made  the 
general  matings  and  a  few  special  matinge. 
Next  season  I  hope  that  these  can  be 
made  a  month  earlier  and  eventually  I 
want  to  make  the  general  matings  when 
the  birds  go  into  winter  quarters. 

In  our  general  matings  we  have  80  to 
100  females  in  pens  IG  x  20  ft. ,  with  8  to 
10  males.  The  females  are  assorted  for 
size,  shape,  and  color,  not  with  as  strict 
attention  to  color  details  as  in  mating  to 
produce  high  grade  exhibition  stock,  but 
still  with  a  view  to  the  looks  of  the  flock 
and  to  a  pleasing  uniformity  in  the  off- 
spring. The  males  are  selected  on  the 
same  general  principles,  but  a  little  more 
rigidly. 

Our  varieties  (and  breeds)  are  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  Single  Comb  White 
Leghorns,  and  to  these  will  be  added 
shortly  Light  Brahmas,  the  farm  taking 
ver  the  stock  that  my  son  and  I  have 
been  breeding  at  home.  This  gives  a 
good  representative  variety  in  each  class 
of  fowl. 

The  Barred  Rock  stock  here  came 
originally  from  a  well  known  farm  and 
has  been  blended  with  stock  from  several 


Remarkable  Longevity  in  Fowls 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  a 
pen  of  White  Wyandottes  which  belonged 
to  Mr.  F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  of  f.owell,  Mass., 
somewhere  near  fifteen  jears  ago.  It  was 
published  in  this  paper,  April,  HlOl. 

In  the  October  issue  of  The  Counlryskle 
Magazine  there  is  an  exact  duplicate  of  it 
accompanying  an  account  of  the  experi- 
ences of  an  amateur,  John  H.  Ballentine 
by  name,  and  used  to  illustrate  a  refer- 
ence by  him  to  "  my  little  Hock." 

I  have  frequently  seen  pens  of  choice 
breeding  fowls  that  were  six  to  eight  years 
old  and  in  pretty  good  condition,  though 
not  lacking  signs  of  their  age,  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  another  instance  like  this. 
Perhaps  the  cut  got  mixed  in  the  make- 
up. 


Of  Interest  to  R.  I.  Red  Breeders 

Readers  interested  in  Rhode  Island 
Reds  should  note  the  advertising  of  the 
Spring  J'arm  Poultry  Co.,  Littleton, 
Mass.,  which  begins  in  this  issue.  The 
proprietors  of  this  farm  have  engaged  as 
manager  .'Stephen  H.  Parker,  well  known 
to  Rhode  Island  Red  people  as  a  breeder 
and  exhibitor  of  Reds,  and  the  stock  of 
Mr.  Parker,  added  to  what  they  had, 
gives  them  one  of  the  be^t  Hocks  of  Single 
Comb  Reds  in  the  country.  The  editor 
intends  to  visit  this  plant  soon  and  tell 
more  of  it  in  an  early  issue  of  the  paper. 


other  well  known  strains.  It  is  excellent 
utility  stock  with  very  fair  color,  and 
often  better,  but  not  distinctively  of  either 
line  of  color  breeding.  What  we  will  do 
is  to  work  it  into  the  pullet  line.  For 
this  purpose  we  have  this  year  a  few 
matings  of  stock  bred  on  the  pullet  line, 
and  two  of  our  general  mating  pens  con- 
tain males  of  the  same  line  of  "pullet" 
color  breeding.  Other  general  matings 
have  males  that  are  not  line  bred  for 
color,  but  can  be  relied  on  for  everything 
else  that  we  want.  There  will  be  besides 
a  few  small  pens  containing  males  of  the 
new  line  mated  with  some  special  females 
from  the  main  stock.  These  are  experi- 
mental pens  designed  to  try  the  breeding 
qualities  of  some  of  our  good  looking  fe- 
males with  whose  history  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted. 

Briefly  stated,  our  "system"  of  breed- 
ing here  is  to  have  a  number  of  special 
matings  in  each  variety,  the  produce  of 
which  will,  as  a  rule,  give  us  our  best 
breeding  stock,  and  especially  males  of 
similar  type  and  breeding  for  use  in  our 
general  matings.  In  our  special  matings 
males  and  females  will  he  selected  with 
ecjual  care  as  to  minor  characters,  but  in 
the  general  matings  the  selection  of  fe- 


NOTHING  EQUALS  GREEN  BONE.  Cut  it  with  a 

STANDARD  IMPROVED  1914  PATENTED  BONE  CUTTER 

and  get  the  best  egg-making  food  for  almost  nothing.  Runs 
easy,  cuts  fast,  and  is  durable.    191i  Model  excels,  cuts  the 
bone  across  the  grain.  Warranted  the  best  made.  12  sizes  for 
hand  and  power  ranging  from  $6.75  to  $195.00. 
Write  for  free  catalogue. 

STANDARD  BONE  CUTTER  CO.,  Milford,  Mass. 


STAR-EGG-O  PAYS  BIG  PROFITS 

Star-Egg-O  tones  up  the  fowl's  system,  aids  diges- 
tion, and  helps  it  through  the  moult.  It  is  the 
Egg  Tonic  that  puts  the  eggs  in  the  basket  and 
the  dollars  in  the  bank.  If  your  hens  are  not 
laying  as  they  should,  give  them  Star-Egg-O 
and  they  v^rill  soon  be  laying  and  making  a 
profit  for  you.    Packages  25c,  50c,  and  $1.00. 

The  Star  Roup  Powder 

■s  Just  the  thing  to  have  around  at  this  season  of  the 
year;  it  is  an  insurance  to  your  fowls,  because  it  will 
prevent  and  cure  the  Roup.    Packages,  25c  and  50c. 

The  SUr  PouICrr  .od  Live  Slock  Torie..  R«mtd.«.  knd  Food,  .r*  .  .up.iio.  line  for  tli.  pouht,  . 
fo.a  and  1>*e  ttook  breeder.    Sertd  for  clafosue.    It  your  dealer  c.onol  ropplr  T»o.  wr.le 

GOLDEN  Cj  company.  Sales  Agents.  Washington.  D.  C. 

"Each  package  U  its  own  guarantee  and  you  don't  want  your  money  back" 


POULTRY  BOOKS 

By  JOHN  H.  ROBINSON 

'*  Unifuestionably  Mr.  Robinson  has  writton  the  best  books 
produced  in  America  to  date  on  practical  poultry  sub. 
Sects."— Reliable  Poultry  Journal. 

§^t%tM§tt*V  ^  H  t*Stft  Kobinson's  tlrst  book  was  bee:un  In  the  summer  of  18'J7 

■  •>>■  ,ygg  published  In  November,  1899.    Its  aim  was  to  meet 

the  demand  for  a  book  ttiat  would  give  one  Interested  In  the  subject  an  Intelligent  understandlni?  of 
Its  possibilities  and  a  comprehensive  Idea  of  methods  of  production,  and  which  would  give  the  be- 
ginner detailed  Information  as  to  "  What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  It."  Written  while  the  educational 
poultry  movement  was  In  the  incipient  stage,  this  book  — as  the  title  page  announced  —  was  designed 
to  be  a  text-book  for  poultry  keepers  rather  than  for  students  In  classes.  The  arrangement  and 
treatment  of  the  subject  were  adapted  to  the  Individual  teaching  himself  with  home  practice.  The 
book  was,  however,  extensively  used  as  a  class  text-book,  and  Is  still  so  used  by  many  Instiuctors 
who  prefer  a  more  elementary  book  than  the  author's  "  Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture." 

"  Poultby-Ckaft  "  Is  emphatically  a  poultkyman's  book  for  pom-TBY  keepebs.  Before  l)egln- 
nlng  It  the  author  had  had  seven  years  experience  In  commercial  poultry  keeping,  and  he  did  not 
take  up  poultry  journalism  as  a  profession  until  after  he  had  completed  this  book.  It  Is  the  product 
of  a  working  poultryman  who  was  a  student  of  every  phase  of  his  work.  For  those  who  want  to  learn 
with  the  least  effort  what  they  need  only  for  their  own  practice  It  Is  still  the  most  satisfactory  book. 
272  pades;  94  illnstriitions.   Price  $1.,'>0. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 

This  book  was  written  primarily  as  a  text-book  for  agricultural  colleges,  but  with  the  Idea  of  making 
It  appropriate  also  for  general  readers  requiring  a  thorough  treatise  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Kobloeon 
undertook  the  work  of  writing  It  most  reluctantly  after  he  had  for  several  years  urged  various  In- 
structors to  prepare  a  text  book  on  lines  better  adapted  to  their  work  than  his  "  Poultry-Craft."  As 
none  of  the  Instructors  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  and  the  use  of  "  Poultry-Craft  "  by  students  was 
Increasing,  he  made  arrangements  with  GInn  ami  Company  to  publish  such  a  book  as  lie  would  wish 
to  have  taken  as  his  contribution  to  higher  education  In  this  subject. 

"Pbincipleh  and  Pbaotice  of  Podltry  Culture  "  was  commenced  In  1907  and  published  Jan- 
uary, 1912.  The  author  siiared  no  pains  to  make  It  as  concise  and  complete  as  possible,  and  to  secure 
the  most  careful  accuracy  In  every  statement.  After  the  book  appeared,  one  reviewer  said  of  it: 
"Although  It  extends  to  611  paees  there  Is  scarcely  an  unnecessary  paragraph."  Had  this  reviewer 
been  familiar  with  book-making  lie  would  no  doubt  have  detected  that  the  few  paragraphs  unnecessary 
to  the  treatment  were  necessary  to  the  books  of  a  page  broken  by  Illustrations,  or  of  a  page  at  the 
end  of  a  chapter.  The  educators  received  It  wltli  such  words  as  these:  "Incomparably  better  than 
any  previous  poultry  book  for  the  student."  "  Kxactly  the  sort  of  book  we  have  all  been  looking  for." 
"  The  first  book  on  poultry  that  I  have  ever  seen  that  seems  to  me  a  satisfactory  text."  "The  best 
thing  yet,  being  authentic  and  up  to  date  from  a  practical  as  well  as  from  a  scientific  standpoint," 
etc.,  etc.  The  book  Is  elaborately  Illustrated,  having  670  half-tones  and  drawings,  comprlslDK  the  most 
Interesting  and  Instructive  series  of  Illustrations  of  poultry  ever  brought  together.   Price  $2.50. 

t%gMg*   OOnteStiC   ^SirtlS      presents  the  first  complete  statement  of  the  rudl- 
m^mm  ments  of  aviculture  for  boys  and  girls.   It  teaches 

the  things  that  everyone  ought  to  know  about  poultry,  pigeons,  and  cage  birds.  Particular  attention  Is 
given  to  the  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methods  of  management  best  suited  to  young  beginners.  It  Is 
a  book  that  Is  read  with  interest  by  all  youne  people  whether  engaged  In  keeping  poultry  or  simply 
reading  for  Information.   327  pajres;  23G  iliastratiuns.   Price,  $1.3<'i, 

Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  l!:^,,^^J:!!^zz 

ortlliiary  pimltry  keeper  who  has  to  fllagiiDse  dlHeases  in  IiIh  lUiek  for  himself,  antl  apply  simple 
remeiUes.  In  his  early  commercial  poultry  keeping  ilays  the  author  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
treating  sick  poultry,  and  had  marked  success  with  many  severe  cases.  Like  most  practical  men, 
however,  he  soon  discontinued  "  doctoring,"  except  for  cases  where  a  few  simple  treatments  are 
effective,  some  years  later  when  he  became  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  he  had  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  this  suliject  In  order  to  advise  subscribers  having  sick  birds.  "  The  Comnion-Senee 
Poultry  Doctor"  treats  the  subject  along  the  lines  which  this  experience  showed  him  are  most  help- 
ful to  poultry  keepers:  While  most  emphasis  Is  placed  upon  the  simple  remedies  most  easily  applied, 
those  reuulied  for  treatment  of  serious  cases  are  also  given.    17«  paKes.   Price  .TO  centK. 

Hmtnilattc  saMr/  Dns»a4t%r*a  ^  hand-book  especially  for  those  producing  table' 
OrVllfS*  »  ««»•#  ni#«aaH9V  a  poultry  for  the  eastern  city  markets.  It  treaU  ltd 
special  subjects  more  elaborately  than  they  can  be  treated  In  a  general  work  on  poultry  culture. 
00  paces;  20  illuHtration.   Price  25  centn. 

y|/«g^Af*    Fgttt^     ^  monograph  on  the  subject  of  most  Interest  to  the  greatest  number  of 
^SFir"      poultry  keepers.   Those  who  want  to  concentrate  their  cfTorta  on  winter 
egg  production  will  llnd  this  little  book  In  which  all  points  bearing  on   the  subject  are  brought 
together  without  reference  to  their  other  relations,  very  serviceable.   48  puiceH.   Price  16  centHt 


The  above  books  constitute  Mr.  Kobinson's  contribution  to  date  to  permanent  poultry  literature. 
"First  Lessons  In  Poultry  Keeping"  Is  not  Included  In  the  list  because  It  Is  not  a  "book"  In  the 
true  sense,  but  a  collection  of  articles  of  varying  <iuallty.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
first  series  are  on  hand,  :iiid  II  will  not  be  reiiuhlishcil. 

No  Poultry  Keeper  Can  Afford  to  Be 
Without  the  Books  by  John  H.  Robinson 
That  Suit  His  Need. 

HAVE  YOU  GOT  YOURS? 

We  Will  Send  You  Any  in  the  Above  List, 
Postage  Prepaid,  at  the   Price  Stated. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


When  writing  to  advertisers  mention  Farm-Poultry 
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males  upon  minor  points  will  be  lees  rigid 
than  the  selection  of  males.  This  is  the 
only  practical  way  to  combine  a  degree  of 
"  pedigreeing  "  with  breeding  on  a  large 
scale. 

In  White  Leghorns  we  are  breeding  en- 
tirely from  the  progeny  of  chicks  hatched 
from  eggs  bought  several  years  ago.  The 
stock  from  this  lot  of  eggs  was  very  thrifty 
and  vigorous,  good  size,  good  layers, 
pretty  good  in  color,  combs  sometimes 
rather  large,  but  many  medium  and  neat. 
A  second  lot  of  eggs  from  the  same  place 
gave  stock  not  at  all  like  this,  and  none 
of  it  was  used  for  breeding.  I  don't 
think  that  it  is  going  to  be  necessary  to 
use  any  other  White  Leghorn  stock  to 
put  this  where  we  want  it  —  that  is  with 
the  average  size  of  hens  about  four 
pounds  and  with  the  combs  througnout 
as  good  as  they  are  now  in  about  one- 
third  of  the  stock.  There  is  no  "color 
problem  "  here  which  makes  it  necessary 
to  draw  on  lines  of  stock  in  which  a 
desired  character  is  established  in  order 
to  secure  such  general  uniformity  in  size 
and  appearance  as  we  want.  If  we  had 
Brown  I^eghorns  not  bred  for  exhibition 
quality  in  color  it  would  be  a  different 
proposition. 

Several  subscribers  have  asked  me  to 
describe  the  houses  used  at  the  farm.  At 
this  time  I  will  give  only  a  general  de- 
scription. A  little  later  in  the  season  I 
will  give  more  complete  details.  The 
laying  houses  are  16  feet  wide  and  about 
2o0  ft.  long,  according  to  the  number  of 
20  ft.  units  that  the  site  of  each  house 
(there  are  three  long  houses)  would  ac- 
commodate. They  have  shed  roofs  slop- 
ing north  and  are  about  (i  ft.  high  in  the 
rear.  There  is  an  overhead  track  for  a 
car  at  the  front  of  the  house,  and  double 
swing  doors  in  the  partitions  between 
pens.  Two  large  windows  in  the  front 
of  each  pen  give  light  and  air.  No  glass 
sash  are  used.  Each  window  has  a  slid- 
ing screen  of  cotton  cloth  which  is  dosed 
only  in  extreme  cold  weather. 

These  houses  have  no  ventilation  from 
the  back,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  in  their 
location  —  where  the  circulation  of  air  ia 
good  — they  need  it.  I  made  prepara- 
tions one  very  hot  morning  last  August 
to  take  temperatures  in  different  parts  of 
the  house,  but  before  noon  a  strong  breeze 
came  up  and  made  the  air  comfortable 
everywhere. 
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Origin  of  the  Trap  Nest 


An  instructor  in  poultry  husbandry 
asks: — "Can  you  give  me  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  trap 
nest?  I  am  not  able  to  locate  any  defi- 
nite information  in  regard  to  the  first  use 
of  the  trap  nest.  " 

I  cannot  give  anything  positive  about 
the  early  history  of  trap  nests  further  than 
that  from  the  time  I  began  to  read  poul- 
try literature  forty  odd  years  ago  I  occa- 
sionally found  in  it  descriptions  of  trap 
nests  for  laying  hens.  In  looking  over 
old  agricultural  papers  I  have  seen  simi- 
lar references  to  them  going  back  about 
forty  years  more.  But  I  have  never  given 
enough  attention  to  them  to  be  able  to 
refer  to  the  articles  now.  I  presume  that 
trap  nests  have  been  made  and  used  for 
centuries  by  occasional  poultry  keepers 
who  wished  to  identify  the  eggs  of  their 
hens. 

The  modern  commercial  exploitation  of 
trap  nests  began  about  twenty  years  ago — 
a  little  lees.  I  think  that  A.  .L  Sllber- 
stein,  then  of  Framingham,  .Mass.,  was 
the  first  to  try  to  introduce  it  for  general 
use.  At  any  rate  he  seemed  most  atten- 
tive at  that  time.  He  must  have  spent 
several  thousand  dollars  in  isds— IS'.MI 
advertising  his  Kureka  Trap  Nest  and  his 
"trap  nested  strain"  of  ],ight  Brahmas. 

Mr.  F.  ().  Welcome,  of  Yarmouth,  Me., 
was  also  a  pioneer  trap  nest  promoter. 
He  advertised  on  a  more  modest  scale  and 
is  I  believe  the  only  one  of  the  early  en- 
thusiasts who  stuck  to  it. 


BUYING  STOCK 

EDITOR  F.\KM-roui.TRY ;  What  is  the 
age  for  the  best  mating  of  fowls 
for  foundation  breeding  stock,  and 
when  is  the  best  time  to  purchase?  The 
varieties  will  be  White  I>eghorn8,  Light 
Brahmas,  and  Buff  Wyandottes.  Don't 
want  eggs  to  .start  with. 

What  is  meant  by  this  when  you  say 
two  parts  corn,  when  no  weight  or  meas- 
ure is  stated?  F.  F.  M. 


In  buying  foundation  breeding  stock 
the  age  is  of  secondary  importance.  The 
one  e-ssential  thing  in  regard  to  age  is  that 
the  birds  shall  be  mature.  That  much 
being  assured,  a  buyer  who  knows  hie 
business  is  not  so  much  concerned  about 
the  age  of  birds  as  about  getting  birds 
that  have  the  type  and  characteristics  he 
wants,  and  that  are  still  serviceable 
breeders.  One  of  the  most  valuable 
breeders  that  I  ever  had  was  a  White 
Leghorn  male  of  unknown  age — except 
that  the  man  I  bought  him  from  knew 
that  he  was  at  least  four  years  old.  I 
bought  him  at  a  nominal  price  because 
he  was  supposed  to  be  no  longer  service- 
able for  breeding.  His  direct  offspring 
were  not  very  numerous,  but  were  of  un- 
usual quality  and  soon  made  the  desired 
impression  on  my  whole  stock. 

In  ordinary  purchases  of  breeding  stock 
the  birds  considered  are  mostly  under 
two  years  old,  and  the  only  advantage  in 
buying  cockerels  and  pullets  is  that  they 
are  good  for  a  year  more  of  service,  as  a 
rule,  than  are  the  yearlings. 

The  best  time  to  buy  breeding  stock  is 
in  the  early  winter,  but  if  one  has  let  that 
go  by,  purchasing  at  any  later  time  up  to 
the  breeding  season  only  means  that  he 
pays  more  for  the  same  quality  and  may 
find  it  more  difficult  to  get  what  he 
wants. 

When  no  statement  is  make  whether 
parts  in  feeding  directions  are  by  weight 
or  measure  it  is  usually  understood  that 
measure  is  meant. 


WHY  ISA  CONSTITUTION? 

THAT  is  what  I  ask  myself  after  read- 
ing the  list  of  committee  appoint- 
ments made  at  San  Francisco. 
Only  about  half  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ments appear  to  conform  to  the  constitu- 
tion. I  say  ' '  appe<ir  to  conform  to  the 
constitution ' '  because  in  some  cases  it 
may  be  that  the  order  of  names  of  com- 
mitteemen is  accidental,  and  the  first 
name  may  not  be  —  as  is  customary  — 
that  of  the  chairman  of  the  commilt«e. 

The  first  committee  named  in  the  list 
before  me  is  the  Committee  on  Editing 
and  Publishing  Standards.  The  constitu- 
tion provides  that  this  shall  be  done  by 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Standards. 

Next  is  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Judiciary.  The  Constitution  provides  that 
the  chairman  of  this  committ«e  shall  be 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Board.  The 
man  whose  name  heads  the  list  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Board. 

The  Constitution  makes  the  same  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  on  l^egislation,  but  as  far 
as  I  can  learn  from  information  at  hand 
no  one  on  the  former  is  qualified  as  chair- 
man. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Medals  and  Diplomas  shall 
be  a  sub-cimmittee  of  three  of  the  six 
elective  members  of  the  Executive  Board 
who  constitute  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Poultry  ."^hows  and  Licensing  .fudges. 
Here  the  Committee  on  Medals  and  Di- 
plomas appears  as  a  separate  committee 
of  five. 


I've  Been  Building  Incubators  So  Long  that  they  call 
me  the  Daddy  of  Artificial  Incubation 
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Principal 
Not  connected  with 
any  other  company. 


When  incubators 
were  new  I  bu 
them  so  good  that 
my  customers  of  those  days  are  my  customers  today. 
From  the  very  first  I  built  the  best  incubator  I  knew 
how.  It  was  the  best  incubator  possible  to  build.  My  in- 
cubators today  are  better  than  they  were  then  because  I 
have  learned  how  to  build  them  better.  Today  my 
machines  have  no  equal  for  hatching  a  strong,  vigorous 
chick  from  every  hatchable  egg,  for  economy  of  fuel  and 
labor,  for  appearance  and  for  durability.  And,  best  of  all, 
for  you 

THE  NEW  BUFFALO  INCUBATORS 


and  BROODERS,  too 


Let  me  tel!  you  how  one 
customer  makes  an  income  j 
of  $1,569.89  with  a' 
Buffalo  Equipment.  ' 

Here's  a  "human  interest" 
story.  Mr.  Carter,  a  carpenter, 
after  a  long  spell  of  sickness, 
that  left  him  almost  a  cripple, 
undertook  to  make  a  living 
with  poultry. 

The  fourth  year  he  carried 
over  550  layers.  The  market 
eggs  were  all  sold  through  a 
commission  house.  The  year- 
lings brought  75ff  each.  A  few 
hatching  eggs  were  sold.  The 
total  receipts  were  $2,793.07. 
The  total  expenditure  for  the 
the  year  was  $1,228.18.  The 
net  profit  on  the  investment 
and  labor  $1,569.89. 

Everyone  interested  in 
making  money  out  of  poultry 
should  ask  for  our  circular. 


are  just  as  well  built  as  any  Standard  Incubator  on  the 
market  but  cost  25%  to  33%  less.  You  do  not  need  to 
pay  more  than  my  price  for  the  best  incubator  your  money 
can  buy.  You  cannot  get  more  real  value  no  matter  how 
much  you  pay. 

The  Buffalo  Colony  Brooder  is  a 
complete  Home  Chicken  Raiser.  Can 
be  operated  without  shelter  when  it  is 
10  degrees  below  zero. 

The  New  Buffalo  Coal-Heated  Brood- 
er Stove  and  Hover,  Price  $15,  will 
brood  from  100  to  1,000  chicks  for  less 
money  than  lamp-heated  hovers.  The 
controll  on  this  stove  is  perfect,  and  it 
requires  very  little  attention. 

Write  for  my  circular  now  before  you  forget  it. 

CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS,  Pres. 

Buffalo  Incubator  Company 


DEWITT  ST.  No.  4()8, 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Madison  Square  Garden  Catalog 


I  am  in  receipt  of  numerous  requests 
for  catalogs  of  our  past  exhibition,  and 
wish  to  explain  that  our  association  does 
not  publish  the  book,  but  that  it  is  gotten 
out  by  Harry  M.  Stevens,  Madison  Square 
(iarden,  New  York  City.  Mr.  Stevens 
will  send  marked  copies,  postpaid,  for 
40c.  in  stamps,  so  please  write  to  him 
direct  and  avoid  a  delay  which  I  am  most 
anxious  should  not  occur.  I  want  absent 
exhibitors  to  get  the  "returns"  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

The  National  Bantam  Association  and 
The  Waterfowl  Club  of  America  have 
already  voted  to  hold  their  annual  meet- 
ing at  the  (iarden,  and  each  looks  for  an 
entry  of  1,000  birds. 

Chas.  D.  Clevel.vnd,  Sec'y. 


Incubator  Oil  Economy 

No  matter  how  good  an  oil  heated  in- 
cubator may  be,  if  inferior  oil  is  used  the 
machine  will  either  not  work  satisfactorily 
or  will  require  extra  care  to  get  the  de- 
sired results.  The  reputation  of  the  .len- 
ney  Manufacturing  Co.'s  Commonwealth 
Safety  Oil  among  poultrymen  has  grown 
and  grows  steadily  because  those  who  use 
it  so  universally  find  that  it  does  first 
class  work  with  much  less  than  ordinary 
attention  to  the  lamp.  The  testimonials 
in  the  advertisement  of  the  Jenney  Man- 
ufacturing Co. ,  in  this  issue,  are  ordinary 
specimens  of  what  users  of  this  oil  say 
when  ordering  a  supply  or  making  a  re- 
mittance. 


Why  don't  you  get  up  a  Farm-Pocltky 
club  of  five  in  your  neighborhood? 


(PAT  TTTOM  •  '^"y  Cutter  claiming  to  be  MANN'S  without  F.  W.  MANN  CO.  cast  eft 
V^iV  KJ  1  IVylN  t    its  surface,  is  an  imitation.  The  genuine  MANN'S  is  made  only  in  Milford. 

Make  Hens  Lay 

READ  THE  BOOK  THAT  TELLS  HOW 

Tells  you  how  to  make  hens  lay.  Gives  you  in  a  nutshell 
the  whole  matter  of  riyht  foedins-.   Read  it  if  you  want  to 
know  the  real  value  of  fresh,  raw  bone,  which  contains  four  times 
the  egg-making-  ingredients  that  grain  has.    You  must  feed  raw,  green 
bone  to  promote  growth,  development  and  laying.  It  doubles 
your  profits  in  number  of  eggs,  fertility,  strong  chicks, 
large  fowls.  It  is  easily  and  quickly  prepared  with 


MANN'S  •"•"L""';! 


Bone  Cutter] 

It  cuts  all  green  bone  with  all  adhering:  meat  and  gristle; 
(fi    wastes  nothing  and  never  clogs.  Automatically  ad- 
*    justs  cutting  to  your  strength.    Anyone  can  turn  it. 
We'll  send  you  one  on  10  Days'  Free  Trial.   No  money 
down.  If  not  satisfactory,  return  at  our  expense.  Send  for  book  today. 
F.  W.  MANN  CO.  Box  55  Mlllord.  IVIass. 


Fiske's  White  Leghorns 

200O  YEARLING  HENS  AT  90c.  EACH 

My  Sinurle  Conih  White  Lcchorna  arc-  rioted  forsi/.e,  stamina,  and  as  l.Tyers  of  larce  white  egrcrB. 
I  have  two  thoufliirid  yearllners  weiirliinc  4  \  to  .5  Ills,  facli  that  I  wlU  sell  In  any  number  desired 
at  ninety  cents  each.  Order  at  once.  If  you  are  not  ready  to  take  them  now,  make  a  deposit  and  I 
will  ship  when  you  are  ready. 

HARLO  J.  FISKE,  Box  6,  West  Springfield,  Mass. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH 

ROCKS 

S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND 

REDS 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS 

from  the  two  best  utility  strains  of  the  two  best  general  pur- 
pose breeds  in  the  world.  Our  stock  has  been  bred  for  many 
years  for  health,  vigor  and  heavy  eec  production.  All  our 
stock  is  rangc-nilsed  and  open-air  housed  the  year  round. 
We  trap  nest,  and  select  our  breeders  on  their  records.  All 
breedlne  males  are  sons  of  hcus  that  laid  200  eggs  or  better 
thuir  i)ullet  year. 

Our  Catahig  Kivcg  full  details.   Send  for  it. 

ORCHARD  VIEW  FARM,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Holllston,  Mass. 
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BREED  AND  VARIETY  CHAR- 
ACTERS 

CHAS.  T.  CORNMAN,  editor  of  the 
Poultry  Hem,  objects  in  the  Decem- 
ber issue  of  that  paper  to  some  views 
presented  in  a  recent  article  on  the  above 
subject  in  this  paper.  He  takes  issue  first 
with  Mr.  W.  C.  Denny  (whose  article  in 
the  Poultry  World  furnished  the  text  for 
mine)  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  possi- 
bility of  producing  rose  combs  direct  from 
singrle  combs,  and  he  also  takes  exception 
to  my  statement  that  the  only  absolute 
distinction  between  the  White  Rock  and 
the  White  Wyandotte  is  the  comb. 

In  proof  of  his  first  contention,  Mr. 
Cornman  cites  the  case  of  the  Rose  Comb 
Black  Minorca,  and  quotes  at  length  the 
statement  of  the  development  of  a  rose 
comb  by  evolution  and  selection  from 
single  combs  with  side  sprigs  made  by 
George  H.  Northup,  who  introduced  the 
rose  comb  variety.  This  account  of  the 
making  of  the  Rose  Comb  Black  Minorca 
has  always  seemed  to  me  too  improbable 
to  be  accepted  as  correc' .  I  would  not 
say  that  Mr.  Northup  introduced  rose 
comb  blood  and  suppressed  the  fact,  but 
as  his  side  sprigs  appeared  in  birds  with 
the  ancestry  of  which  he  seems  not  to 
have  been  familiar,  we  are  warranted  in 
supposing  it  quite  probable  that  the  rose 
combs  he — after  a  time — secured,  may 
have  come  through  reversion  to  a  rose 
combed  cross  before  he  had  the  stock. 
Mr.  Cornman' s  proof  in  this  case  rests  on 
an  account  that  contains  strong  elements 
of  improbability,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  cannot  be  made  more  plausible  by 
any  evidence  of  similar  phenomena. 

In  regard  to  the  distinction  between 
White  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
Mr.  Cornman  says:  "We  cannot  agree 
with  Mr.  Robinson  in  his  statement  that 
the  only  absolute  distinction  between  the 
White  Rock  and  White  Wyandotte  is  the 
comb,  and  that  under  the  present  methods 
of  judging,  either  one  can  have  the  same 
shape  and  size  of  the  other  and  stand  well 
in  an  exhibition.  The  types  are  so  dif- 
ferent that  it  would  be  foolish  for  the 
writer  to  make  a  comparison.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  to  see  the  finish  of  any 
judge  who  would  apply  the  Robinson 
principle  in  passing  judgment  on  the  two 
classes,  The  writer  has  seen  many  beauti- 
ful Single  Comb  White  Wyandotte  sports, 
but  he  has  the  first  one  yet  to  see  with 
sufficient  White  Rock  characteristics  to 
warrant  any  judge  familiar  with  the  two 
breeds  to  hang  a  ribbon  on  it  in  that 
class." 

When  a  man  can  take  the  attitude  that 
Mr.  Cornman  has  in  the  quotation  above 
upon  a  matter  in  which  the  facts  are  such 
that  anyone  who  gets  around  much 
among  shows  and  poultrymen  can  see  for 
himself  that  it  is  only  in  the  yards  of  a 
few  breeders,  and  in  the  highest  compe- 
tition, that  the  desired  differences  in  the 
types  of  these  varieties  are  preserved  and 
observed,  it  is  not  much  use  to  argue 
with  him.  The  only  argument  that  pro- 
duces any  effect  on  a  man  who  takes  that 
position  is  the  discovery  that  he  has  him- 
self failed  to  distinguish  a  Single  Combed 
Wyandotte  shown  as  a  Rock.  If  Mr. 
Cornman  has  not  had  that  experience, 
and  if  he  judges  White  Rocks,  it  is  one 
of  the  things  that  is  coming  to  him  — the 
risk  being  now  increased  because  some 
panicky  people  are  favoring  longer  bodied 
Wyandottes. 

The  diSerence  in  combs  is  positively 
the  only  point  which  determines  wliether 
a  bird  of  a  certain  color  pattern,  as  in 
various  similar  colors  of  Rocks  and  Wy- 
andottes, belongs  to  one  breed  or  to  the 
other.  If  it  has  a  single  comb  it  cannot 
pass  as  a  standard  Wyandotte,  even 
though  it  is  in  blood  a  Wyandotte.  It 
will  be  thrown  out  on  account  of  its 
comb.  If  shown  as  a  Hock  it  cannot  be 
thrown  out  because  it  has  not  the  ap- 
proved typical  Rock  shape.  The  worst 
that  can  happen  to  it  is  to  be  cut  for 
shape,  and  if  it  is  good  enough  in  other 
respects  it  may  win  over  a  better  shaped 
bird.  This  is  not  "  the  Robinson  prin- 
ciple," so-called  by  Mr.  Cornman.  It  is 
common  practice.  And  it  is  common 
practice  because  these  breeds  are  so  like 
in  shape  and  because,  under  present 
methods  of  judging,  lack  of  typical  shape 
is  not  punished  as  severely  as  it  should  be, 
if  "  .thape  virik-c!<  the  breed." 

Mr.  Cornman,  we  may  infer  frcm  the 
quotation  above,  would  deny  that  the 
breeds  under  discussion  are  very  similar 
in  shape.  The  Standard  illustrations  will 
show  anyone  who  cares  to  compare  them 
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that  the  proportions  are  so  nearly  the 
same  that  whatever  distinction  may  have 
been  made  recently  has  been  quite  re- 
moved. This  need  not  be  a  matter  of 
opinion  with  anyone.  Take  a  copy  of 
the  Standard,  a  small  rule,  a  piece  of 
paper,  and  a  pencil,  and  measure  the 
hirds  in  the  illustrations  and  figure  out 
the  proportions. 


A  UNIQUE  CASE 

EDITOR  Farm-Poultry:— At  a  recent 
poultry  show  held  in  this  state  a 
transaction  took  place,  the  legality 
of  which  is  still,  in  the  minds  of  some,  an 
open  question.  Would  you  be  willing,  as 
a  poultryman  with  experience  in  matters 
of  this  sort,  to  give  me  your  unbiased 
views  on  the  legality  of  this  deal?  I  am 
enclosing  stamp  for  reply. 

The  transaction  was  this.    A  entered  a 
string  of  birds  in  this  show,  among  them 
being  three  pullets.    B  also  entered  a 
string  of  birds  containing  three  pullets. 
A  on  seeing  B's  pullets  saw  that  he  was 
going  to  be  beaten  in  that  class  so  he 
talked  it  over  with  B  who  agreed  to  sell 
him  one  of  the  birds,  the  best  one.  The 
pullet  was  bought  and  paid  for  on  the 
condition  that  all  honors  won  by  this  bird 
should  belong  to  A  to  which  transaction 
B  was  perfectly  agreeable.    This  was  all 
done  before  the  judging  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  other  competitors  who  made  no 
complaint.     A  and  B  thought  that  to 
make  this  deal  legitimate  it  would  be 
necessary  to  so  change  the  entry  blanks 
as  to  show  A  with  four  pullets  entered 
and  B  with  two.    This  was  done  by  the 
Secretary  at  the  direction  of  both  A  and 
B.    One  of  the  competitors  who  did  not 
know  of  the  deal  at  the  time,  protested 
the  deal  when  he  learned  of  it  after  the 
judging.    The  pullet  had  the  honor  of 
not  only  being  first  but  also  champion  of 
the  show.    The  Executive  Board  of  the 
association  held  a  meeting  without  the 
knowledge  of  either  A  or  B  and  voted  to 
hold  up  all  premiums  won  by  both  and 
rejudge  the  class.   Was  this  legal?  When 
this  proceeding  became  known  to  A  he  at 
once  got  together  another  Board  meeting 
and  after  putting  up  his  side  of  the  case 
this  procedure  was  voted  down.    It  was 
finally  decided  that  although  the  transac- 
tion was  illegal  no  action  could  be  taken 
because  of  the  Secretary  accepting  the 
entry  after  entries  were  closed.    It  was 
shown  however  that  entries  were  not 
closed  as  it  had  been  advertieed  that  en- 
tries would  be  received  up  to  the  time  of 
judging.     Is  it  your  opinion  that  this 
transaction  was  legal?   Is  it  your  opinion 
that  the  transaction  was  made  legal  by 
the  changing  of  the  entry  blanks  or  do 
you  think  it  would  have  been  legal  if  no 
change  had  been  made?   Has  any  such 
transaction  ever  come  to  your  attention 
before?    If  so  was  it  ever  protested  and  if 
so  what  was  the  verdict?    Would  you 
have  any  hesitancy  about  doing  the  same 
thing  under  the  above  conditions,  or  any 
other  conditions,  if  occasion  demanded  it? 
Do  you  think  a  transaction  of  this  kind 
entirely  ethical'.'    Is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  A.  P.  A.  rule  that  "All  birds  must  be 
the  bona-fide  property  of  the  exhibitor," 
was  made  to  cover  just  such  cases  as  this? 

1'. 


On  the  case  as  stated  I  would  say  that 
the  transaction  was  uncjuestionably  legal. 
If  entries  were  open  until  the  judging 
began,  it  was  B's  privilege  to  withdraw 
the  pullet  and  A  having  bought  the  pullet 
was  entitled  to  enter  her  as  his  own.  It 
would  make  no  difference  whether  the 
sale  was  made  a  year  or  a  minute  before 
the  entries  closed,  nor  has  the  attitude  of 
other  competitors  any  hearing  on  the 
issue. 

Nor  can  I  see  that  the  accident  of  time 
and  place  making  the  trade  public  and 
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The  best  way  for  the  small  advertiser  to  keep  always  be- 
fore the  public  is  to  advertise  regularly  in  this  department 

YEARLY  IIN    ADVANCE  ORDERS 

Two  lines,  one  year,  twelve  times,  $3.00 
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Four     "     "       "        "        "  6.00 
Etc.,  etc.    For  each  additional  line  $1.50  per  year. 

START  YOUR  AD.  NOW 

It  does  not  pay  to  hold  back  the  small  ad.  until  trade  begins.  Many 
readers  are  considering  now  where  they  will  buy  a  few  months  later. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


ORIGINAL,  GOWELL  Barred  Rocks.  Unl- 
vereity  of  Maine  county  demonstration  plant. 
Pen  Exp.  cockerels  with  yearling  hens.  Eggs,  $1.00 
per  setting;  »5.00  per  100. 

Howard  T.  Burke,  West  Kennebunk,  Maine.  3 

BARRED   ROCKS.    Hardy  thorough  bred, 
winter  layers.   Selected  eggs  $1.00  per  13. 
Kocky  Ledge  Farm.      North  Stonlngton,  Conn.  2 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  prize  winning 
White  Rocks.   Fine  large  birds.   Also  a  few 
good  ccokerels  $2.60  and  up. 

Sunnyslde  Poulry  Yards,  Box  335,  Madison,  Conn  3 
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UFF  ROCKS  only;  a  few  nice  cockerels  rea- 
sonable.  Noyes,  L.  Box  273,  New  London.  Ct. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

MAHOGANY  STRAIN  S.  C.  Reds  only.  All 
fall  laying  hens  reserved  as  breeders.  Utility 
eggs  $1.25  per  15  :  83.50  per  50;  $6.00  per  100. 

C.  Quackenbush.   Darlen,  Conn.  1—17 

BHODE  ISLAND  Red  eggs  for  setting  from 
my  leading  New  England  show  winners.  Send 
for  booklet.       F.  Fabel.   Gales  Ferry,  Conn.  3 

T>OSE  COMB  REDS.  Bean  strain.  Vigorous, 
JLV  free  range  reds,  excellent  color  and  type. 
Heavy  layers.  Fertile  eggs  15— $2.00;  30— $3.50;  60— 
$6.00:  100— $8.00.  Theo.  Pearson.  Madison,  N.  H.  2 

KC.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS.  At  Boston 
•  1916  won  first,  fifth  and  shape  special  on  cock 
and  third  on  pullet.  They  are  grand  winter  layers. 
Cockerels  $3  to  $15  each.  Eggs  $1  50  to  $10  per  15. 
I  have  been  breeding  Reds  since  1!105. 

J.  S.  Diamond.   Franklin,  N.  H.  tf 

RHODE  Island  Red  cockerels,  both  combs,  free 
range,  extia  laying  strain,  good  size  and  color, 
$3  to  $10.      F.  R.  Brownell,  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  2 

PIPER'S  Rhode  Island  Reds  — 240  egg  strain; 
both  combs;  known  the  world  over  19  years  as 
best  winter  layers  and  prize  Reds.  Cockerels,  pul- 
lets, hens  from  2(l0-cge  hens  and  over,  $5,  $3,  $2,  and 
$1.50.   Your  money's  worth  or  your  money  back. 

Bay  View  Farm,  North  Haven,  Me.  2 

ILL  TAFT  strain  direct.  Rose  Comb  Reds. 
Setting,  $2.  P.  B.  Crandail,  Rlverdale,  Md.  4 
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RHODE  ISLAND  WHITES. 
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I.  WHITES  —  the  best  yet  for  profit.  Eggs 
•   for  hatching,  $3  per  15. 

Hill  Crest  Farm,  Westmoreland,  N.  H.  3 
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C.  RHODE  ISLAND  WHITE  egg  from 
•   Excelsior  and  Peerlless  strains  $2.00  per  1.5. 

A.  E.  Pblpps.   Holllston,  Mass.  4 

WYANDOTTES. 

BOSTON  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  Sewell  Clr. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.   A  few  cocks  and 
cockerels  $3  up.   Eggs  $3  per  15.   Baby  chicks 
30<f  each.  S.L.  Marshall.  Box  133.  Port  Chester.  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS- 
March  batched,  farm  raised,  good  stock,  $3 
each.   D.  K.  Ingraham,  Tel.  47-W,  Dedham,  Mags.  2 

 FAVEROLLES.  

QALMON  FAVEROLLES.  Boston  winners. 
lO  Buttonwood  Poultry  Yards.  So.  Swansea,  Maes.  4 


LEGHORNS. 


C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS,  layers  and  winners 
•  at  Palace  anb  Garden.  Eggs  $3  per  15;  $5  per  30. 
Glenwood  Poultry  Yards.  Rutherford,  N.  .1.  1 

G  C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS.  Winners  wherever 
iO»  shown.  Al  layers.  Eggs  91.80  to  $5.00  per  16. 
.T.  H.  Whitcomb.    James  St..  Springfield,  Mass.  2 

C.  BUFF  Leghorns:  best  quality:  low  prices. 
'  Satisfaction  guar.   C.  I.  Davis,  Waterville,  Me. 


a&-l  EACH -S.  C.  W.  LEGHORNS,  pullets 
<nJL  and  yearlings,  cocks  and  cockerels.  Will 
ship  anywhere.   Send  for  booklet. 

Woodworth  Farm,  Wilton,  Conn,    t  f 

C.  WHITE  LK<;H0RN  cockerels;  April 
•    hatched,  farm  raised,  goo<l  stock,  $2  each. 

D.  K.  Ingraham,  Tel.  47.W,  Dedham,  Mass.  2 
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YOUNG- FERRIS  STRAINS  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns.  A  few  cocks  and  cockerels  yet 
at  $2  and  $5  each.  Orders  booked  now  for  eggs  and 
chicks:  March  and  April  ilellvory.  Eggs,  $8  per 
inO;  chicks.  $12  per  WO. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  4 


FUN  OR  PROFIT?  Why  not  both  with  the 
Pcasley  strnin  of  S.  ('.  W.  Leghorns?  Fourth 
in  last  laying  contest  (100  pens  competing. )  Oflii  lal 
Iriiltvldual  record  2.52.  Winners  of  silver  cups  and 
blue  ribbons  for  laying  eggs.  The  highest  profit 
BtralD.   Chicks  $15.00  per  100.   Cockerels  $5.00  each. 

Peasley,  Cheshire,  Conn.  2 

C10LUMBIAN  and  Red  Pyle  Leghorn  eggs  for 
^   setting.  Prof.  John  Evans,  Cranston,  R.  I.  1 


C;  C.  WHITE  LEGHORN  Hatching  Eggs.-No 
foreign  blood.— Eggs  selected  for  color  6ize 
and  shape.— Breeders  selected  for  vigor,  prolificacy 
and  standard  points.-  Fertility  and  satisfaction 
guaranteed.—  Folder  on  request. 
  J.  Wehrell,   Ho-Ho-Kus.  N.  J.  5 


MINORCAS. 
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LACK  Minorca  eggs,  $3  per  sitting;  cockerels. 
K.  btory,  187  Arlington  Av.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  12-2 


C.  BLACK  MINORCA  cocks  and  cock- 
r  "''^^  ^^'"^  3t  *2  to  *5  each.  Orders  booked 
for  March  and  April.  Eggs  $6  per  100.  March  and 
April  chicks,  $14  per  100. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  4 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 


T  IGHT  BRAHMAS,  fine  stock,  good  layers. 
J-i  Buttonwood  Poultry  Yds,  So.  Swansea,  Mass.  3 


LANGSHANS. 


or  OUT  OF  A  POSSIBLE  40  FIRSTS  is 

S^r    t^f.lSlS  record  of  Robinson's  Langshans  at 
Boston,  IJeymouth,  N.  Y.  State  Fair.  Brockt*)n, 
Buffalo,  Providence,  N.  Y.  City  and  Philadelphia. 
Write  for  1916  mating  list.  J.  F.  Robinson, 
  Main  Street,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  tf 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES. 

ft  JvPED,  Barred  P.  Rock,  and  White 

V*,  Wyandotte  cocks  and  cockerels;  fine  utility 
stock,  $2  and  $2  50  each.  G.  F  Arno 

Pleasant  View  Poultry  Farm,  R.  19,  Monmouth.Me. 

/^r)EGGS  FOR  $.-5.00 :  15  eggs  for  $1.00;  Two 
y  w  medicated  nest  eggs.  Poor  hatches  duplicated 
at  half  price.  30  years  as  breeders.  20  best  varieties 
Circular  free.      Whitney  &  Son,  Triangle  N  Y  3 


>ARTRIDGE  Rocks  $2  up.   Also  Andulusians 
W.  Leghorns  same  price.   R.  I.  Reds  $1.50  each 
N.  W.  Hyde,  Montery,  Mass.  3 


BABY  CHICKS 


"D  ABY  CHICKS.  Barred  and  White  Rocks,  R. 

I.  Reds.  W  hlte  W  yandottes.  Brown  and  White 
Leghorns,  S15  per  100.    Readv  March  1st. 
 Manchester,  Box  16,  Bristol,  R.  I.  2 


BANTAMS. 


SEBRIGHTS,  Cochins,  Games,  Japanese,  Brah- 
mas.  Rose  Combs.  Polish.  Circular  2c.  stamp. 
Jenn  Bantam  Yards,  Desk  30,  Delavan,  Wis  6 


PHEASANTS. 


"pHEASANT    FARmTnG."  a  practical 
r^.      ,    "°!^^'<''^  Oh  pheasant  rearing,  postpaid  60c. 
Circular,  all  necessary  pheasant  requirements  free 
Simpson  s  Pheasant  Farm.  Corvallls  Oregon 


PRINTING. 


TTIGHEST  quality  printing  at  reasonable  prices. 
J-L  Best  cuts  used.  Samples  free.  Special  Intro- 
ductory  offers.  100  noteheads  and  100  envelopes  for 
$1,  postpaid;  .500  cards,  $1. 

 Tabor  Printing  Co.,  Longmeadow,  Mass.  3 

1  an  SA.I'DS  50r.  6.X9  circulars  $1.2.5,  postpaid. 
A-\J\J  Writewante.  Poultry  News,  Newark,  N.  J.  I 


FARMS. 


CALIFORNIA-Llttle  suburban  farms  forsale; 
suitable  for  poultry,  fruit  and  garden.  Easy 
payments:  Write.      K.  R.  Waite,  Shawnee,  Okla.  2 

1  2  ^^^^  ^^^^^  Buildings,  $500.  Ne^ 

J.^  Contoocook  River,  Croched  Mountain,  mall  at 
door,  phone,  one  mile  to  depot.  West  Deerlng,  N.  H 
Five  room  house,  stone  foundation,  cellar  under  all 
barn,  woodshed.  Sandy  loam  soil,  not  stony  water 
from  tiled  well.  About  half  of  land  In  birch  and 
evergreens,  remainder  clear.  Ideal  for  poultry 
Through  trains  to  Boston  and  Conconl.  Last  tenant 
left  house  In  poor  condition,  hence  low  price  of  $500 
which  Is  the  assessed  valuaUon,  or  $.5.50  with  terms 
to  suit.  Possession  at  once.  Particulars  gKidly 
furnished. 

D.  S.  Burch,  Farm  &  Flreshle.  Springfield,  Ohio.  2 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


rpHE  NEW  .SUPERIOR  RADISH.  BeaU 
-1-  .Til  Other  varieties.  We  will  send  one  large 
package,  also  one  pack.ige  of  our  best  Sweet  Pea 
Seed  free  If  you  will  send  the  names  of  10  who  buy 
garden  seeds.        Elliott's  Nursery  &  Seed  Farms. 

Trenary,  Michigan.  2 


ASHLAWN  FARM 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

(irown  on  range.  Open  front  houses.  For  years 
bred  for  Health,  Vigor.  Eggs  and  Meat.  Eggs  $7.60 
per  100.  A  liniKed  iinndier  from  best  mattings 
$.i.O0  per  15. 

J.  M.  ALEXANDER. 

R.  F.  D.  1.  TAUNTON.  MA.SS. 

When  writing  to  Advertisers  always 
mention  Farm-Poultry 
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conspicuous  has  any  real  bearing  on  the 
ethics  of  the  case  or  differentiates  it  from 
ordinary  buying  and  selling  of  exhibition 
birds.  According  to  custom  in  this  trade 
a  part  of  the  high  price  on  this  class  of 
stock  is  paid  in  consideration  of  the  seller 
relinquishing  claims  to  credit  for  the 
breeding  or  growing  of  a  bird,  and  as  far 
as  the  seller  is  concerned  the  buyer  may 
claim  whatever  he  likes.  In  the  ethics  of 
the  trade  the  seller  cannot  properly  cor- 
rect any  misrepresentation  a  buyer  may 
make  about  a  bird  as  long  as  the  buyer 
takes  credit  to  himself.  In  the  general 
conception  of  ethics  this  is  not  good  ethics, 
and  I  doubt  whether  it  is  on  the  whole, 
beneficial  to  the  trade,  but  it  is  an  estab- 
lished condition  that  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  change,  and  though  it  leads  to 
some  abuses  it  is  not  as  regularly  produc- 
tive of  evil  as  a  rigid  movalist  might 
expect. 

The  rule  of  the  A.  I'.  A.  that  all  birds 
must  be  the  bona-fide  property  of  an  ex- 
hibitor was  a  common  rule  of  show  asso- 
ciations long  before  the  A.  P.  A.  promul 
gated  show  rules.  Its  object  was  to  pre- 
vent the  borrowing  and  lending  of  birds 
for  exhibition. 


COST  OF  FEEDING  POULTRY 
ON  FARMS 

IN  the  report  of  the  Third  International 
Egg  Laying  Contest,  held  at  Victoria, 
B.  C,  there  is  a  graphic  illustration 
of  the  alleged  difference  between  profits 
from  hens  in  this  contest  and  hens  in  a 
"  farmer's  flock." 

The  picture  shows  a  large  pail  of  eggs — 
representing  the  average  product  of  the 
hens  in  this  contest,  and  a  smaller  pail  of 
eggs  representing  the  average  product  of 
hens  in  a  "farmer's  flock."  The  yield 
in  the  first  case  is  164  eggs  per  hen.  The 
average  price  received  for  these  was  35c. 
a  dozen.  The  cost  of  feed  is  given  at 
$1.84  per  hen,  and  the  profit  per  hen  at 
$2.94. 

The  "  farmer's  flock  "  is  credited  with 
85  eggs  per  hen  at  the  average  price  of 
30c.  per  dozen.  The  cost  of  feed  is  placed 
at  $1.54  per  hen,  and  the  profit  at  60c. 
per  hen. 

A  cursory  examination  of  the  text  does 
not  show  any  reference  to  this  picture. 
It  stands  by  itself  as  an  object  lesson  to 
farmers,  apparently  intended  to  impress 
upon  them  that  they  should  keep  poultry 
as  it  is  kept  at  the  contests.  But  does 
this  object  lesson  t«ach  truth  or  error? 
Upon  what  grounds  does  it  place  the  cost 
of  feeding  a  hen  on  the  farm  at  !?1.50? 
Fowls  on  farms  that  do  not  specialize  in 
poultry  usually  can  get  most  of  their  food 
by  foraging.  As  a  rule,  they  must  be 
given  some  food  in  addition,  especially  in 
the  winter,  but  the  actual  cost  of  this  is 
less  on  the  general  farm  than  on  a  poul- 
try farm,  and  this  item  for  a  "  farmer's 
flock  "  ought  not  to  go  higher  than  one- 
third  to  one-half  the  cost  of  feeding  hens 
at  the  contest.  Put  it  at  the  higher  figure 
and  the  farmer's  Hock  will  show  a  profit 
of  $1."_'0  per  hen,  even  on  the  small  egg 
yield  credited  to  it. 

But  as  I  have  pointed  out  hundreds  of 
times,  estimates  and  comparisons  on  a 
feed  and  per  hen  basis  are  mostly  false 
and  misleading.  Labor  and  other  costs 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  On 
ordinary  farms  the  labor  cost,  like  the 
feed  cost,  is  small.  At  contests  the  labor 
and  housing  costs  are  large.  .Inst  what 
they  are  we  do  not  know.  That  appears 
to  be  a  detail  in  which  those  who  con- 
duct contests  are  not  interested.  Cer- 
tainly, however,  these  coste  are  abnor- 
mally large,  for  in  none  of  the  contests 
are  operations  on  a  basis  that  can  be 
made   commercially   profitable.  Hens 


kept  for  egg  production  in  flocks  of  f.ve, 
six,  or  ten  will  not  pay;  the  cost  of  hous- 
ing and  labor  is  too  great. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  VENTILA- 
TION  IN  POULTRY  HOUSE 

ASCBSCRIBER  asks:  "  How  many 
degrees  warmer  should  the  in- 
terior of  a  properly  ventilated 
poultry  house  be  than  the  outside  tem- 
perature? Is  it  possible  to  ventilate  a 
poultry  house  in  zero  weather  so  that 
frost  will  not  collect  on  the  interiors?" 

To  prevent  frost  collecting  upon  interior 
surfaces  of  a  poultry  house,  we  must 
either  have  some  way  of  absorbing  the 
moisture  —  as  the  straw  loft  overhead;  or 
we  must  open  windows  and  doors  as 
much  as  is  necessary  to  keep  the  house 
dry.  The  latter  is  the  easier  way  and  is 
satisfactory  as  long  as  combs  do  not 
freeze.  The  temperature  at  which  combs 
will  freeze  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
comb,  and  avoidance  of  this  temperature 
depends,  to  a  considerable  extent,  upon 
the  number  of  birds  in  the  flock  and  how 
far  the  heat  they  generate  keeps  the  air 
around  them  above  the  temperature  at 
which  combs  would  be  nipped. 

The  practical  way  to  find  out  just  how 
to  operate  a  house  for  any  kind  or  num- 
ber of  fowls  is  by  experiment,  going  on 
the  principle  of  keeping  the  house  as 
open  as  possible.  The  problem  is  most 
difficult  when  large  combed  males  have 
to  be  considered. 


Make  Your  Hens  Lay  in  Winter= 
Time 

It  is  curious  how  a  vast  number  of  poul- 
trymen  have  gained  the  erroneous  idea 
that  it  is  not  natural  for  hens  to  lay  as 
many  eggs  during  the  winter  months  as 
when  the  summer  season  is  on.  This  is 
a  matter  largely  up  to  the  owner  of  the 
flock,  as  the  number  of  eggs  laid  is  more 
or  less  dependent  on  the  kind  of  food  pro- 
vided. Grain  alone  is  not  sufHcient. 
Watch  the  hen  and  see.  When  she  runs 
free,  doesn't  she  chase  all  over  her  par- 
ticular face  of  the  earth  for  bugs  and 
green  food?  In  the  wintertime  she  is 
deprived  of  this  natural  ration,  and  there 
is  a  consequent  falling  off  in  her  natural 
lay  of  eggs.  Her  feathers  become  scanty, 
and  she  grows  cold  and  uncomfortable. 
A  hen  like  that  won't  lay  eggs. 

Give  her  green  bone.  This  will  supply 
the  deficiency,  will  cause  her  feathers  to 
become  thick  and  warm,  and  she  will 
commence  to  lay  eggs,  never  fear.  A 
comfortable  hen  is  usually  a  good  layer, 
no  matter  what  the  breed;  and  a  cold, 
unhappy  hen  won't  lay  eggs  no  matter 
how  pure  or  how  valuable  the  strain. 

Green  bone  may  be  procured  from  your 
butcher  at  little  or  no  cost.  Cut  it  in  a 
Mann  Bone  Cutter  and  you  have  the  best 
egg  producing  ration  there  is.  There  are 
never  any  bone  splinters  nor  lumps  of 
gristle  left  in  the  food  that  is  "^lann" 
cut.  This  machine  is  equipped  with  an 
automatic  adjustable  feed,  a  feature  pos- 
sessed by  no  cutter  but  Mann's,  and  it 
cuts  all  the  f6od  fine  and  even. 

Remember  that  when  hens  are  shut  up 
and  unable  to  run  about  and  help  them- 
selves, it  is  up  to  you  to  maintain  their 
summertime  egg  laying  schedule  by  pro- 
viding them  the  food  they  would  natur- 
ally select.  Green  bone  contains  an 
abundance  of  animal  protein,  and  animal 
protein  is  the  best  egg  Guilder  known. 

The  Mann  Bone  Cutter  is  not  an  ex- 
pensive macthine.  It  more  than  pays  for 
itself  in  added  profits  from  the  increased 
number  of  eggs. 


Limit  of  Laying:  Records 

George  A.  Cosgrove,  in  the  Rural  Xetr 
Yorker,  says:  "  J>ady  lOglantine,  the  hen 
that  laid  :U4  eggs  in  'MVi  days  is  valued 
by  her  own  at  $llM),O0<t.  I  am  surprised 
at  his  moderation!  Why  in  the  world 
didn't  he  value  her  at  one  million?" 

In  this  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Cos- 
grove  was  in  an  ironical  mood.  But  this 
next  statement  raises  doubts  about  that: 


BARRED  ROCKS  AND 
S.  0.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 


HATCHING 
EGGS 

ECCS   (x'iiriety)  $6 
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DAY  OLD 
CHICKS 


Tiaile  Mark  U.  S.  Pat.  Of. 

PKR 
I  <><) 


^  ■  ■  1  ^  IX  g>  /eltlier\  (TAA  PKR 
WniwIxO  \l>ree<l  /  4>lU  100 


1500  CHOICE  BIRDS  IN  OUR  BREEDING  PENS 

Kvory  Pte  aii<l  every  oliick  shipped  proilueed  frciiii  onr  own  breeders  on  our 
oivn  farm.   Order  early.    No  deposit  reiiuired.   .Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
SKNI)   I'OK  CIKCIII.au 

Twin  Oak  Poultry  and  Egg  Company, 
williamstown,  mass. 

TarKest  and  most  complete  poultry  plant  in  Western  MasHaehnsetts. 


"It  is  the  world's  high  record  so  far," 
say  he,  "and  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  ever 
be  equalled." 

When  he  reads  that,  the  average  reader 
is  likely  to  miss  any  possible  irony  before 
it,  and  to  suppose  that  in  Mr.  Cosgrove's 
opinion,  the  lien  that  makes  the  world's 
high  record  has  a  value  beyond  computa- 
tion. I  don't  think  that  is  his  idea, 
though  it  is  plain  that  he  considers  the 
performance  probably  unbeaten. 


As  to  that,  I  have  to  disagree  with  Mr. 
Cosgrove,  and  time  will  show  that  I  am 
right.  Every  time  a  high  record  of  this 
kind  is  announced,  it  will  be  surpassed 
until  the  margin  between  the  highest 
record  and  1<X)%  production  for  a  year  la 
wiped  out.  None  of  these  records  will 
be  of  a  kind  that  would  satisfy  the  fol- 
lowers of  any  kind  of  sport,  but  while 
papers  exploit  them,  and  people  fall  for 
them,  the  high  figures  will  increase. 


ONE  PRICE  TO  ALL 


FARM -POULTRY 

ONE  YEAR  25  CENTS 
FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $1.00 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  LOG 

IN  CANADA,  40  CENTS  A  YEAR;  THREE  YEARS,  $  I  .OO 
IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES,  50  CENTS  A  YEAR 


We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the  "everybody's  doing  it"  principle 
but  since  as  a  result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price  oi 
monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by  our  competitors,  we  adopt 
that  as  our  regular  price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discriminates 
against  your  best  patrons  V7itb  a  horizontal  cut  that  makes  the  price 
the  same  to  all. 

A  Popular  Subscription  Campaign 

Although  the  above  announcement  of  price  and  terms  was  first  made  only 
a  month  ago,  the  returns  already  show  that  poultry  keepers  approve  the 
policy  of  one  price  to  all,  that  many  subscribers  prefer  to  take  out  five  year 
subscriptions,  and  that  many  are  disposed  to  do  missionary  work  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors  by  getting  a  club  of  five  or  more  subscribers. 
For  the  assistance  of  those  forming  such  clubs  we  give  here 

A  Few  Facts  About  Farm-Poultry 

FARM-POULTRY  is  published  for  three  classes  of  readers: 

(a)  For  all  people  interested  in  poultry  in  New  England  and  adja- 

cent territory. 

(b)  For  those  everywhere  who  want  to  be  kept  posted  on  develop- 

ments in  poultry  culture  in  this  area,  which  is  the  most  ad- 
vanced poultry  section  in  the  world. 

(c)  For  students  of  poultry  matters  who  want  competent  criticism  of 

all  matters  of  general  interest  in  poultry  culture. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  of  stable  and  permanent 
poultry  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  papers  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  a  longer  record  of  uninterrupted  prestige  and  influence 
than  any  other  poultry  paper.  One  of  its  long  time  advertisers  said 
of  it  recently:    "  Farm- Poultry  is  an  institution." 

FARM'POULTRY  is  the  only  paper  in  New  England  devoted  wholly  to 
poultry  interests  and  to  all  interests  of  poultry  keepers. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  "  n  poultryman' ti  paper  for  poultry  keepers."  Its  editor 
was  a  skilled  poultryman  and  breeder  before  he  engaged  in  poultry 
journalism,  has  always  kept  poultry  enough  to  keep  his  hand  in,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  on  one  of  the  largest  commer- 
cial plants  in  New  England. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  the  only  poultry  paper  published  that  is  edited  as  a 
journal  giving  technical  information  should  he,  suppressing  matter  of 
no  importance  or  value  and  keeping  its  readers  advised  of  the  merits 
of  every  matter  worth  their  attention. 

Let  Us  Get  Together! 

We  welcome  support  from  everywhere,  but  we  want  most  of  all  the  united 
support  of  poultry  interests  in  our  home  territory.  We  need  this,  and  poul- 
try interests  here  need  to  co-operate  to  secure  from  their  home  paper  the 
best  that  it  can  do  for  them. 

Make  P.  O.  Orders  and  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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CHICKEN-POX,— INBREEDING 

EDITOR  Faem-Podltry  :  —  As  a  sub- 
scriber to  your  paper  for  two  years 
or  more,  T  take  the  liberty  of  writ- 
ing you  of  some  of  the  troubles  in  my 
business.  We  keep  about  five  hundred 
Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds  and  have 
had  better  than  the  average  success,  due 
no  doubt  to  the  interest  my  wife  has  taken 
in  caring  for  the  young  chicks.  Now,  one 
trouble  was  the  breaking  out  of  chicken- 
pox  in  a  flock  of  cockerels  in  the  fall  of 
1914  and  it  had  a  run  and  I  was  able  to 
cure  them,  but  it  set  them  back  so  I  could 
not  exhibit  some  I  intended  to  use.  Now 
I  made  sure,  as  I  thought,  of  not  having 
it  last  fall  and  reared  the  chicks  on  dif- 
ferent ground  and  to  my  surprise  it  ap- 
peared again,  but  by  separating  those 
that  were  developing  symptoms  I  was 
able  to  confine  it  to  only  part  of  the  flock. 
I  also  had  two  cases  among  pullets  housed 
in  separate  flocks.  Do  you  think  that 
breeding  from  a  cockerel  that  has  had  the 
disease  it  would  develop  in  the  young 
stock  from  such  mating? 

I  also  have  two  pullets  that  have  been 
laying,  are  apparently  in  good  health  but 
drag  the  abdomen  on  the  ground,  I  sup- 
pose from  some  strain  in  laying.  Do  you 
think  that  they  will  recover  and  be  profit- 
able to  keep?  I  sell  quite  a  number  of 
eggs  for  hatching  and  some  cockerels  for 
breeding  each  season  and  have  inbred 
quite  freely,  only  have  been  careful  to 
mate  for  vigor  as  well  as  color.  Do  you 
think  it  better  not  to  inbreed?  Have  had 
two  of  my  birds  develop  wry  neck.  Do 
you  think  it  could  be  caused  by  the  meat 
scrap  I  am  using?  I  cannot  see  how  it 
could  have  been  caused  by  any  of  the 
other  feed ;  I  use  the  best  I  can  buy. 

Now  in  your  feed  formulas  I  find  you 
do  not  use  bran  and  middlings,  but  only 
bran.  Now  I  would  like  to  know  if  by 
using  bran  only  in  the  mash  I  can  get  as 
good  results. 

D.  W. 


FARM-POULTRY 


February,  19  1  6 


There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  chicken- 
pox  the  past  few  months,  due  probably 
to  weather  conditions.  I  don't  think 
that  the  male  that  had  it  in  1914  would 
transmit  to  his  progeny  either  the  disease 
or  an  especial  predisposition  to  it.  But 
as  chicken-pox  is  a  very  debilitating  dis- 
ease his  offspring  might  be  a  little  low  in 
vitality,  and  we  generally  suppose  that 
such  birds  are  less  able  to  resist  disease 
when  exposed  to  it.  I  doubt  whether 
that  will  apply  to  chicken-pox.  It  used 
to  be  called  "a  filth  disease"  perhaps 
because  there  was  so  much  of  it  among 
fowls  kept  in  dirty  quarters  and  on  very 
foul  land,  but  most  of  the  chicken-pox 
that  I  have  seen  in  this  section  has  been 
in  flocks  kept  under  very  good  conditions. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  germs  of  this 
disease  are  practically  everywhere,  and 
that  outbreaks  of  it  are  due  to  infection 
entering  the  skin  of  the  head  and  face 
when  injured  aa  by  birds  fighting,  or  by 
the  bites  of  insects,  or  by  irritation  ac- 
companying colds. 

Pullets  having  trouble  as  described 
should  not  be  used  for  breeding  unless 
they  are  of  such  quality  that  it  is  worth 
while  to  try  to  get  stock  from  them,  even 
though  a  considerable  part  might  develop 
the  same  weakness. 

The  best  brief  answer  that  I  can  give  to 
the  question  about  my  views  on  inbreed- 
ing is  to  say  that  I  never  introduce  "new 
blood"  for  fear  of  inbreeding,  and  do 
not  care  how  long  or  how  closely  birds 
have  been  inbred  provided  they  are  vig- 
orous and  thrifty.  When  stock  begins  to 
show  lack  of  vitality,  new  blood  may  be 
necessary,  not  to  avoid  inbreeding,  but  to 
get  the  vitality  which  some  other  stock 
can  supply. 


I  would  not  attribute  wry  neck  to  any 
particular  thing  in  the  food.  It  is  more 
likely  to  be  due  to  some  affection  of  the 
nerves. 

I  don't  know  to  what  feeding  formulas 
that  I  have  given  Mr.  W.  refers.  I  have 
given  formulas  containing  middlings 
many  times.  A  great  deal  of  bran  sold 
by  that  name  is  mixed  bran  and  mid- 
dlings or  shorts.  There  is  such  diversity 
in  the  use  of  all  these  terms  that  we  never 
can  be  sure  what  is  meant  in  any  case 
unless  the  article  is  carefully  described. 


THEORETICAL  VS,  PRACTICAL 
POULTRY  BREEDING 

A WELL  known  breeder  of  a  popular 
variety  sends  me  a  letter  received 
from  a  subscriber  to  another  poul- 
try paper,  and  a  copy  of  his  reply,  and 
asks:  "Was  my  answer  anywhere  near 
what  it  should  be?  " 
The  Inquiry: 

"  You  seem  by  your  article  in  

to  be  one  poultryman  who  might  be  in- 
duced to  help  an  amateur  fancier,  so  I 
hope  you  will  help  on  this  important 
question:  How,  in  your  opinion,  is  the 
best  way  to  establish  a  strain  of  White 
Rocks  and  White  Leghorns  without  using 
the  Felch  line-breeding  chart,  also  with- 
out having  to  introduce  any  new  blood 
after  the  the  first  or  second  purchase?  " 

The  Reply: 

"  Do  not  know  how  I  can  give  you  the 
desired  information.  Would  if  I  could. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  Felch 

chart.    I  have  been  breeding  my  

 now  for  a  dozen  years  or  more 

without  any  chart  or  new  blood.  Just 
picking  out  strong,  healthy  birds ;  never 
mating  birds  having  the  same  defects; 
and  by  constant  study  knowing  just  how 
they  are  all  bred,  I  have  worked  up  my 
present  strain.  I  do  not  know  how  others 
do,  but,  I  presume,  much  on  the  same 
lines.  It  takes  tinie,  patience,  and  know- 
ing just  what  results  are  wanted,  and 
working  for  those  results.  There  is  so 
much  theory  now-a-days  that  I  often 
wonder  how  the  old  timers  like  me  got 
along,  but  we  did  somehow  or  other. 
The  less  you  think  about  charts  and  the 
more  you  study  your  birds  and  results 
the  better  off  you  will  be  from  my  point 
of  view." 


The  answer  is  in  my  opinion  a  model 
of  hen-sense  and  of  truth  in  a  nut  shell. 
But,  I  am  wondering  whether  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  sent  will  take  it  at  its  face 
value,  or  will  suppose  that  this  poultry- 
man  is  (as  he  seems  to  think  most  are) 
not  willing  to  give  an  amateur  the  specific 
instructions  that  he  craves. 

Very  few  novices  when  given  such  a 
statement  of  how  a  breeder  works  will 
accept  it  as  literally  true.  Almost  invari- 
ably the  novice  in  search  of  information 
imagines  that  the  breeder  really  has  some 
system,  or  secret,  to  which  he  is  indebted 
for  his  success  and  which  he  is  not  willing 
to  reveal.  And  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  novices  should  think  this  when  so 
many  poultry  editors  and  writers  are  so 
often  lamenting  that  the  successful  breed- 
ers keep  their  methods  to  themselves, 
and  so  others  do  not  get  the  information 
necessary  to  start  them  right  and  keep 
them  right  in  breeding.  When  anyone 
makes  a  statement  of  that  kind  he  at 
once  marks  himself,  in  my  opinion,  as 
one  whose  views  on  the  subject  are  of  no 
consequence  —  except  for  the  fact  that 
they  mislead  people  who  do  not  know. 
A  breeder  studies  his  birds,  but  he  would 
study  them  to  very  little  purpose  if  he 
had  not  an  eye  for  type,  a  mind  i|uick  to 
analyze  the  visible  qualities  of  animals, 
and  imagination  to  foresee  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  union  of  specimens  he  is  con- 
sidering. If  one  has  not  these  (jualities 
he  will  never  make  much  of  a  success 
through  his  eflorts  as  a  poultry  breeder. 


COMMONWEALTH 

SAFETY  OIL 

[DOUBLE  REFINED] 

HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR 

Incubators,  Brooders, 

House  Lamps  and  Kerosene  Stoves 

OUR  CUSTOMERS  ALL  SAY  SO 

Extracts  from  various  letters  from  poultry  customers: 

"Your  oil  outclasses  any  that  I  ever  tried,  and  I  have  tried  nearly  all  brands.  I  am  planninu  to 
use  It  exclusively  during  the  coming  hatchlos  season,  when  I  shall  require  a  number  of  barrels." 


"Send  the  oil  ordered  at  once, 
as  I  dare  not  fill  our  lamps  with 
other  grades.   I  shall  never 
any  other  brand  but  the  C 
monwealth  Safety." 

"  It  is  certainly  the 
best  oil  I  ever  used; 
nothing  can  compare 
with  It." 

"I  have  used  them  all, 
but  yours  '  beats  the 
band.'  " 

"  I  find  your  assur- 
ance Is  correct.  The 
oil  Is  perfectly  satis- 
factory." 

"  I  have  never  seen 
Its  equal  as  an  Incuba- 
tor oil.  I  do  not  aver- 
age cleaning  my  wicks 
once  a  week." 

"I  am  using  your  oil 
with  very  satisfactory 
results." 

"  It  is  the  greatest 
oil  I  have  ever  used." 


"  I  greatly  appreciate  the 
uallty  of  the  oil  we  are  get- 
from  you.   Our  e.Tperi- 
with  artificial  Incubation 
extends  over  twenty- 
live  years,  and  we 
have  never  been  able 
to  get  as  uniform  or 
as  good  a  quality  from 
any  other  source." 

"I  And  that  no  other 
oil  will  satisfy  our  cus- 
tomers or  ourselves 
but  yours,  and  *fter 
this  will  never  try. 
Send  us  six  barrels  of 
your  Commonwealth 
Safety  brand  for  In- 
cubators." 

"  I  almost  regret  no 
longer  using  oil  be- 
cause your  product 
gave  such  complete 
satisfaction.  I  sliall 
always  be  glad  to  rec- 
ommend the  oil  if  I 
get  a  chance." 


"  Your  oil  gave  us  perfect  satisfaction,  and  was  all  that  you  have  recommended  it  to  be." 
"  I  have  used  seven  barrels  of  your  oil  this  year  In  our  incubators,  and  will  use  nothing  else." 

TRY  IT.         PROVE  IT. 

WRITE    FOR  PRICES 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

McKinley  Square,         -         -  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Order  Yours  Now 


FARM -POULTRY 

39  SUDBURY  STREET, 


The  corrected  edition  of  the 
1 9 15  Standard  is  now  read}-, 
and  all  orders  are  being  filled 
promptly.  This  is  a  handsome 
book  of  368  pages  with  over 
100  full  page  illu.strations  of 
single  birds,  and  many  smaller 
pictures  to  explain  the  text. 

This  Standard  Will  Be  In 
Eifect  Eight  Years 

The  book  you  buy  now  will 
be  your  authority  and  guide 
upon  matters  it  covers  until 
1923.  Rver3-one  who  breeds 
or  exhibits  Standard  poultry 
needs  it,  and  everyone  inter- 
ested in  good  poultry  ought  to 
have  it. 

DDI  PC  Bound  $2.00 
rnlUL  Leather  Bound,  2.50 

PUBLISHING  CO., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


FILL  YOUR  ECC  BASKET 

YOUR  HENS  will  be  healthier ;  will  require  leas  attention ;  will  give  you 
more  leisure,  more  pleasure,  and,  above  all,  WiLL  LAY  MORE  EGGS  and, 
incidentally,  return  you  more  profit  if  you  give  them 

SPRATT'S  POULTRY  FOOD  No.  3 

Write  for  sample  and  send  10c.  for  "  Poultry  Culture." 

SPRATT'S  PATENT  LIMITED,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 


When  Writing  to  Advertisers  Mention  Farm-Poultry 


